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This course will meet twice a week for lectures and once a week for sections. It has two major goals. The first is to provide a basic framework through which to approach European history over the course of the last three hundred years. This does not mean memorizing huge numbers of facts, but it does mean creating an overview that allows factual information to be ordered in meaningful ways. The second is to explore various ways of finding out about that history, the kinds of evidence that are available and the implications of various approaches to that evidence. These are the issues that lie at the heart of the historian’s craft.

COURSE EXPECTATIONS: Your grade for this course will be based on three areas of performance: Sections, Short Papers, and Exams and Projects. Fundamental to all, however, is a fourth area: reading.
Readings: As currently practiced, history is still primarily a written subject. One of the essential tools of the historian is to be able to read both primary and secondary texts, quickly and effectively. I have tried to keep the readings for this course within reasonable limits, but, you should expect to spend several hours each week simply reading. 

The following books have been ordered and are or will soon be at the bookstore:

Timothy Garton Ash, The Magic Lantern

McKay, Hill, Buckler, Crowston, Wiesner-Hanks, A History of Western Society. vol C:  9th Edition (2008)
Modris Eksteins, Walking since Daybreak

Paul Fussell, The Great War and Modern Memory
Elizabeth Gaskell, Mary Barton

Ian Kershaw, The Hitler Myth
Merry Wiesner, Discovering the Western Past 6th Edition, 2008
By next week, there will be the first of what will be two Xeroxed packets of readings at Allegra copy center, (corner of Thayer and Wickendon, second floor). 

Class expectations: A third of your grade in History 2 will be based on class participation: attendance is expected in both lectures and sections. 

Sections: No one who misses more than two section meetings should expect to pass the course. In section we will be discussing the readings for the previous week. Students are expected to have done the readings before coming to section. 


Section Questions: It is generally recognized that writing is an essential part of the historian’s craft; less generally noted is that history papers are attempts to answer questions.  On the day before their sections meet, the students who are not writing papers on assigned questions, may be asked to write a brief response to the week’s readings (details will be worked out in each section) and e-mail them to their section leaders.  
Written work and exams: Two thirds of your grade will come from papers and exams. Each student will be required to write several papers over the course of the term scheduled as follows.

	Weeks 2-4
	Topics will be assigned each week. You may pick as many as you like to write about; only the best grade will count toward the final grade.
	One five paragraph essay due in the section of the week your topic was assigned.

	Weeks 5-6
	Topics will be assigned each week. You will pick one to write about.
	One five page essay due in the section of the week your topic was assigned.

	Week 7 
	Take-home hour exam
	Weekend of March 7-10

	Weeks 8-11
	Synthetic or research essay to be assigned 
	One 7-8 page essay due April 24

	Reading Period
	Take-home final exam
	Due: May 7


1/3 of your written grade will be taken from the papers, 1/3 from the examinations and 1/3 from your final essay. 
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Preliminary Reading Assignments

In the syllabus that follows * signifies a reading to be found in the course packet.

Week 1 Jan 23: Introductory

No sections this week


Jan 23—Introductory

 Wiesner, 24-50.

Week 2, Jan 28-Feb 1: The Eighteenth-Century Background


Jan 29— The People of Europe 


Wiesner, 81-109.

Jan 31— Newton, Locke and the Age of Reason

Wiesner, 51-80.
Week 3, Feb 4-8: The French Revolution and its aftermath


Feb 5—Displacing a King


Wiesner, 110-137.


McKay, 683-703.


* Lefebvre, “A Series of Class Revolts”


* Eisenstein, “Was the ‘Bourgeois Revolt’ Bourgeois?”


* Godechot, “The Uprising of July 14: Who Participated?”


Feb 7—Napoleon and World Conquest


McKay, pp. 703-715.

Week 4, Feb 11-Feb 15: The Industrial Revolution and its aftermath

Gaskell, Mary Barton [vii-79]

Feb 12—The Industrial Revolution


McKay, 716-730.


Wiesner, 85-109 (Reprise), 138-173.


Feb 14— Thinking it through

McKay, pp. 730-745. 


* Ure, “The Philosophy of Manufactures”


* Engels, “The Condition of the Working Class in England”


Wiesner, 174-203.

Week 5, Feb 18-22 The Revolutions of 1848


February Break: No Tuesday Lecture

Gaskell, Mary Barton 80-195
Feb 22— Revolutions of 1848

McKay, 747-766.


Wiesner, pp. 174-203.

Week 6, Feb 25-29: The Nation State


Gaskell, Mary Barton 196-end
Feb 26— The Nation State: Italy and Germany

McKay, pp. 754-56, 758-63 (reprise) 815-26, 31-43.


*Joseph Mazinni, “The Duties of Man”

*Margadant, “Gender, Vice, and the Political Imaginary in Post-Revolutionary France . . .”

Feb 28— Speaking of Women   


McKay, pp. 747-77.
*Weisner [previous edition], pp. 269-97. 
Week 7, March 3-7: European Expansion


March 4—Ottoman Encounters



       Guest Lecturer: Engin Akarli


March 6—The View from Africa



       Video and comment by Nancy Jacobs



McKay, 847-75.


Wiesner, pp. 243-62.


*Engin Akarli in course packet part 2. 

Week 8, March 10-14: World War I


March 11—The Guns of War


March 13—World War I


McKay, pp. 879-95.


Wiesner, pp. 298-334.


Fussell, 1-74 

Week 9,   March 17-21 An End to War?


Eksteins, ix-60.

March 17— Russian Revolution


McKay, 895-911.
Wiesner, 266-97.

March 21—Uncertainty


McKay, pp. 913-928

* “Beyond Suffrage: Four ‘New’ Women of the 1920s”
SPRING BREAK: March 22-30 

Week 10, March 31-April 4: Ideological Polarization 


Eksteins, 61-95.

Fussell, 75-113.
April 1— The Crash

McKay, 933-943
April 3—Totalitarian Regimes


McKay, pp. 945-966, 978-79


*Hitler, Mein Kampf (selections)


*Mussolini, “The Doctrine of Fascism”


*Stalin, “The Foundations of Leninism”



*Koestler, “The God that Failed.”

Week 11, April 7-11: World War II


Eksteins, 96-170.


April 8— Lebensraum


McKay, 962-67.


Kershaw, The Hitler Myth. pp. 13-82, 229-69.


April 10— The Holocaust 



        Guest Lecture: Maud Mandel



McKay, 967-73.


Wiesner, pp. 335-364.


* Christopher Browning.


* Rapposa article

Week 12, April 14-18: The Cold War


Eksteins, 170-220


April 15—1945 and Beyond


McKay, 970-989, 995-998

April 17—Out of Africa


McKay, 989-995

Week 13, April 21-25. The Fall of the Wall 


April 22—1968


McKay, 999-1017


Wiesner, 365-398

April 24—The Fall of the Wall


McKay, 1019-1031

Ash, The Magic Lantern 11-46, 78-167.


