(Ee Do &sﬂdﬁﬁ)
(Verbatim et Litteratim)

Providence Mareh l6éth 1796

menmnn GOPY wawes
¥r. Edw!'d Dexter ©r.

I tske the Libberty in the most Friendly manner
to address you on e Subject of Futer Conssquence which has
Impressed my mind Ever since you and I parted coming Down
the H1ll from your Lot ware you are about buildlg your
House. (1) that Lott eppears to me to be too much contracted
rbr its owner & Even lr, Nathan Watermen made this expression
upon it Vig that the Lottt was too small and too mueh
pinched up for so good a House &3 you proposed Build'lg,
and I assure you that the street too it will ever he
a wﬁet muddey way, the natural Springs being such that
cannot be got Clear of nelther above nor bslow Ground, I
have experienced a somewhat simenular Springey place tho
not one Quarter so whet V%h at the 8, W, corﬁer of my 1ot GARDEN

2)

_or Gardne below my House.

Directly opposite dNrs. Spsuldings

I have a Drain from under the walls of my Celler that goes
down by her house and & Drain on the upper side of the street
below my Gardne wall Guite from the north of her Lott, or

Directly opposite, till it Enters into the Malin Drein thst
gees Down the Hill, yet if you please obseavre their 1s a

very whet muddey place at almost all eeasone below the L. W,



or not
part of my Garden -~~~ welther you move ,pray Remember

that 1 nag ;cllvyﬁu that, that place has ever beene whet

and mudday?and ever will remain so and is therefore a very
unfit place for you teo bulld a good House~~-~1 consider you
&8s a young Gentleman of Enterprise and as likely to do Large
Buissiness #usuu#{illedgeable )it as anyons I am acquaint~

ed with, why then should you lay out so much of your Cappetell
in such & contracted mud Hoole and Remote from the Grait
navigable waters from wenth your welth is to be asquired-=w«
pray 8r, consider the rise and pragfaea of this Town. Your
¥our Parther Smith can inform you, if you heave not hesrd it
before, that when they was about bulld'g the first Court
House, that was burnt Down 36 years ago, thelr was a strong
perty for bulldlg it at or North of Olney Elm Tree way as far
Kortgiﬁapt. Turpine which 48 north of the preasant Docter

Hews Dwelling House, and Did absolutely git & long large Rope
to pull each way those for the north to pull up & those for the
south or Down Town as then oslled pull'd to the South & they
being then the strongest it was bullt ware the Brick School
House 1ls. have you not seen ever sence your time that the
price of House Lotts between the north and south end of the
Town are constantly alttering in Value in Paver of the South
end 1s not the Bulsseniss constantly orowding that way.

Clarke and Nighingale once thought a store would not do south-
erd of ¥m, Cushings House, after some years they ventered

below Nathan Angells snd you know wsre your Uncle tielcome begpun



[And how he has erawld southerd with his busseniss, and

"ull this was before Indie Bridge was Built ig% while the

low part of the Town was alwost es muddey tho not with such
natural springs & you have in Going up to your Lott ware

you hava thoughts of Bulldtlg, but I am not without hopes of
your yet givoingAgha 1ldea and I Begg you*lﬁfgigg a

single shovel full of the sellar till you have fully con-
sidered tha'eonaaquancgzﬁgfwhiah I shall not mentione---

You want 8 wharf and store of your own and nearor you live

to it the batta;j)the Gralt Run of Water that enterss into

the River on this side of Fox Point has already made a Barr
nearly half over the Chanmel too Shoul for aney Vessells &

$s much shouler Guite acrost than used to be & you Imow all
the Docke sbove are filling up. I agree thier sare Disad-
“vanagas ware Lotts adjoin'g the wster are too Bleﬁk wshich no
doubt iz the case from Fox peint or Curtis's wharf their

to the west part of mine at Indla point which will meke it

bad for Wharfs to stand till the Beds a little southerd of
that shore are Reilsed out af Water to kggiAthe Violence of

the south winds for whieh purpese nature seems to have plsced
those shel heds as Foundation, while the water all Round the
said Beds are Deecp & will be fillad with Large Ships after the
cannell to Conmeticut River 1s compleated from this Towneewe
on ihe whole to come to the peint I want you to Plant your Genn-
eration in the Vieinity of waters ware (1lledgeable):ts# you
¥now I am 0ld snd worn in the service of Bavigation, will you
teke wy plaoe. the probability is that I shall never agaiﬁ it

out thé geo, Washington for Indla. was you settled at India Point




you eould do 1t better than I could, Go thier, fix on sny ground

%zgﬁh and enter Immediatly in to the Imporbtation of European
Goods by taking the Ship Mary now their if you plesse, that I
bo't of Curtis and with or without Dickens as you Choose send
her to Charlestown this epring and let her také 8 losd of Rice
tc England and return to Indle Point next Fall with a Full
load of Fall Goods snd open the ﬂhulasaia store their. Don't
you think every shop keeper will find the way to India Point
to buy them., your Friende in Town can Ride to you their with
more eass than through the mud to your proposed Hebitatlon on
the Hill. You must I know judge for yourself but I think it
will be for your futer interest to fix at or near India Point
if you do I expeect Henry Smith & Benja will both follow and

‘ in fact that in a few years their will be houses all the way
from India Bridge t0 the turn of the mein street south of your
Unole Welcomes Distillery. What young Pellow has done beetar
than Edw'd Dickens for the time he has beene at India Point.
Excepting your Brother Henry who seems Determined to git money

by Thousands, I wil} ad no more

ut am your friend,

John Brown

(1) ¥em. The lot on which ¥r, Brown advises hie correspondent
pet to build his house and which was 8o "remote from the Grait
navigable Waters" of Prov River wes on the noth side of CGeorge

Street where Prospect 2t now enters Geo. 5t, and the house which
hae been moved and
' wis bullt there, notwithstanding this aﬁviae,\ia now N¢ 72 Waterman

fy

Bt.



{(4) %he "Oreat run of Water" whieh was making a bar acroas
brock
the channel 1s now the PBroock Strest sewer whiahhthan entered the

river north of Fox Point.

"Your unele Welcome®™ was Welcome Arnold Esq.

"Your Brother (in law) Henry" was Henry (of Job) Smith of
Smiths Hill

The distlllery was where the Tool Co's works now are on
Wickenden St, N

fhe "S8hel beds" were where the Yilksbarre Pier now is.

(The above letter 1s in possession of Christopher D, Potter
140 Walnut 3treet, East Providence, . 1., great great
grandson of Edward Dexter. Above copy was made

from a copy mede from original by Christopher

Dexter grandfather of sald Christopher D. Potter & grandson
of Edward Dexter.)






