












Gebel Sahaba
• Late Palaeolithic Period
• C. 13,500 BP
• In NUBIA
• 59 bodies







• Ceremonial object
• Read all the way around as continuous 

image
• BOATS! 

• First time clearly linked to war, not 
purely ceremonial

• Hand-to-hand combat
• No obvious distinctions between the sides

• Similar hair, clothes
• Is this civil war?

• No: ‘Egypt’ is not a unified polity yet
• Yes: Both sides are represented as 

part of the same group
• Order vs Chaos
• Can this show an historical event?



• Naqada II
• First Decorated Tomb
• Unique

CONTENT
• Who is involved?
• What are they doing?
• To whom?
• What else is shown?
• How does this relate to 

warfare/violence in this period?

CONTEXT
• When/where is this from?
• What type of object is it?
• Who had access to it?
• Who was the intended audience?
• What do we know of the social 

conditions pertaining to time & 
place this was created?



Naqada I

Rhomboid 
Palette

Boats
River animals

Naqada II

Shield 
shaped  
Palette

Birds
Hunter?





CONTENT

• Who is involved?
• What are they 

doing?
• To whom?
• What else is shown?
• How does this 

relate to 
warfare/violence in 
this period?

CONTEXT

• When/where is this 
from?

• What type of object 
is it?

• Who had access to 
it?

• Who was the 
intended audience?

• What do we know of 
the social conditions 
pertaining to time & 
place this was 
created?



Gebel Tjauti

Naqada III; slightly before Narmer





Abydos
Middle of 1st

Dynasty

First depiction 
of the uraeus

Labels year of 
the king, NOT 
the object 
inside the jar:

“First occasion 
of smiting the 
East”



Kingship and 
Conflict in the 2nd

Dynasty

Seth Peribsen

Stela

Seth erased on top of serekh



Horus AND Seth 
Khasekhemwy

K has an epithet of 'the two standards 
are at peace' 
- insinuates that he ended a civil war -

- but his monument and tomb is 
right next to Peribsen's



Khasekhemy

• Upper Egyptian crown
• Bodies laying around
• 47,209 northern dead enemies; 

papyrus growing out of a dead man's 
head = Lower Egypt

• Too exaggrated to be real, but seems 
to have been violence

• Khasekhemy = clearly a very powerful 
king











Tomb of 
Inti at 
Deshaha

Late Old 
Kingdom



Tomb of Intef

Very early MK – 11th Dynasty



Beni Hasan

Late 11 – early 12th

Dyn. tomb



Who built them?

Where did they build them?

Why are they shaped 
differently?

Why were they built?

Were they  exclusively 
structures of war?


