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Setup

The menu page is an undeniably important feature of our multi-media presentation of the excavation at the John Brown House. We decided to change the structure of the movie from the midterm to make it more accessible to the viewer, keeping in mind that not everyone who will watch this movie will have any background in archaeology. Also, in an attempt to further connect with these types of viewers, before each sub-category there is a brief introduction explaining the point behind what the viewer is about to enjoy. We kept the setup simple and direct, easy to navigate for all. 

In The Field


Foremost in our minds was the importance of connecting with every type of viewer. In our opinion, in order for someone to appreciate the film they need to enjoy watching it. This was the main reason behind our decision to combine the scenes that were originally designated for the structured, serious film and those labeled for the unconventional film. Also, in our opinion it would not do our area of study justice to divide the movie into such decisive categories. We wanted our project to reflect how archaeology as a discipline integrates the community. We read several articles throughout the semester that stressed the importance of connecting with the study’s surroundings. Many people gave suggestions on how best to accomplish that goal, and what we have produced is our own interpretation. We feel that our project is a good combination of the factual information gathered and the atmosphere of the excavation. The film is structured as a progression of the units; we felt that this made it easier for everyone to follow.  

Still Photos 

Our multi media project begins with several photos selected from a collection gathered over the semester. We chose snapshots that we felt exhibited all aspects of the excavation process. We were required to include still photos and we thought that this would be a nice representation. The scenes depicted include touring the house with Dan Santos, digging, drawing with the grid, cleaning the unit prior to photographing, labeling in the lab and, of course, video recording. From our main menu there are four sub categories, three of the four exhibit pictures either from midterm projects or other photos of the John Brown House, increasing the viewer’s vision of the property. 

Photo Sequence
Our Photo Sequence is a compilation of still photos taken by our classmates during the excavation. We felt that it was important to include this progression because it gives a better understanding for the information portrayed in the film. Also, we added Jacobs color representation of the stratigraphy in an effort to illustrate some of the work that goes into a site report. We wanted to involve the efforts of our classmates as much as possible. 

Transects

The transects were an integral part of the media project because they offered a full view of the John Brown House property. These scenes will allow viewers to grasp the bigger picture of the John Brown House. The majority of the movie takes place at the excavation units themselves, but it is important to take into account that we are in fact working with a home centered in an urban city; without the transects we think that the ‘bigger picture’ would be confused. We felt it necessary to add soothing and enjoyable music to these scenes. 

Visitors


Over the course of the semester we had several groups of people visit the site. We thought this was one of the best ways our team reached out the community. Engaging in the conversations sometimes would bring to light knowledge of the site that we had not yet encountered. Many people mentioned their interest in our excavation and our finds, which we felt was a good way to raise the overall understanding of the history of the John Brown House. We noticed that our visitors appreciated our efforts to engage them in conversation and get their opinions. 

Miscellaneous


We wanted our final edit to be more of a cohesive project; in an effort to do this we included additional music, explanatory text boxes, and quotations from the context sheets. The music helped aid the flow of our overall media presentation. We carefully selected each song to fit each scene. The point of the text boxes was to provide clarification while watching the movie. Since our excavation took place in an urban setting, there are a few times when the background noise is over powering the speaker and to remedy this we used text to help fill in the blanks. In order to show our efforts in daily note taking while in the field we used our classmate’s descriptions of what was being uncovered in our film. We hope that these details accomplish what we intended. 

