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Initiating Building Projects in the Ancient Near East:

The Role of Sacrifice & Festival 


In my final paper I propose to explore the role of sacrifice and festival in the initiation of building projects in the ancient Near East. Gudea will serve as a primary case study in this exploration and discourse. In addition, I hope to examine the archaeological evidence of sacrificial practices and festivities in the initiation of building projects from varied cultures outside the Near East in order to contextualize the practices particular to this region.  
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