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Samuel Johnson’s Dictionary 



Samuel 
Johnson: 
Growing Up in 
Lichfield 

•Born 
Semptember 
18th, 1709 

•Scrofula and a 
troubled 
childhood 

•Refuge in 
books 

 



Education and Early Career  

Cornelius Ford: An 
inspirational tutor 

13 Months at Oxford 

Voyage to Abyssinia 
and Johnson’s 
natural gift 

Marriage to 
Elizabeth Porter 

Life in London, 
Gentleman’s 
Magazine 

Savage, Illness and 
Poverty 



A Sociocultural Context 

Evolving 
attitudes 
towards the 
dictionary 

A revolution in 
the print 
industry 

Imperialism and 
“Britishness” 



Making the Dictionary 

  



A Finished 
Product 

Critical 
reception 

An abridged 
version 

Johnson after 
the dictionary 

 



The Author in the Text 

 Moral, Political and Marital Opinions  

 



Some Witty Entries 

 Distiller: One who makes and sells pernicious and inflammatory spirits. 
 Dull: Not exhilaterating (sic); not delightful; as, to make dictionaries is 

dull work. 
 Excise: A hateful tax levied upon commodities, and adjudged not by the 

common judges of property, but wretches hired by those to whom excise 
is paid. 

 Far-fetch: A deep stratagem. A ludicrous word. 
 Kickshaw: A dish so changed by the cookery that it can scarcely be 

known. 
 Oats: A grain, which in England is generally given to horses, but in 

Scotland appears to support the people. 
 Patron: One who countenances, supports or protects. Commonly a 

wretch who supports with insolence, and is paid with flattery. 
 Pension: An allowance made to any one without an equivalent. In 

England it is generally understood to mean pay given to a state hireling 
for treason to his country. 

 Politician: 1. One versed in the arts of government; one skilled in 
politicks. 2. A man of artifice; one of deep contrivance. 


