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Site of sight, rite of sight, the right to sight (R. Holod): approaching visual cultures of the ancient past 

Renata Holod’s 60 Second Lecture.

• The situated nature of the act of seeing. The idea that the experience of seeing is very much defined 
by the nature of locality, preconditioned by the cultural-spatial aspects of place. 

• Seeing as a ritualized act. The idea of the spectacle and the spectacular.

• The politics of vision- hidden treasures. 

Uruk (Warka) Vase, 3300–3000 B.C.; 
Late Uruk period- Excavated from the Eanna Precinct
Alabaster, carved. Iraq Museum Baghdad 

uruk/warka: urban drama? uruk/warka: representations of a ruler-priest?

uruk/warka: boulder with the relief representation of a lion hunt performing the everyday: seal imagery of the late uruk period
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tell all ubaid, temple of ninhursag: 
architectural technologies contemprary to Uruk

Three moments in the urban/archaeological 
history of Ur:

• The royal tombs of the Early Dynastic Period city (early to 
mid 3 rd millennium BC)

• The sanctuary of Nanna complex and the massive urban 
construction in the city at the time of the Third Dynasty kings 
(late 3 rd millennium BC)

• Residential neighborhoods (early 2 nd millennium BC)
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Ur: trading cities

Leonard Woolley recovering a lyre from the royal cemetery 
and speaking to his favorite man, Hamoudi

cylinder seals from the royal cemetery: stratification of tombs and burials

Tomb PG 789

Tomb PG 1237 
“The Great Death Pit”
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Inlaid vessel in the form of an ostrich egg
Ur PG 779 Gold, lapis lazuli, red limestone,
shell, and bitumen. Height 14.6 cm, Diameter 13 cm.

Dagger
PG 1054

hybrid beings from the royal cemetery: lapis lazuli, shell, gold leaf, bitumen, wood
“The Standard of Ur” PG 779.
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Wreath. Found in the "Great Death Pit" at Ur. 
Gold, lapis lazuli and carnelian. L. 42.7 cm. "Great Death Pit" at Ur. 

Gold, lapis lazuli and carnelian. L. 33.1 cm. 

holod_256_384.rm

Early Dynastic I.     2950-2750 BC.
Early Dynastic II.    2750-2600 BC.
Early Dynastic IIIa. 2600-2450 BC
Early Dynastic IIIb. 2450-2350 BC.
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Wall plaque- Ur-Nanše and family. 
Limestone w/ cuneiform inscription
Girsu (modern Tello), Southern Iraq
Early Dynastic IIIA 2550-2400 BC

Wall plaque- Ur-Nanše and family. 
Limestone w/ cuneiform inscription
Girsu (modern Tello), Southern Iraq
Early Dynastic IIIA 2550-2400 BC
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Border conflict between the regional states of Umma and Lagash (25 th c. BC)  

Myth and History:
Stele of Eannatum. ca. 2460 BC. from Girsu (Telloh)  

Stele of Eannatum. ca. 2460 BC. from Girsu (Telloh), fragments  


