Aldrich House Geophysical Survey Reports
Final Report Assignment

Report goals:

The final report should serve as a description and analysis of the geophysical surveys at the Aldrich House detailing methodology, data capture, data processing, integration, and interpretations.  Central to the report is providing information to a non-geophysics client for their use in further archaeological site assessment.  You must also include information in this report on a level that any other archaeologist can re-create or re-process your survey results for continued research into the site.

Report Structure:
Please use the following outline as a guide for structuring your report.  Depending upon your methods and interpretations, you may wish to add specific sections or appendices.  Use the various site reports you have read as part of class assignments and in particular the Archaeology Data Service Guide to Good Practice (http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/goodguides/geophys/) as references for what to include and basic organization of your report.  You must use references in the text when citing any publications or published images/maps you have used.  The reference citing in the text should include the author’s last name and date of publication.  The full reference should be included in the Bibliography section at the end of the report.
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Summary/Abstract:

The summary should be an overview of the Aldrich House geophysical survey project, what you set out to do, how you did it, and what conclusions you have drawn.  This should be a brief (no more than 2 paragraphs) and to the point summary of the entire report.  You may wish to write this section last.  Once you have completed your interpretations and conclusions it will be easier to write an overview.

Introduction: 

The introduction to your report serves as a statement of the entire project.  This section will contain the thesis statement, or archaeological problem, that you used as a basis for your research.  Some of the things you should address in the introduction include:

· The significance of the study area

· A brief history or description of the study area

· Geophysical surveys as a method for archaeological site analysis

· Property owner

· Project director

Background and desk based surveys:

This section presents any background research you have conducted as part of this project which may include:  (your site proposal should come in handy here)

· Acquiring building construction and plans

· The initial purpose of the building and possible change(s) over time

· Oral histories

· Documents that provide information about your study area and potential archaeological features that you might expect to identify

Geophysical Surveys:

This section presents the results of your geophysical surveys.  It should include detailed information on:
· Selection of site survey methods

· Field survey

· Establishing site grid and baseline

· Data sampling rates (and why!)

· Problems encountered in the field and how they effected/or might effect data

· Data processing techniques (and why!)

· Data integration methods

Data Interpretation Results:

Up to this point you have expressed the mechanics and decision making involved in archaeo-geophysical surveys.  This section will show me what you have learned and your comprehension of geophysical survey methods and what we are mapping (and why!) beneath the ground surface.

Conclusions & Recommendations:

This section pulls together the previous analysis and interpretations and gives you the opportunity to recommend future strategies for site investigation and develop site theories.  
Bibliography/References:

Please list all publications and personal communications you have referred to in the body of the text of your report.  The Writing Center at Brown is a good resource for reference.

Appendices:
This section is intended to include the information that you refer to in your report, but that is not included as part of the text body.  Examples might include details of the site survey, additional information on geophysical survey methods, data sampling etc.  If you have questions about this, please contact me.
Note:  I am a big fan of figures.  Please use maps, photos, screen captures, and data images throughout your report.  Remember that the figures must represent, or help express something concrete in the text.  Figures should be both labelled with ‘captions’ (use Insert_reference_caption in Word) and should be clearly (and logically) referenced in the text.  Figures should be inserted logically in the body of the text (Insert_picture_from file)
