


An Early Bronze age ritual standard,
Alacahoyuk, Turkey

Ankara: the contemporary ancient past




Where is Mesopotamia, Near East, Middle East?







Antiquities: The Hottest Investment
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The 5,000 yearald
Guanral Liaram is
madm af limsstoos and
rturds 33 trcharin
hatght.

Tha seolptura o jost thres and a half inches tall and locks Hie a famala
beady-bildar with a Hon's head. Bot thare's no qoestion that th 1.8 ke
purchass of the SSuennol Lionsss' by Alistalr Bradley Martin masa E3) Eru
beilliamt investient. Tha 5000 yaar-ald pleca of Mesopotamian : f
raligious art — presumably of Inanma, god dees of sav and war — wassald
atauction by Sothabey's Mav Yark st meak for a record -shattaring §57.2
millicn. Foond at an archasalogical 3 near Baghdad, 1t 4 an axtramely
rars reprasan tation of thegeddess — known alsevhars as Lhitar —in

POSSESS_i ng amirnal ferm. Sheds ona of thasarbest of the geds whees names have sorefved through hlstary.
the ancient past
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B har sala, the ot aspamsive pios of sculpoore of any pertod sald at awction wasa phass
by Fatilo Pieaasa which want for g ndlban. The pravions antiquities record was sat by a
Feanan bronza which seld for 28 millian.

in the Middle East




INTERNATHINAL
Herald Tribune opinion

Busivess Culue  Speris  Opinion
AMIRCAS DS ASWPACKIE ACAMOOLEIAST  TOCRAMIAA STALD ML
FRCFBATENL MO HULT- ARECAL BEONTE Ak ChFEL

The endan gered (uture of the past

by L bt Sran e el Sns Harvairiah Pt bt &
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Babylon, Ishtar Gate Babylon, Tower of Babel Babylon, archaeological
6% c. BC 16%c. AD site, military base
Pieter Brueghel, the Elder (1525-1569) 21th¢c. AD

Three Babylons




F2 T Hangng Gandiad df Mabylon (Kb recy's socomncd an)

Seven Wonders of the World
(or... the medieval European imagination of
antiquity)

Hanging Gardens of Babylon

idea of paradeisos: exotic royal garden in the
ancient Near East?




Utopian
T:‘am;sf iguration

Situationist Utopian city “New Babylon” by Dutch Alejandro Gonzalez Ifiarritu (dir). 2006
artist Constant Nieuwenhuys

Babylon: modern imaginations




Babylonian map of the world (*“mappa mundi”) on clay tablet
Early-mid 15t millennium BC. Probably from Borsippa, Southern Iraq.
Now in British Museum.




-bird, the scorpion-man ( ), sea-serpent
), gazelle ( ), zebu, water-buffalo
), panther ( ), bull-man ( ), lion
), wolf ( ), red-deer ( ), hyena ( ),
male/female monkey ( ), ibex ( ), ostrich
( ), cat ( ), chameleon ( )-

The “known world” and its fictitious mytho-poetic margins.




Babylon = Babili = TIN.TIRK!
Image of the city in Babylonian “topographical texts”

“Babylon, the bond of heaven and the underworld,

Babylon, the city of festivals, rejoicing and dancing,

Babylon, the city whose people continually celebrate festivals,
Babylon, the sacred city,

Babylon, which is granted full measure of wisdom,

Babylon, which recites a spell for all creation,

Babylon, house of reason and counsel”
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Sedimentation of history: the making of a powerful place

Babylon: Ishtar Gate
6% c. BC

Neo-Babylonian kingdom

urban spectacle -

Three Babylons:

Babylon: Tower of Babel Babylon: archaeological

16t c. AD site, military base
Pieter Br el, the Elder (1525-1569) 21t c. AD

mytho-poetic imagination - political conflict

three spectacles, three sites of historical representation




Where is Babylon?

Babylon transported :
many babylons







