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AE0120-12 

Arabia and the Arabs: The Making of an Ethnos
Instructor: Ian Straughn

Email: ian_straughn@brown.edu
Office: 309 in 70 Waterman
Office Hours: Tuesday 2-4pm
Course Times: MWF 2-2:50 (G hour) 
Course Location: Wilson 103
Course Website/Wiki: http://proteus.brown.edu/arabiaandarabs/home
OCRA password: Arabia
COURSE DESCRIPTION:



The Arabian Peninsula has remained largely a terra incognita. The assumption has always been that it remained marginal to the forces of empire and civilization that percolated throughout the Near East since the 4th millennium BCE. This image of marginalization would be shattered with the arrival of the Prophet Muhammad and his message of Islam that would be carried by the peoples of Arabia from Morocco to China. This course offers an exploration into the land known as Arabia and the people who have come to be called the Arabs. Throughout this course we will examine the history of this region and its relationship to the outside with a careful consideration of its archaeological record. We will consider a number of themes including the nature of ethnic identity, its relationship to geography and material culture, the continuities of the Islamic and pre-Islamic worlds, the role of language, and the reality or myth of Arabian marginalization and the efforts of the outside world to penetrate it. 

Temporally this course will span from the Bronze Age to the beginnings of the Saudi Kingdom. Our materials for this journey will consist of archaeological sites, historical records, travel logs and autobiographies, documentaries and films, poetry, photographs and even a novel. These diverse media will open us to the material worlds of Arabia and the Arabs and allow us to consider and challenge long-held dichotomies of the desert and the sown, tribe and state, nomad and settler, civilization and barbarism, dar al-Islam and dar al-harb to mention but a few. Throughout this course we will pay attention to role of Orientalist narratives about the other and the ways in which an archaeological perspective on ethnicity and its components allows us to reconsider such histories. Our goal is to leave with more than just desert tracings, the longings of the metaphorical lost love so lamented by the Arabian poets. As one of them has so eloquently put it:
If my essence is from dust, then dust (wherever it is)


is my homeland.

PREREQUISITES: 



There are no pre-requisites for this course. While a background in archaeology, history, classics and/or anthropology may be useful in probing many of the themes of this course, those students without such previous coursework should not be intimidated. Additionally, some students may come in with more or less knowledge about Islam and Muslim society, however, I will not assume that students have such a background. 
COURSE GOALS: 



1) Knowledge Acquisition:

This course aims to teach the students about the archaeology, history and social worlds of Arabia. This will include knowledge of specific sites, geography, people, events, traditions, as well as religious and social practices. In order to accomplish this goal and reinforce the course lectures and discussions we will maintain on the course wiki a glossary of key terms and images encountered throughout the semester. This document will become the basic study guide for the final exam.

2) Skill Sets:
 
This course is intended to further develop and assess student’s abilities in key aspects of their academic work including writing arguments, summarizing and critically evaluating readings, as well as participating in debate about transdiciplinary topics such as ethnicity, language and material culture. This training will be attained through a diverse set of assignments including reading response, essays, exams, and participation in discussions both in the classroom and through an integrated web platform. It is central to this course that, as students, you become exposed and contend with a diverse set of sources for understanding and learning about a culture and society that is both temporally and geographically removed from what is familiar.
READINGS:



This course is comprised of a diverse, some might say even eclectic, set of readings that range from scholarly articles to novels. This demonstrates a broader point about the nature of an archaeological study and its relationship to the printed word, namely that must not be shy to incorporate varied sources about the social world that we hope to investigate whether it is the verse of ancient poets or the technical reports of an excavation. 


The following books have been ordered through the Brown bookstore. We will read them in their entirety or significant portions such that photocopying would not be cost effective. They are all worthy of being part of your libraries, but library copies will be on reserve and additional copies can be accessed through the library’s Borrow Direct and ILL services.

· N. Clapp, The Road to Ubar
· M. Wolfe ed., One Thousand Roads to Mecca
· A. Munif, Cities of Salt
· R. Bulliet, The Camel and the Wheel (this is available as an ebook from the library)

· R. Hoyland, Arabia and the Arabs: From the Bronze Age to the Coming of Islam (this is available as an ebook from the library)

· M. Sells, Desert Tracings: Six Classic Arabian Odes  (on back order – purchase via Amazon or other retailer (about $10))

A couple of other texts were order but will not be used.

With a few exceptions the remained of the readings will be available through the OCRA service of the Rock. The exceptions will be provided to you as individual handouts in class or on the wiki. It is your responsibility to gain access to these readings and to notify me of any difficulties with some advance notice so that I can at least attempt to make the system work. 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 



Course Grading

Class Participation – 15%
Reading Responses – 20%

Essay #1 – 20%

Essay #2 – 25%

Exams – 20%

Class Participation

Class participation will be assessed not simply on the volume of one’s participation in discussions but on the quality and thoughtfulness of a student’s contribution. This is invariably a subjective measure, but it is important for students to consider whether they have a particular question that they want to address and how that relates to the readings. What I particularly want to see is that students demonstrate close reading skills by drawing on the texts themselves and offering analysis of an author’s argument. This might be in the form of showing how the archaeological evidence does not support the substantive claims of an article, or to ask for clarification of technical terms or theoretical concepts. 
Included in the class participation grade are the various non-graded short assignments that will be part of the course which may include in-class debates, short presentations, or course wiki postings.

Attendance is absolutely mandatory. After the first two weeks of shopping period you will have two days of unexcused absences (use them wisely). Each additional unexcused absence will result in 1 point subtracted from your final total out of 100. Absences due to illness, personal/family emergency will be excused given sufficient verification. Excessive tardiness (10 minutes or more after the start of class) will result in ½ point subtracted from your final grade. You will learn very little from this class if you do not show up.

Reading Responses

Five reading responses of 1-2 pages throughout the quarter.

These will be reactions a particular set of readings for a class periodwhich each student will post on the Wiki page devoted to these response. They will need to be posted by midnight on the day before class. Please email me a message that you have done a posting so that I can look at it prior to class. Be prepared to discuss your postings during that class. These responses can take a variety of forms: a close reading of a particular passage, a critique of a particular argument, or a collection of related ideas that emerged from the readings. I am more interested in seeing that you are thinking and analyzing the texts than in reading beautiful prose (though to accomplish both is certainly a plus). The point is for you all to generate and express ideas, complete sentences and paragraphs with point sentences can certainly help in this. These do not have to be in the form of an argument. Each response will be graded on a scale of 0-4:

0 = blank paper
1 = unacceptable, rewrite mandatory, failed to address the readings
2 = optional rewrite but acceptable, lacking any close attention to the readings
3 = clear engagement with the materials but a rushed job

4 = well crafted with carefully considered (though possibly faulty) ideas

(5) This grade which carries extra credit will be given to exceptional work that makes interesting connections with past readings and shows flashes of creativity

My expectation is that the vast majority of your responses will fall into categories 4 and 5 if you have done the reading well and spend 30 minutes to and hour composing some ideas
Writing Assignments – General Overview

This course will require you to write two short (4-6 pages) essays during the semester. The first essay will be a specific question related to the course themes. You might think of it more as a take home midterm.

The second paper will ask you to read and analyze some material of your choosing from a list of works which I will provide. Here the task is to take a primary document, site report, or other genre of text and use it to form an argument about the relationship between material culture and ethnicity or the trope of penetrating the unknown lands and peoples of Arabia.

Further details of each essay will be provided closer to the time of the actual assignment.
Writing assignments will be evaluated for both content and style. By style I mean that I expect papers to have been rigorously edited and be professional pieces of writing with proper citation formats, page numbers, title pages etc. In terms of content (and this will be the subject of separate handout) what I am looking for is a well structured argument that demonstrates a critical close engagement with the readings. I would much rather a paper that analyzed just two sentences of an article with close attention to language and their relationship to the author’s thesis than a personal commentary or literature review. 

Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Any incidents of dishonest work will be reported to your academic advisor and the appropriate dean. I take all these matters seriously. If you feel that you are headed in this direction, see me immediately and we can solve this together, before it leads down the road of disciplinary action. 
Exams
There will be two 50 minute exams for this course (each worth 10% of the final grade) which will largely deal with the people, places and things which we have discussed throughout the semester. For the most part they will be composed of identifications of concepts and terms which we will collect as part of a running glossary on the course wiki. It will be part of your job (and you participation grade) to prepare this page as a study guide. This will also include a number of images that we will look at in class as part of the lectures. For an idea of what this will comprise have a look at the glossary for AE0060.
http://proteus.brown.edu/islamicarchaeologyglossary/Home
CLASS SESSIONS – Topics, Readings and Assignments:


Week 1: Introductions
W 1/24: Imaging and Imagining Arabia
F 1/26: Course Themes – Identity, Materiality, Orientalism, and the Edges of Empire
Part I: Arabia and the Arabs before Islam
Week 2: Arabia Emerges
M 1/29: Peoples and Places of Ancient Arabia
Read: Arabia and the Arabs pp1-84

W 1/31: Chronologies
F 2/2:  Screening and discussion of: 
Queen of Sheba: Behind the Myth. Bethesda, MD: Discovery Channel Video, 2002

A short map assignment will be posted on the course wiki.

Week 3: Elements of an Arab Identity
M 2/5: Tribal Humanism

Read: Chapter 5 Arabia and the Arabs (113-138)
W 2/7: Language and Material Culture

Read: Chapters 7 and 8 Arabia and the Arabs (167-228)
F 2/9: Film Screening:
Yemen: land of the Queen of Sheba [videorecording] / written and directed by Alain Jomier, 2000

You are required to produce a reading response in which you compare the two films screened in class


Read: Chapter 9 Arabia and the Arabs (229-247)
Week 4: Arabian Economy
M 2/12: Trade, Agriculture and the Nomad

Read: Chapter 4 Arabia and the Arabs (85-112)
W 2/14: Portrait of Arabia Felix:
F 2/16: Discussion 
Read: 
Bulliet The Camel and the Wheel (Chapters 1-4 and 8-10)

Week 5: Religion in Arabia
M 2/19: No Class – Long Weekend

W 2/21: Paganism
Read:
 
Chapter 6 Arabia and the Arabs  (139-166)
Henninger, J. 1981. “Pre-Islamic Bedouin Religion.” in Studies on Islam' ed M. Swartz. Oxford U. Press. 3-22
F 2/23: Monotheism (Jews and Christians)

Read:

Langfeldt, J. 1994. “Recently Discovered Early Christian Monuments in Northeastern Arabia.” Arabian Archaeology and Epigraphy 5: 32-60. 

Week 6: Arabs, Empires and Archaeology
M 2/26: Rome
Read:



Shahid, I. 1984. Rome and the Arabs. Dumbarton Oaks (Chapter 9 “The term Saraceni and the Image of the Arabs (123-138) and Part III (145-161))


Bowersock, G. W. 1984. Roman Arabia. Harvard U. Press (Chapters 1, 2, 5, 6, 7 pages 1-27 and 59-109)
W 2/28: Persia

Read:
Potts, D. 1990. The Arabian Gulf in Antiquity. Oxford U. Press (p. 197-257)

F 3/2:  Case Study of Petra
Essay #1 Assigned
Week 7: Prelude to Islam
M 3/5: The Ghassanids and the Lakhmids

Read:


Shahid, I. 2002. Byzantium and The Arabs in the Sixth Century. V.2.1 Dumbarton Oaks. (Chapter 1: “The Federate Sedentary Presence” p.1-20.)
Kister M. J. 1998 “Al-Hira: Some Notes on its Relations with Arabia.” In The Arabs and Arabia on the Eve of Islam. F. E. Peters. Burlington, Vt., Ashgate:
W 3/7: Rethinking Nomads


Read:  

Donner, F. M. (1998). The Role of Nomads in the Near East in Late Antiquity (400-800 CE). The Arabs and Arabia on the Eve of Islam. F. E. Peters. Burlington, Vt., Ashgate: 21-33. 
F 3/9:  Poetics (Discussion)

Read: Sells, M. 1989. Desert Tracings: Six Classic Arabian Odes. Wesleyan U. Press.

You should have turned in at least 2 reading responses by this point in the semester.


Part II: Arabia, the Arabs and Islam

Week 8: An Urban Society for Arabia 
M 3/12: Mecca 
Essay #1 Due in class.

Read (for the week):

Sergeant, R. B. (1998). Haram and Hawtah, the Sacred Enclave in Arabia. The Arabs and Arabia on the Eve of Islam. F. E. Peters. Burlington, Vt., Ashgate: 167-84.

Wheatley, P. 2000. The Places Where Men Pray. U. Chicago Press. (Ch. 7: “The Jazira of the Arabs” p.127-135)

D. Whitcomb. 1996. “Urbanism in Arabia.” Arabian Archaeology and Epigraphy. 7: 38-51

Lewcock, R. 1983. “The urban Development of Sana.” In San‘a’: An Arabian Islamic City. Cambridge 122-43. 
W 3/14: Rescheduled Class – For Test #1 
F 3/16: Medina and Sana’
Week 9: Who are the Arabs now?: Settlement in the Conquered Lands
M 3/19: Settlement Patterns

Read:

'Athamina, K. (1986). "Arab Settlement During the Umayyad Caliphate." Jerusalem Studies of Arabic and Islam 8: 185-207.

W 3/21: The Umayyads: An Arabian Dynasty and their Monuments

Read:

Khoury, N. (1993). "The Dome of the Rock, the Ka'ba, and Ghumdan: Arab Myths and Umayyad Monuments." Muqarnas 10: 57-65.

Bacharach, J. (1996). "Marwanid building activities: speculations on patronage." Muqarnas 13: 27-44.
F 3/23: The Marginalization of Arabia? (class to be rescheduled)
Essay #2 Assigned.
Week 10: NO CLASSES – Spring Recess
Week 11: Ritual practice and materiality of the Hajj
M 4/2: The Haram and the landscape of the pilgrimage

Read:

Excerpts from a contemporary Hajj guide. 
W 4/4: The Hajj


Read: Part I “The Medieval Period” in One Thousand Roads to Mecca (p. 11-77)

F 4/6: The Darb al-Zubayda and the site of al-Rabadhah


Read: Whitcomb, D. 1996. “The Darb Zubayda as A Settlement System in Arabia” ARAM 8: 25-32
Week 12: Arabia rediscovered

M 4/9: Penetrating the Sacred Lands

Read: 

Chapter 9 “Sir Richard Burton” in One Thousand Roads to Mecca (pages 197-225)


Asad, M. 1954. The Road to Mecca. (Pages 3-73)
W 4/11: Archaeological Conquest - Discussion of Clapp’s The Road to Ubar
F 4/13: In class writing workshop (see handout available on the wiki)
Week 13: Encounters with the Arabs
M 4/16: Discussion of Asad’s The Road to Mecca


Read pages 174-196, 301-400.
W 4/18: Lawrence of Arabia – Discussion of clips from the Film
F 4/20: Bedouin Resettlement: the Case of Hail

Look at the archive of photographs taken by Gertrude Bell during the early 20th c. of this town along the Darb al-Zubayda. These are available on the wiki.

Then compare it with the following official website of the Saudi Embassy with regards to the town. 

http://www.saudiembassy.net/Publications/MagWinter98/hail.htm
This class will be part lecture but also prepare for an in class discussion of these different representations and their use of media. 



Week 14: Materiality and Ethnic Identity
M 4/23: Archaeology and the politics of Identity

Read:

D. Potts. 1998. “The Gulf Arab states and their archaeology” in Archaeology Under Fire. Ed. L. Meskell. 189-200
Also have a look at the glossy coffee table put out by the Saudi Arabian Dept. of Antiquities entitled: An introduction to: Saudi Arabian Antiquities. (Rock copy will be available in the Institute Library, 3rd floor of 70 Waterman)

W 4/25: Changing Material worlds: Discussion of Cities of Salt (to pages 267)
F 4/27: Changing Identities: Discussion of Cities of Salt (to the end)
Last Chance to turn in a reading response

Week 15: Review
M 4/29: Final thoughts/course wrap-up
W 5/1: Review Session/Make-up class/presentations
F 5/3: Test #2
Essay #2 Due at 5pm Friday 5/3
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