EGYT-1470 -- Egypt after the Pharaohs

Essay Assignment #3

***Due Friday 12/10 by 3 pm via email to Ian_Straughn@brown.edu 

***note that this is a change in due date from the syllabus


Instructions:

Craft a piece of original research of roughly 3000 words. The topic of your essay is completely of your own choosing and design but must accomplish the following: 1) relate to the course in some substantial fashion (i.e. deal with Egypt in the time period under concern, discuss themes and issues pertinent to course content); 2) gather multiple outside scholarly sources on the topic and identify debates or tensions within that scholarship (e.g. If you do a paper on Bashmuric Coptic revolt of the early 9th century it is not enough to rely on a single monograph treatment of this event for your analysis); 3) establish an argument and not simply provide a description or historical report of the chosen topic. As you begin to get into the scholarship I want you to think about whether there are other ways in which one might approach this topic, other themes that it could address, other comparisons or parallels that may be drawn. This is one way to push yourself towards developing that sense of an argument for the paper that you write.
It is most definitely OK, if not strongly encouraged, to use course materials as part of your essay. I may even be disappointed if the readings and discussions we have had over the semester did not result in any conceptual tools or knowledge that was useful in completing this assignment.

Essays should be double spaced and in a reasonable font with reasonable margins. Don’t forget page numbers and a title. Citational and bibliographic format is completely your choice. All I ask is that you are consistent and that the relevant information is present.
Here are some possibilities to get you thinking:

· Medieval geographic descriptions of Egypt by non-Egyptians (al-Muqadasi and his ilk)

· The image of the Egyptian peasant in historical fiction

· Artistic representations of the Ancient Alexandria

· Coptic monasteries of the Wadi Natrun, or a specific monastery, or the life of St. Anton

· Discussion of a particular historical figure – Athanasius, al-Hakim, Cleopatra
· Discussion of a particular historical even – earthquake of (pick your year); the plague; Coptic revolt

· Some aspect of the Geniza documents

· The transition from papyrus to vellum to paper, the introduction and role of sugarcane, something else about technology and change

· Tax-farming practices across multiple periods
Benchmarks to completion (this is a guideline that it is strongly suggested that you follow but not mandatory – heaven forbid that something curricular be mandatory at Brown):

· Settle on topic and run it by me by 11/11

· Organize research materials, seek research consultation if needed, and begin outlining the paper by 11/18

· Complete research reading and develop argument by the return from Thanksgiving break

· Rough draft ready for work with writing fellows or with me by 12/2

· Final due 12/10 

I do expect that I will see you all at least once, even if briefly, to make sure that your are finding materials and that the topic you have chosen will be suitable both in terms of content and scope.

