
The Fayyum 

Rural Egypt and the social 
transformations of Egypt in late antiquity 

and the Byzantine period



A snapshot of rural Egypt:

• Who owns the land?
• Litigation and taxes
• Interactions with the 

city
• Administration and 

governance



Life in the village:

• The economy of the 
village – risk and 
entrepreneurship

• Not just agriculture – 
but mostly

• People with animals
• The need for 

infrastructure
• Religious life – from 

temple to church



Byzantine period decline?:

• Reductions in 
village size

• Fewer villages and 
increased 
desertification

• Changing economic 
and administrative 
structures

• Intrusions from the 
desert margins 
(Blemmyes)



The Example of the Fayyum (the Arsinoite 
Nome)



The new Fayyum – Wadi Rayyan and land 
reclamation



Birkat Qarun/Lake Moeris



Bahr Yussef

Amenemhat’s embankment



Movement of Water



Knowing the Fayyum: Archaeology and Papyri

Tebtunis/Umm al-Burigat
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