NRS Quiz – questions only (see pages 2-3 for questions and answers)

Nancy Fritz

1. Juan is an ESL student who scored a 192 on the CASAS Reading test for his pre-test score. What is his entering EFL?

2. After three months in his ESL class (approximately 60 hours), Juan took a post-test and scored a 198. Did he move up an EFL?

   3.  Maria is in the same class as Juan. She scored a 198 on her pre-test and a 201 on her post-test. Did she move up an EFL?

4. Who learned more –Juan or Maria? (this is a trick question)

5.  Susan can count, add and subtract three digit numbers, can perform multiplication through 12, can identify simple fractions, and perform other simple arithmetic operations. On the basis of this information, can you say that her EFL is “Beginning Basic Education”?

6. Carmen took the BEST Plus test in October and scored 462. What was her entering EFL?

7.  Diane took the TABE test and got the following scores:



Reading –560



Math—445



Language – 558

What is her entering EFL?

8.   Tania took the BEST Plus test and scored a 506 on her pre-test and a 545 on her post-test. What level is she in now?

NRS Quiz – questions and their answers

Nancy Fritz

   1. Juan is an ESL student who scored a 192 on the CASAS Reading test for his pre-test score. What is his entering EFL?

  His entering EFL level would be High Beginning ESL.

      2. After three months in his ESL class (approximately 60 hours), Juan took a post-test and scored a 198. Did he move up an EFL?

 Juan did not move up an EFL level even though his score increased six points. The range for High Beginning ESL for the CASAS Reading test is 191-200. Juan is still within this range.

   3.  Maria is in the same class as Juan. She scored a 198 on her pre-test and a 201 on her post-test. Did she move up an EFL?

  Yes, Maria moved up an EFL level with her three point gain. She moved into the Low Intermediate level when she received a score of 201.

   4. Who learned more –Juan or Maria? (this is a trick question)

  It is impossible to tell who learned more from the information that is given. Juan improved six points and Maria improved three points but the CASAS test is only one indication of learner progress. An instructor needs to use a variety of assessments to see the overall progress of students.

   5.  Susan can count, add and subtract three digit numbers, can perform multiplication through 12, can identify simple fractions, and perform other simple arithmetic operations. On the basis of this information, can you say that her EFL is “Beginning Basic Education”?

   Some of the skills that a “Beginning Basic Education” student can perform in Math are included in the above description, which is part of the NRS Level Descriptor. EFL levels can only be assigned to students on the basis of their scores on one or more of the approved NRS standardized assessments.

   6. Carmen took the BEST Plus test in October and scored 462. What was her entering EFL?

  Her entering EFL level is Low Intermediate ESL. The range for this level on the BEST Plus is 439 – 472.

   7.  Diane took the TABE test and got the following scores:



Reading –560



Math—445



Language – 558

       What is her entering EFL?

   If a student takes multiple sections of a standardized test, the EFL level is determined by the lowest score that the student received. In this case, Diane’s EFL would be determined by her score of 445 on the Math TABE. This score puts her EFL level as a Low Intermediate ABE student. (Her scores in Reading and Language fall in the High Intermediate range.)

8.   Tania took the BEST Plus test and scored a 506 on her pre-test and a 545 on her post-test. What level is she in now?

   Tania’s score on the BEST Plus is above the “exit” score of 541. Tania would no longer be considered an ESL student and should be assessed with one of the standardized tests that are approved for ABE students if she wishes to continue her studies.

