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The City of Leonia p. 114

Marco Polo’s visit to Leonia described a city where the citizens value new and different things. However, Polo suggests that the city’s true passion is for the expulsion of out-of-date items; street cleaners are seen as angels.  As Leonians improve the quality of their consumer items the harder these products are to dispose of, creating “a fortress of indestructible leftovers” (Calvino 115).  A more descriptive image is a city that is surrounded by a mountain range of rubbish. 


The processing of electronic waste, also known as e-waste, exposes workers to possible health problems; electronic products contain serious containments. Large amounts of used electronics are sold to countries with a working force capable of making the necessary repairs and places with a high raw material demand. This can cause large accumulations of hazardous chemicals in poor areas without strong environmental laws. The build up of e-waste is not limited to under-developed countries; some developed countries use a common landfill to dispose of materials that cannot/will not be reused. 


As Americans we are privileged to cutting-edge technology. It is now common in our society to have access to the intranet via a mobile phone. Like most Americans, I do not think about where my older electronic devices go after I discard them for the next “latest and greatest” device. 
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