
SCSO Senior Thesis FAQ for class of 2014 

 

When should I start on my thesis? 

Ideally, you should identify an advisor in the fall of your junior year and if appropriate, 
apply for UTRA or other summer funding for the summer you are a rising senior. That 
way you can start work before your second to last semester. There are other roads 
into the thesis but this is the best. 

How do I find an advisor? 

The prior question is, what do I want to do a thesis on. You may have a very specific 
idea or it may be vague. A thesis advisor will guide you in either case. You may have 
met a faculty member in a class and you can approach them for further discussions. 
Or you may know via word of mouth or from suggestions made by your concentration 
advisor, of other possibilities. In either case, read up on their work and go talk to 
them. DO NOT LEAVE THIS UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE. Most faculty limit the number 
of theses they advise in any one year, so you should be setting this up during your 
junior year. 

What about a second reader? 

You and your advisor should agree on a second reader. The second reader should 
complement the advisor in some way. For example, if the advisor is not primarily 
versed in STS approaches, then the second reader ought to fill that gap, or vice versa. 
A second reader can be more or less involved in thesis production. Most are happy to 
have little to do with it until you have a complete rough draft. Others will want to see 
drafts chapter by chapter. The student and second reader will work this out together. 
The second reader also needs to attend the public presentation and to write a note to 
the honors advisor indicating satisfactory performance at the presentation and with 
the thesis itself. 

Should I take an Independent Study? 

We have the courses SCSO 1970 and 1971 designated for this purpose. Whether you 
take these in order to write your thesis is a decision best made by you and your thesis 
advisor, keeping in mind that they cannot substitute for your other concentration 
requirements. 

What is the final Deadline? 



I leave it to you, your advisor, and your second reader to set deadlines for rough 
drafts along the way. In order to receive honors, however, you must meet 2 
deadlines: 

• by Friday, April 11, at 5pm: submit your final thesis to both readers (in hard 
copy or PDF, as the readers' prefer). This will give them time to evaluate the 
thesis for honors and for the STS prize, and give you time to arrange the next 
step: the oral presentation. 

• by Wednesday, April 30: (a) complete the oral presentation (b) submit the 
final copy of your thesis in PDF form to the Program Chair (me), and (c)  2 
readers must send the Program Chair a written evaluation of the thesis and oral 
presentation and an indication of whether they believes it merits honors (e-mail 
is fine). I will be in touch with your readers separately about this process. 

In sum, 3 things must be completed by April 30 for a May graduation with Honors: (1) 
the thesis, approved by your thesis advisor and a second reader, (2) the PDF to the 
STS Program Chair (Prof. Nummedal), and (3) the oral presentation. 

What is this oral public presentation, anyhow? 

Generally, the student prepares a half hour power point presentation that 
summarizes the methods, results and conclusions drawn from the thesis. The student 
is responsible for setting a date, finding a room, making sure all need AV equipment 
is there and working. After the presentation there is time for questions and comments 
from the audience. 

Who has to be there? 

A minimum of the thesis advisor and the second reader must attend. It is more fun if 
other faculty and students come as well. Bring your friends. Sometimes parents or 
other relatives come. Try to raise an audience of 10 or so, to make it a fun event,. 

How do I find a room? 

Best way: ask your advisor for help in finding a departmental space they can reserve. 
Or, the STS administrative assistant can help reserve a space. Or, find a dorm lounge. 

How do I advertise the talk? 

Use departmental and STS listservs (the Program Chair can assist with this). Ask your 
friends and family to come. Make a poster and put it up in strategic locations. 



Do I have to send the Program Chair a PDF of the final Version? 

Yes. 

How does the Program Chair know whether I have fulfilled all of the 
requirements so that he/she can recommend me for honors? 

Your advisor and second reader must send a note or letter evaluating the thesis and 
indicating whether her/she thinks it is worthy of an honors designation. Email is fine. 

 


