
The Sarah Doyle Gallery is excited to present 
“Person, Place, or Cat,” a show of  oil paintings 
and chalk drawings by Rhode Island-based artist 
Matthew Kreher. With a vibrance that verges on 
the claustrophobic, these dense images unpack, 
in the artist’s words, “the thematic undercurrents 
of  family dynamics and interpersonal interac-
tion.” 

A palpable light animates the paintings, express-
ing Kreher’s faith in the possibility of  one per-
son’s understanding the most interior experi-
ence of  another. At the same time, the tangling 
of  marks and emotion, the layering of  washes 
and memory, suggest that such understanding is 
fleeting and remote. 

Though intensely emotional, the images are anything but nostalgic, sentimental 
snapshots of  an ideal family life. Rather, they present a picture of  the simultaneous 
difficulty and necessity of  human connection. The forceful presence of  hand, brush 
and paint, insists that this connection struggles into being not only between the 
mothers, pets, sons, etc. who are depicted, but between the artist and the viewer. 
As the artist writes, the brushstroke should contain “a human presence.”

Matthew Kreher has a BFA in Painting from Washington University and an MFA in 
Painting from Boston University; his paintings have been shown and collected ex-
tensively in New England and New York, and a list of  his most recent solo and group 
shows include, in 2011, “Figurations” at the Chazan Gallery, Providence, RI, “It’s all 
Relatives-Family Narratives,” in Newton, MA, and “The Artist’s Choice” at The Atlan-
tic Gallery in New York, NY. 
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