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CLAS 1750 
Highways and Byways in Antiquity
Spring 2008
Wednesday, 3:00 pm - 5:20 pm

Rhode Island Hall 002

Sue Alcock, Joukowsky Institute for Archaeology and the Ancient World, 70 Waterman Street.  Office Hours: By appointment.

John Bodel, MacFarlane House 204, 48 College St.


Office hours: M 12-1:30 or by appointment.
This seminar will explore the construction and development of pathways of communication and contact in the ancient (primarily Mediterranean) world. Emphasis will be placed upon major routes (highways) and the state-level powers that instituted and controlled them, but also on more modest roads and paths and the communities they promoted. The scope of the course is thus quite extensive, embracing both terrestrial and maritime roadways, and all forms of activity that took place on and along them (trade, pilgrimage, 'strip development', imperial postal and spy systems, ports, etc.).  Specific questions to be addressed include:

• to what extent and in what ways were centralized authorities responsible for developing and maintaining highway networks?  

• in what ways do such highways serve to unify or to segregate communities, in cultural, political, social, or economic terms? 

• to what extent were road systems integral to the ideology and self-identity of a people? 

• do highways develop their own distinctive architectural forms and cultural institutions? Was there a characteristic "life on the road"? 

• what kinds of small-scale paths and trails augmented major road networks?

• what is the place of long-distance roads in literature and the popular imagination? 

Grading:

Class attendance and participation
20%

Group and individual presentations
20%

Three short writing or project assignments
30%

Research Paper (ca. 20 pages) due May 7th
30%
Assignments:

1)
The Modern Road.  Identify and bring to class a short piece of writing, image, song or other media presentation that, to your mind, evokes issues and emotions revolving around ‘life on the road’ in contemporary culture.  Be prepared to talk briefly about it in class on January 30th.  A brief  writing assignment (ca. 3 pages), explaining and justifying your choice, will be due in class on February 6th.

2)
Individual report on the Group Work project (ca. 5 pages in length).  Each member of a group will write an independent summary of this project.  Topics to be covered include how and why the topic and readings were chosen, the basic arguments presented by the group, and a synthesis and assessment of the class discussion.  It will be interesting to compare perspectives among different members of the group….  Due in class, April 2nd.

3)
Individual report on the proceedings of the Highway conference (ca. 5 pages in length).  Each member of the class will select a particular section of the conference to ‘shadow’: doing additional background readings on the geographical or cultural area, engaging with the speakers, asking questions and facilitating discussion.   This report should summarize these activities, and assess the success of that particular portion of the conference.


















  Text

· Raymond Chevallier, Roman Roads, transl. by N. H. Field (Berkeley 1976)





and various weekly readings assigned in class

Schedule of  Class Meetings and Assignments 

Wednesday, January 23rd

Introduction and video: “America’s Highways” 

Wednesday, January 30th

Sources: literature, epigraphy / Modern roads, paths and travel

· Chevallier, ch. 1, ‘Evidence from literature and inscriptions’, 16-64 




[Colin Adams, ‘”There and back again”: Getting around in Roman Egypt,”in C. Adams and R. Laurence, eds. Travel and Geography in the Roman Empire (London and New York 2001) 138-66 (papyri)]

• 
Individual presentations: The Modern Road
Wednesday, February 6th

Sources: archaeology 







Guest Speaker: Christopher Witmore

· Chevallier, ch. 2, ‘The archaeology of Roman roads’, 65-130

· [Tonnes Bekker-Nielsen, ‘Finding Ancient  Roads’, in The Roads of Ancient Cyprus]
· Selections from Richard Hope Simpson, Mycenaean Fortifications, Highways, Dams and Canals (2006) and William Gell, Itinerary of Greece (1810)
First writing assignment due — ’The Modern Road’

Wednesday, February 13th

All about Roman roads / Pilgrimage 
· Chevallier, ch. 3, ‘Roads in the Roman Empire’, 131-177 (skim)
· Simon Coleman and John Elsner, Pilgrimage: Past and Present in World Religions, ch. 1, , ‘Piety and Identity: Sacred Travel in the Classical World,’ 10-33; ch. 4, ‘The Gospels Embodied: Christian Pilgrimage to the Holy Land,’ 78-103
Wednesday, February 20th

Rivers, canals, and maritime routes
· Chevallier, ch. 4, ‘Life on the road’, 178-201
· 
· 
Wednesday, February 27th

City streets and processions

· Barbara Kellum, “The Spectacle of the Street,”, in Bergmann and Kondoleon 1999: 283-299

Andrew Wallace-Hadrill, “The Streets of Rome as a Representation of Imperial Power,” in L. De Blois, P. Erdkamp, O. Hekster, G. de Kleijn, and S. Mols, eds., The Reception and Perception of Imperial Power (Amsterdam 2003) 189-206
· 



Ray Laurence, “Street activity and public interaction,”ch. 6 in Roman Pompeii. Space and Society (London 1994) 88-103.
· 
Wednesday, March 5th

No class

Wednesday, March 12th

Group work presentations

Wednesday, March 19th

Group work presentations

Spring Break

Wednesday, April 2nd


Conference Preparation
Second writing assignment due: Report on Group Work exercise
- - : - - 
Conference: Highways and Highways and Road Systems: Comparative Perspectives

(Friday, April 4 to Sunday, April 6)
- - : - - 
Wednesday, April 9th


Conference review, assessment (reports)
Wednesday, April 16th

Class presentations
Third writing assignment due: Report on Highways conference

Wednesday, April 23rd

Class presentations

Wednesday, April 30th

Class presentations

Wednesday, May 7th


Final paper due!









































































