Abed 1

Solo Cup Fragment: Unit 7, Context 45
A brief glimpse of this artifact and it is still highly recognizable as a fragment from a red Solo Cup.  These disposable plastic cups are infamous on college campuses nationwide for their activity in aiding in the consumption of alcohol.  
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This artifact was the only one of its kind in Unit 7.  It was found in context 45, but no other contexts revealed any other fragments.  The artifact is about three centimeters long and about two centimeters wide at its largest point.  One side is white while the other side is a vivid red color.  This piece is not well worn, possibly indicating that it was freshly placed, perhaps within the past couple of years. 

In the 1930s, Leo J. Hulseman founded the Paper Container Manufacturing Company in Chicago, Illinois. 
 However, according to the Solo Cup Company’s webpage it wasn’t until the 1970s when the “signature red plastic cold cup” was introduced.  This proves to be quite diagnostic, as the fragment could not have existed prior to 1970.  

 The Solo Cups are sold to major retailers, such as Wal-Mart and Whole Foods, but they can also be purchased from nearby the John Brown House.  Just on Thayer Street there are multiple stores that sell these cups: CVS Pharmacy, Tedeshi, and the Mini-Mart, to name a few.  On campus these cups could be purchased from Josiah’s as well as the Campus Market.  

Clearly, these cups can be purchased anywhere, and are sold in various qualities.  A small get together, a beer pong tournament, or a fraternity party could ensure the handling of one of these cups.  Thus, its particular origins are unknown as there are far too many possibilities.  


This fragment does give us some insight into the use of the John Brown House.  Brown University does not use red Solo Cups at their affairs, rather clear plastic cups bearing the university coat of arms are utilized.  Therefore, it is a safe assumption to make that an official Brown University party was not held on the grounds. 

It seems that this fragment made its way onto the John Brown House property without University notice.  Perhaps a college student was walking the grounds with their cup and dropped it, or as Unit 7 is quite close to Benefit Street, perhaps someone threw it over on to the property. 

Either way, the cup was littered.  The modern debris allows the possibility that the John Brown House yard may be a play of exploration for some members of the university or passersby.  This could be important in determining why other modern artifacts have been discovered in just JBH45 alone, such as a cigarette filter and a 2001 minted dime.  
Dime Minted in 2001: Unit 7, Context 45


Yet another distinguishable artifact is the 2001 Dime.  This dime features the head of Franklin Delano Roosevelt on one side and an image of an olive branch, torch, and oak branch, symbolizing peace, liberty, and victory, on the obverse side.  Production of these coins began in 1796, following the Coinage Act of 1792. 
 The dime itself is worth 1/10 of the United States Dollar. 
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The Roosevelt Dime, as it is colloquially dubbed, began being minted in 1946.  Legislation was put into place in 1945 to have the Mercury dime be replaced by Roosevelt’s likeness. 
 To this day the dime is still minted with Roosevelt’s image. 

The “P” right about the year 2001 indicates that the dime was minted in the Philadelphia Mint, in Pennsylvania.  In this year, 1,369,590,000 dimes were minted in the Philadelphia Mint alone.  The dimes are made out of cupronickel, an alloy containing mostly copper and nickel, but also trace amounts of manganese.  

When freshly minted the dime should appear a shiny silver color.  However, this dime has clearly gone through some weathering.  Rust-colored and slightly worn, the dime still has its characteristics ridges.  A dime should have 118 of these ridges. 
 

Perhaps the dime has become so rusted from its constant existence in the earth.  The constant weathering it must endure has had a negative effect on its original silver finish.  This variable color is helpful in determining how long the dime was buried.  As cupronickel is well known for its highly resistant nature against saltwater, it may be an indication that the dime had been buried for quite a while, perhaps years. 
Context 45, previously shown to house the remains of a fragment from a Solo Cup, continues to show modern day artifacts.  This dime, minted in 2001, is one of over a billion dimes minted that year.  This is not helpful in determining where exactly it came from, but it does help to reiterate the usage of the property as perhaps recreational to the Brown population and maybe even Providence residents. 
Wire Nail: Unit 7, Context 45


Unlike other artifacts, such as coins or stand alone artifacts, nails are littered throughout various contexts of the many units.  Nails are usually not unique and offer little insight into the property when they are quite numerous with little individualistic details.  This particular piece, indicative of a wire nail, was one of several within the same context.  
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There are many other types of nails found around the different units.  Wrought nails and cut nails are of an earlier era than the wire nail.  In the mid-eighteenth century round-wire nails were produced in Europe. 
 In the early 1850s the wire making machines were brought and set up in New York.  They began as small brads, but by the last quarter of the eighteenth century larger, more standard models were produced.  

Unfortunately, this nail tells us little else about the context.  Nails are littered about anywhere that has ever been under construction, as they are quite small, very inexpensive, and easily forgotten.  Therefore, it is safe to say that this particular nail is not indicative of a particular instance.  


While most nails were heavily corroded, this one seems to have kept its shape.  Perhaps the nail is of more of a modern context, but as it is not the only nail found in JBH45, that may not be true.  The nail can not be dated by any other form, except for the general era of its production. 

Like leaves that litter the ground in autumn, nails are found in great quantities on historical sites.  Fortunately, this wire-nail gives us a relative date of after 1850.  The different forms of construction that took place on the property can account for its existence, and therefore it is not an anomaly.  In fact, it assures the constant construction and the changing landscape of the John Brown House.  
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