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Based on data from the Gilgel Gibe Social and Sexual Relationship History Survey (June-July 2006).

The Gilgel Gibe Social and Sexual Relationship History Survey asked 1,475 young people about their 
knowledge of Community-Based Reproductive Health Services, their contact with health facilities in the 
past year, and their knowledge of a place where they could comfortably obtain condoms. 
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Community-based Reproductive Health 
Services (CBRHS) have been in 
operation in Ethiopia for almost fifteen 
years. These services were established 
to provide access to contraceptives and 
basic preventive health services. CBRHS 
are intended to increase the reach of 
reproductive health services to 
historically underserved areas. In the 
Gilgel Gibe study area 44% of young 
women and 30% of young men have 
heard of Community-Based 
Reproductive Health Services. 

Knowledge of Community-Based Reproductive Health Services

CBRHS are intended to provide 
contraceptive methods and raise awareness 
of the availability of these methods for 
disease prevention and family planning. 
Overall, only a minority of youth in the 
study area reported knowing a place where 
they would be comfortable obtaining 
condoms. However, those youth who knew 
of Community-Based Reproductive Health 
Services were about twice as likely to 
report that they knew of a place where 
they could obtain condoms. For example, 
32% of young women who were aware of 
Community-Based Reproductive Health 
Services also knew of a place where they 
could obtain condoms, compared to 12% of 
young women who were not aware of 
CBRHS. The same pattern also holds 
among young men, although their overall 
level knowledge of where to obtain 
condoms is higher. 

Knowledge of Where Condoms Can Be Obtained by Knowledge of Community-Based 
Reproductive Health Services
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Jimma Zone in Ethiopia

Gilgel Gibe Social and 
Sexual Relationship 
History Survey

The Gilgel Gibe Social and 
Sexual Relationship History 
Survey was conducted in 2006. 
The sample for this survey was 
drawn from the Gilgel Gibe 
Demographic Surveillance 
System (DSS), established by 
Jimma University in 2005, which 
incorporates rural communities 
and small urban centers in the 
immediate areas surrounding 
the Gilgel Gibe dam, Jimma 
Zone. The sample included 1475 
youth.  Of the 1475 youth in the 
survey sample, 203 youth were 
interviewed in the pilot survey 
and 1272 youth were 
interviewed in the full survey.

The Gilgel Gibe Social and 
Sexual Relationship History 
Survey is an innovative survey 
of adolescent and young adult 
sexual attitudes, social 
relationships, and behavior. The 
study examines the utilization of 
local health services, awareness 
of HIV/AIDS risk, formation of 
romantic relationships, 
progression of physical intimacy 
to sexual activity, and the 
context of first intercourse and 
risky sexual behavior. The 
objectives of the study are to 
understand the processes by 
which young people establish 
romantic relationships and 
become sexually active, and to 
identify the determinants of the 
pathways to risky sexual 
behaviors.
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Policy Recommendations

Community-Based Reproductive Health Services play an important role in 
providing contraceptive services to historically underserved populations. 
The Gilgel Gibe Social and Sexual Relationship History Survey provides 
clear evidence that youth who are aware of CBRHS are also more likely to 
know of a place where they would be comfortable obtaining condoms. In 
addition, the survey provides evidence that recent use of a modern health 
facility is also associated with greater knowledge of where condoms can be 
obtained. The evidence suggests that the formal health sector and CBRHS 
are important sources of information about condoms for youth. 

Nevertheless, over 50% of the youth still are not aware of a place where 
they would feel comfortable obtaining condoms. Greater efforts to reach 
youth through the CBRHS and to bring youth into health centers, clinics, 
and posts have the potential to yield further gains in condom knowledge 
and use among young people. It is equally important that there be youth-
friendly outlets for the distribution of condoms.

Modern health facilities, including local health centers, clinics, and 
posts, are other important sources of contraceptive services and 
information about disease prevention and family planning. Similar to 
what we found with CBRHS, youth who have used a modern health 
facility in the past year are significantly more likely to know a place 
where they would be comfortable obtaining condoms. For example, 
54% of young men who have had recent contact with a health facility 
reported knowing a place where they would feel comfortable 
obtaining a condom, compared with 34% of those who had no contact 
with a health facility.

Knowledge of Where Condoms Can Be Obtained by Contact 
with Health Facilities in the Past Year
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