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Case study: Giza Mastaba of  
Khafkhufu I & Khafkhufu II 
Giza, G7130-40 & G7150 

Julia Troche 



Saqqara  
transitional Dyn III-IV ex: Metjen, Akhethotep, 
Akhetaa  
  standardization stone cruciform offering chapels 



Meidum: Nefermaat (M16), Rahotep (M6) 
  the case of the moving niche 
  decoration emphasize relationship btw owner         
     and king, scenes daily life 

http://www.digitalegypt.ucl.ac.uk/meydum/nefermaat/
index.html 



Dashur: 
  private cemetery far from pyramid 
  brick and stone mastabas  
  offering chapel both ends of East face 



Giza: ‘nucleus cemetery’ 
 constructed offering place = only slab stela,  
 dev. L shaped chapel with false door 
  

G7130-40 



Evidence  
- Simplification mastaba structure and cult chapels 
-  inclusion wife/family in chapel decoration 
-  Increase in chapel decoration 
-  Decrease in funerary goods 
-  Increase in quality building material (stone) and   
 decoration 
-  cult chapels more ‘open’ plan (spatial analysis) 
-  elite private tombs tend to associate with royal tomb 

Conclusions  
1. Growing importance cult of the dead 
2. Changing power structures (royal centralization) 
reflected in cemetery spatial organization  
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False door ofKhafkhufu I, G7140 
South doorway, Khafkhufu I, 
G7140 



Evidence  
- Simplification mastaba structure and cult chapels 
-  inclusion wife/family in chapel decoration 
-  Increase in chapel decoration 
-  Decrease in funerary goods 
-  Increase in quality building material (stone) and   
 decoration 
-  cult chapels more ‘open’ plan (spatial analysis) 
-  elite private tombs tend to associate with royal tomb 

Conclusions  
1. Growing importance cult of the dead 
2. Changing power structures (royal centralization) 
reflected in cemetery spatial organization  





Evidence  
- Simplification mastaba structure and cult chapels 
-  inclusion wife/family in chapel decoration 
-  Increase in chapel decoration 
-  Decrease in funerary goods 
-  Increase in quality building material (stone) and   
 decoration 
-  cult chapels more ‘open’ plan (spatial analysis) 
-  elite private tombs tend to associate with royal tomb 

Conclusions  
1. Growing importance cult of the dead 
2. Changing power structures (royal centralization) 
reflected in cemetery spatial organization  





Evidence  
- Simplification mastaba structure and cult chapels 
-  inclusion wife/family in chapel decoration 
-  Increase in chapel decoration 
-  Decrease in funerary goods 
-  Increase in quality building material (stone) and   
 decoration 
-  cult chapels more ‘open’ plan (spatial analysis) 
-  elite private tombs tend to associate with royal tomb 

Conclusions  
1. Growing importance cult of the dead 
2. Changing power structures (royal centralization) 
reflected in cemetery spatial organization  



Oren Siegel 










