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                  Behavioral and Social Sciences

                                    Studying health behaviors and their social contexts — from nicotine and alcohol use to exercise, nutrition and sexual activity.
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      In the Department of  Behavioral and Social Sciences, we work to understand the behavioral and social determinants of public health problems and create and evaluate behavioral interventions with measurable impact on population health. Our work puts particular emphasis on improving the social contexts related to public health and on marginalized and vulnerable populations, both domestically and globally.
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            Our research delves into behaviors that most impact population health.
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            Graduate educational programs in the Department of Behavioral and Social Sciences (BSS) train the next generation of public health scholars and practitioners. 
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            Our faculty have expertise in psychology, human development and family studies, social work, sociology, anthropology, medicine, maternal child health, nutrition, global health and more.
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        Affiliated Centers and Institutes



          Innovative research centers conduct behavioral and social sciences studies from alcohol use and dependence and nicotine and tobacco use to nutrition and physical activity and mindfulness
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          The IHI's mission is to apply interdisciplinary perspectives to research and training to improve the health of populations in developing countries.
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          Dedicated to rigorous research and student-centered education, the Mindfulness Center offers programs that improve individual lives and organizational effectiveness.
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        Tobacco, Nicotine, and the Lesser of Two Evils


      
          We all understand the dangers of smoking—but the debate over vapes, nicotine pouches and other tobacco alternatives rages on: Can vaping really save lives? Or are nicotine alternatives a slippery slope: a dangerous gateway to lifelong substance use? Professors Jasjit Ahluwalia and Jennifer Tidey discuss their takes on a harm reduction and how it applies to the modern nicotine landscape.
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          Brown’s Behavioral and Social Sciences programs offers programs that prepare students for careers in research or public health which require knowledge of advanced methods.
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            Our Ph.D. students learn to employ behavioral and social science theory and methods to understand and address contemporary health problems. 
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