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Tues/Thurs 2:30-3:50 pm


Prof. K. Demuth    





 
Office Hrs M 2-3:00

Language Learning Disorders

This course will examine some of the research on language learning disorders, focusing particularly on the characteristics of children with Specific Language Impairment (SLI) and Autism. The course first examines the linguistic characteristics of SLI and Autism, discussing various research results and theoretical proposals that attempt to account for these phenomena, in both English and other languages. It then considers the cognitive/perceptual, genetic, and neurological aspects of language processing in these populations and the implications for language learning. The course concludes with a brief discussion of assessment tools, implications for clinical intervention, theoretical issues, and presentation of final projects. The course will be conducted in a seminar format, with weekly lectures, student presentation of supplementary readings, discussion, and final paper presentations. 

Grade:
Class Participation
25%


Questions
25%


Presentation
25%


Final Projects 
25%

Readings:

1. Leonard, L. Children with Specific Language Impairment. MIT Press: Cambridge, MA, 2000. 

2. Readings: MyCourses (MC)

Syllabus

Jan 24 
Introduction
Readings: L 1

Jane 29-31
SLI, Autism & Normal Language Development 
Readings: L 2, MC 1-4

Feb 5-7  
Linguistic Findings/English
Readings: L 3, MC 5-9

Feb 12-14 
English/Across Languages
Readings: L 4; MC 10-13

Feb 21 
Across Languages
Readings: MC 10-13

Feb 26-28 
Cognitive, Perceptual, & Auditory Findings
Readings: L 5-6; MC 14-16 

Mar 4-6
Genetics
Readings: L 7; MC 17-21

Mar 11-13 
Neurobiology
Readings: MC 22-26

Mar 18-20
Environmental Issues
Readings: L 8, Final proposals
Spring Break



Apr 1-3  
Clinical Issues
Readings: L 9-10 

Apr 8-10

Readings:  MC 27-30

Apr 15-17 
Theoretical Issues
Readings: L 11-14

Apr 22-24 
Conclusion and Final Presentations


Apr 29-May 6
Final Presentations

