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North American Boccaccio Bibliography for 1990 

(through November, 1990) 

Compiled by Christopher Kleinhenz, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

 
Translations: 
 
Boccaccio, Giovanni, The Elegy of Lady Fiammetta, ed. and tr. by 

Mariangela Causa-Steindler and Thomas Mauch. Chicago: University 
of Chicago Press, 1990. Pp. 208. 

———, The Life of Dante (Trattatello in Laude di Dante). tr. by Vincenzo 
Zin Bollettino. New York and London: Garland, 1990. Pp. lxii + 97. 

 
Critical Studies (Books): 
 
Beatrice Del Sera, Amor di Virtù: Commedia in cinque atti, 1548, a cura di 

Elissa Weaver (a sixteenth-century “rifacimento,” dramatization of 
Boccaccio’s Filocolo).  Ravenna: Longo, 1990. Pp. 286. 

Caporello-Szykman, Corradina, The Boccaccian Novella: Creation and 
Waning of a Genre. “Studies in Italian Culture: Literature and His-
tory,” vol. 2. New York-Bern-Frankfurt am Main-Paris: Peter Lang, 
1990. Pp. 157. 

Fido, Franco, Il regione delle simmetrie imperfette: Studi sul “Decame-
ron”. Milano: Franco Angeli, 1988. 

Wilson, Katharina M., and Elizabeth M. Makowski, Wykked Wyves and 
the Woes of Marriage: Misogamous Literature from Juvenal to Chau-
cer. Albany: State University of New York Press, 1990. Pp. 206. 

 
Articles: 
 
Armao, Linda, “The Ninfale Fiesolano: Ovidian Bravura Veiling Truth, 

Italiana 1988, Selected Papers from the Proceedings of the Fifth An-
nual Conference of the American Association of Teachers of Italian. 
(November 18–20, 1988). Monterey, CA, edited by Albert N. Mancini, 
Paolo A. Giordano, and Anthony J. Tamburri. Rosary College Italian 
Studies, 4 (River Forest, IL, 1990): 35–49.  
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Baranski, Zygmunt G., “The Constraints of Form: Towards a Provisional 
Definition of Petrarch’s Triumphi,” Petrarch’s “Triumphs”: Allegory 
and Spectacle, eds. Konrad Eisenbichler and Amilcare A. Iannucci. 
University of Toronto Italian Series, 4 (Toronto: Dovehouse Editions, 
1990): 63–83. 

Bernard, John D., “Realism and Closure in the Heptaméron: Marguerite 
de Navarre and Boccaccio,” Modern Language Review 84.2 (April, 
1989): 305–18. 

 Bernardo Aldo S., “Triumphal Poetry: Dante, Petrarch, and Boccaccio,” 
Petrarch’s “Triumphs”: Allegory and Spectacle, eds. Konrad Ei-
senbichler and Amilcare A. Iannucci. University of Toronto Italian Se-
ries, 4 (Toronto: Dovehouse Editions, 1990): 33–45. 

Besserman, Lawrence, “A Note on the Sources of Chaucer’s Troilus V, 
540–613,” Chaucer Review 24.4 (1990): 306–08. 

Bragantini, Renzo, “The Novella: A Literary Form and Its Readers in Six-
teenth-Century Italy,” Annals of Scholarship 6.1 (1989): 57–73. 

Brownlee, Marina Scordilis, “The Counterfeit Muse: Ovid, Boccaccio, Juan 
de Flores,” in Discourses of Authority in Medieval and Renaissance 
Literature, eds. Kevin Brownlee and Walter Stephens (Hanover and 
London: University Press of New England, 1989): 109–27. 

Charney, Sara, “Artistic Representations of Petrarch’s Triumphus Famae,” 
Petrarch’s “Triumphs”: Allegory and Spectacle, eds. Konrad Ei-
senbichler and Amilcare A. Iannucci. University of Toronto Italian Se-
ries, 4 (Toronto: Dovehouse Editions, 1990): 223–33. 

Cioffi, Caron Ann, “Criseyde’s Oaths of Love: Do They Really Belong to the 
Tradition of Lying-Songs?,” Journal of English and Germanic Philol-
ogy 87.4 (October, 1988): 522–34. 

De Fazio, Marina, “Cohesion in the Decameron: A Linguistic Analysis of 
the Ninth Tale of the Sixth Day,” Rassegna italiana di linguistica ap-
plicata 22.1–2 (gennaio-agosto, 1990): 19–43. 

Dodge, Barbara, “Petrarch and the Arts,” Petrarch’s “Triumphs”: Allegory 
and Spectacle, eds. Konrad Eisenbichler and Amilcare A. Iannucci. 
University of Toronto Italian Series, 4 (Toronto: Dovehouse Editions, 
1990): 177–82. 

Edwards, Robert R. The Dream of Chaucer: Representation and Reflec-
tion in the Early Narratives. Durham, North Carolina, and London: 
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Duke University Press, 1989. Pp. xvi + 189. Contains references to Boc-
caccio and his works (De casibus virorum illustrium, Genealogie de-
orum gentilium, and Teseida). 

Ellis, Deborah S., “The Color Purple and the Patient Griselda,” College 
English 49 (1987): 188–201. 

Farrell, Thomas J., “The Style of the Clerk’s Tale and the Function of Its 
Glosses,” Studies in Philology 86.3 (Summer, 1989): 286–309. 

Forni, Pier Massimo, “Boccaccio’s Answer to Dante,” Thought: A Review 
of Culture and Idea, 65, 256 (March, 1990): 71–82. 

———, “Retorica del reale nel Decameron,” Studi sul Boccaccio 17 (1988): 
183–202. 

 Gilbert, Creighton, “Boccaccio Looking at Actual Frescoes,” in The Docu-
mented Image. Visions in Art History, eds. Gabriel P. Weisberg and 
Laurinda S. Dixon, with the assistance of Antje Bultmann Lemke (Sy-
racuse: Syracuse University Press, 1988): 225–41. 

Giusti, Eugenio L., “Il Corbaccio: tra misoginia e comprensione,” Italiana 
1988, Selected Papers from the Proceedings of the Fifth Annual Con-
ference of the American Association of Teachers of Italian. (November 
18–20, 1988). Monterey, CA, edited by Albert N. Mancini, Paolo A. 
Giordano, and Anthony J. Tamburri. Rosary College Italian Studies, 4 
(River Forest, IL, 1990): 51–62. 

Green, Richard Firth, “Le Roi Qui Ne Ment and Aristocratic Courtship,” 
Courtly Literature: Culture and Context, Selected Papers from the 5th 
Triennial Congress of the International Courtly Literature Society, 
Dalfsen, The Netherlands, 9–16 August, 1986): eds. Keith Busby and 
Erik Kooper (Amsterdam/ Philadelphia: John Benjamins, 1990): 211–
25. 

Grudin, Michaela Paasche, “Chaucer’s Clerk’s Tale as Political Paradox,” 
Studies in the Age of Chaucer 11 (1989): 63–92. 

Gullace, Giovanni, “Medieval and Humanistic Perspectives in Boccaccio’s 
Concept and Defense of Poetry,” Mediaevalia 12 (1989, for 1986): 225–
48. 

Haas, Louis, “Boccaccio, Baptismal Kinship, and Spiritual Incest,” Renais-
sance and Reformation 25.4 (Fall, 1989): 343–56. 
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Heffernan, Carol F., “Chaucer’s Shipman’s Tale and Boccaccio’s 
Decameron, VIII, i: Retelling a Story,” Courtly Literature: Culture and 
Context, Selected Papers from the 5th Triennial Congress of the Inter-
national Courtly Literature Society, Dalfsen, The Netherlands, 9–16 
August, 1986): eds. Keith Busby and Erik Kooper (Amsterdam/ Phila-
delphia: John Benjamins, 1990): 261–70. 

Heinrichs, Katherine, “Love and Hell: The Denizens of Hades in the Love 
Poems of the Middle Ages,” Neophilologus 73.4 (October, 1989): 593–
604. 

———, “Lovers’ Consolations of Philosophy in Boccaccio, Machaut, and 
Chaucer,” Studies in the Age of Chaucer 11 (1989): 93–115. 

Hewitt, Kathleen, “Ther it was first: Dream Poetics in the “Parliament of 
Fowls,” Chaucer Review 24.1 (1989): 20–28. 

Iannucci, Amilcare A., “Petrarch’s Intertextual Strategies in the Tri-
umphs,” Petrarch’s “Triumphs”: Allegory and Spectacle, eds. Konrad 
Eisenbichler and Amilcare A. Iannucci. University of Toronto Italian 
Series, 4 (Toronto: Dovehouse Editions, 1990): 3–10. 

Illiano, Antonio, “Per un’introduzione al Corbaccio,” Italianistica 17.3 
(settembre-dicembre, 1988): 393–416. 

 Jordan, Constance, Renaissance Feminism: Literary Texts and Political 
Models. Ithaca and London, Cornell University Press, 1990. Pp. xi + 
319. Contains section on Boccaccio’s De mulieribus claris (pp. 34–40). 

Kirkham, Victoria, “The Last Tale in the Decameron,” Mediaevalia 12 
(1989, for 1986): 205–23. 

Kleinhenz, Christopher, “The Art of Translation: Boccaccio’s Decameron,” 
Yearbook of Comparative and General Literature 36 (1987): 104–11. 

Machan, Tim William, “Troilus and Criseyde 4.897–903,” English Lan-
guage Notes 27.2 (December, 1989): 10–12. 

McGregor, James H., “Is Beatrice Boccaccio’s Most Successful Fiction?,” 
Texas Studies in Literature and Language 32,.1 (Spring, 1990): 137–
51. 

Oggins, Robin S., “Falconry and Medieval Social Status,” Mediaevalia 12 
(1989, for 1986): 43–55. 

Piehler, Paul, “Allegory Without Archetype: Image and Structure in Pet-
rarch’s Trionfi,” Petrarch’s “Triumphs”: Allegory and Spectacle, eds. 
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Konrad Eisenbichler and Amilcare A. Iannucci. University of Toronto 
Italian Series, 4 (Toronto: Dovehouse Editions, 1990): 97–112. 

Reiss, Edmund, “Ambiguous Signs and Authorial Deceptions in Four-
teenth-Century Fictions,” in Sign, Sentence, Discourse: Language in 
Medieval Thought and Literature, eds. Julian N. Wasserman and Lois 
Roney (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 1989): 113–37.  

Rutter, Itala T., “Authority and Faith in Decameron IV, 1, and Heptamé-
ron XL,” Studi sul Boccaccio 17 (1988): 215–36. 

Selig, Karl-Ludwig, “Friar Cipolla and Pavel Chichikov,” in Russianness: 
Studies on a Nation’s Identity in Honor of Rufus Wellington Mathew-
son, 1918–1978, ed. Robert L. Belknap (Ann Arbor: Ardis, 1989): 56–
59. 

Seymour, M. C., “Chaucer’s Early Poem De Casibus Virorum Illustrium,” 
Chaucer Review 24.2 (1989): 163–65. 

Smarr, Janet Levarie, “Ovid and Boccaccio: A Note on Self-Defense,” Me-
diaevalia 13 (1989 for 1987): 247–55. 

Snyner, Jon R., “The Last Laugh: Literary Theory and the Academy in Late 
Renaissance Florence,” Annals of Scholarship 6.1 (1989): 37–55. 

Spearing, A. C., “Troilus and Criseyde: The Illusion of Allusion,” Exempla-
ria 2.1 (Spring, 1990): 263–77. 

 Staley Johnson, LYNN, “The Clerk’s Tale and the Arts of Narrative Ma-
nipulation,” Mediaevalia 11 (1989 for 1985): 121–38. 

Toscano, Antonio, “Decameron: Cimone’s Metamorphosis,” Italian 
Quarterly 29, 114 (Fall, 1988): 25–35. 

Velli, Giuseppe, “A proposito di una recente edizione del Buccolicum Car-
men del Boccaccio,” MLN 105.1 (January, 1990): 33–49. 

Wallace, David, “Chaucer’s Body Politic: Social and Narrative Self-Regu-
larion,” Exemplaria 2.1 (Spring, 1990): 221–40. 

Weissman, Hope, “Aphrodite / Artemis // Emilia / Alison: The Semiotics 
of Perception,” Exemplaria 2.1 (Spring, 1990): 89–125. 

Wentersdorf, Karl P., “Chaucer’s Clerk of Oxenford as Rhetorician,” Medi-
aeval Studies 51 (1989): 313–28. 

Wetherbee, Winthrop, “Romance and Epic in Chaucer’s Knight’s Tale,” 
Exemplaria 2.1 (Spring, 1990): 303–28. 
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Dissertations: 
 
Caporello-Szykman, Corradina, “The Boccaccian Novella: Creation and 

Waning of a Genre.” In Dissertation Abstracts International LI, No. 3 
(September, 1990): 847A. Doctoral dissertation, Columbia University, 
1987. 234 pp. 

Phillippy, Patricia Anne. “Love’s Remedies: Palinodic Discourse in Renais-
sance Literature.” In Dissertation Abstracts International LI, No. 3 
(September, 1990): 843A. Doctoral dissertation, Yale University, 1988. 
327 pp. 

Watts, William H., “The Interplay of Genres in Chaucer’s Troilus and Cri-
seyde.” In Dissertation Abstracts International LI, No. 4 (October, 
1990): 1224A. Doctoral dissertation, Boston University, 1990. 224 pp. 

 
Reviews: 
 
Anderson, David, Before the “Knight’s Tale”: Imitation of Classical Epic in 

Boccaccio’s “Teseida” (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 
1988). Rev. Piero Boitani, Speculum 65.3 (July, 1990): 601–03; Todd 
Boli, Manuscripta 34.2 (July, 1990): 151–52; N. R. Havely, Studies in 
the Age of Chaucer 11 (1989): 177–80; Victoria Kirkham, Studi sul Boc-
caccio 17 (1988): 407–09.  

Boccaccio, Giovanni, Amorosa visione, bilingual edition. Tr. by Robert 
Hollander, Timothy Hampton, Margherita Frankel, with an Intro. by 
Vittore Branca (Hanover and London: University of New England 
Press, 1986).  Rev. Elio Costa, Canadian Modern Language Review 
45.2 (January, 1989): 384–85; H. Wayne Storey, Envoi 1.2 (1989): 
416–17. 

———, Eclogues, tr. Janet Levarie Smarr. Garland Library of Medieval Lit-
erature, Series A, vol. 11 (New York and London: Garland, 1987). Rev. 
David Anderson, Studies in the Age of Chaucer 11 (1989): 183–85; 
Christopher Nissen, Envoi 1.2 (1989): 418–20.  

Chastelain, George, Le temple de Boccace, ed. Susanna Bliggenstorfer 
(Romanica Helvetica, 104): (Bern: Francke, 1988). Rev. Janet Levarie 
Smarr, Speculum 65.3 (July, 1990): 630–31. 
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Edwards, Robert R. The Dream of Chaucer: Representation and Reflec-
tion in the Early Narratives (Durham, North Carolina, and London: 
Duke University Press, 1989). Rev. Robert M. Jordan, Journal of Eng-
lish and Germanic Philology 89.3 (July, 1990): 399–401. 

Fido, Franco, Il regime delle simmetrie imperfette: Studi sul “Decameron” 
(Milano: Franco Angeli, 1988). Rev. Pier Massimo Forni, MLN 105.1 
(January, 1990): 150–54; Mario Marti, Giornale storico della lettera-
tura italiana CLXVII, fasc. 537 (1990): 153.  

Gilbert, Creighton, “Boccaccio Looking at Actual Frescoes,” in The Docu-
mented Image. Visions in Art History, eds. Gabriel P. Weisberg and 
Laurinda S. Dixon, with the assistance of Antje Bultmann Lemke (Sy-
racuse: Syracuse University Press, 1988): 225–241. Rev. Anna Laura 
Lepschky, Studi sul Boccaccio 17 (1988): 405–07. 

Hollander, Robert, Boccaccio’s Last Fiction “Il Corbaccio” (Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 1988). Rev. M[ario] M[arti], Gior-
nale storico della letteratura italiana 166, fasc. 535 (1989): 475. 

Kallendorf, Craig, In Praise of Aeneas: Virgil and Epideitic Rhetoric in the 
Early Italian Renaissance (Hanover and London: University Press of 
New England, 1989). Rev. John E. Rexine, Vergilius 35 (1989): 140–
44. 

Mazzotta, Giuseppe, The World at Play in Boccaccio’s “Decameron” 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1986). Rev. Gregory Lucente, 
“Le maggiori correnti della teoria letteraria contemporanea negli Stati 
Uniti. Rassegna,” Lettere italiane 41.2 (aprile-giugno, 1989): 265–93; 
Jonathan Usher, Modern Language Review 84,.1 (January, 1989): 
190–92. 

Porcelli, Bruno, Dante maggiore e Boccaccio minore: strutture e modelli 
(Pisa: Giardini, 1987). Rev. Christopher Nissen, Italica 67.1 (Spring, 
1990): 76–77. 

Smarr, Janet Levarie, Boccaccio and Fiammetta: The Narrator as Lover 
(Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1986). Rev. Albert 
Russell Ascoli, Romance Quarterly 37.2 (May, 1990): 251–54; Bruno 
Ferraro, Bibliothèque d’Humanisme et Renaissance 50 (1988): 778–
82; H. Wayne Storey, Envoi 1.2 (1989): 381–86; Jonathan Usher, 
Modern Language Review 84,.1 (January, 1989): 190–92. 
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Stewart, Pamela D., Retorica e mimica nel “Decameron” e nella commedia 
del Cinquecento (Firenze: Olschki, 1986). Rev. Armando Bisanti, 
Schede medievali 16 (gennaio-giugno, 1989): 214–16. 

 
Forthcoming: 
 
Boccaccio, Giovanni, Diana’s Hunt: Caccia di Diana. Boccaccio’s First 

Fiction, eds. and tr. Anthony K. Cassell and Victoria Kirkham. Phila-
delphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1991. Pp. 288. 

———, Il ninfale fiesolano, a cura di Pier Massimo Forni. Milano: Mursia, 
1991. 

Boli, Todd, “Dante’s Heresies and Boccaccio’s Insistence on the Comedy’s 
Allegory,” forthcoming in Selected Proceedings of AAIS Tenth Annual 
Conference, ed. Mario Aste (1991) 

Consoli, Joseph P., Giovanni Boccaccio: An Annotated Bibliography. New 
York: Garland, 1991. 

Giusti, Eugenio, “La novella di Cesca e ‘intenderlo come si conviene’ nella 
sesta giornata del Decameron,” Studi sul Boccaccio 18 (1989). 
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