EGYT-1470 -- Egypt after the Pharaohs

Essay Assignment #2
***Due Friday 10/29 by 3 pm via email to both Ian_Straughn@brown.edu and Amanda_Davis@brown.edu
***note that this is a change in due date from the syllabus

Instructions:

Respond to the following essay prompt in a paper of roughly 2000 words. You should develop an argument that specifically addresses the question and articulates a clear thesis. As you defend that thesis you will want to use evidence from our course materials such as particular events, sites, social developments, and quotes from primary and secondary sources to support your argument. As you work on these essays it will be important that you recognize when you are making claims that need evidentiary support and how those claims develop a logical structure for the overall argument. Essays will be graded on content (i.e. the soundness of the argument and the use of evidence), structure and general writing mechanics. 

Essays should be double spaced and in a reasonable font with reasonable margins. Don’t forget page numbers and a title. Citations of course materials should be parenthetical – e.g. (Bagnall 1993: 137). If you use any materials from outside of the course (not at all required or expected for this essay) please provide a full bibliographical reference at the end of your paper.

Essay Topic:

Is Cairo/Fustat just another Alexandria?  As you think about this comparison pay attention to the ways in which in which both cities served to ingrate their inhabitants and Egyptians more broadly within broader socio-cultural and political transformations. Were they equally effective, or differentially alienating as parasites on the landscape?
An Alternative:

Choose a particular monument or archaeological site on which to conduct some outside research. Discuss its significance in relationship to one of the course themes. Remember to develop an argument and not just give a report of its description and history. 
