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Umm el-Qaab 
Cemetery U, Abydos 



Tomb U‐j at Abydos 





Umm el‐Qaab 
Cemetery B, Abydos: kings’ 
names in serekhs 





Serekhs of Ka on ceramic vessels 







The Narmer Palette 







Scorpion and Narmer maceheads 
from Hierakonpolis,  late Naqada III 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Qa’a 

(Peribsen) 

First Dynasty royal tombs at Umm el‐Qaab, Abydos 



Seal impressions from Umm el‐Qaab with 
“king lists” of the 1st Dynasty 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Inscribed tag, beer jar, and seal impression from the First Dynasty 



Subsidiary graves at Abydos 



Royal and private stelae from Abydos 



Tomb of Djet, showing king’s chamber and subsidiary graves 



Early royal monumental buildings: 
Funerary enclosures at Abydos 





Label from the tomb of Den, Umm el‐Qaab 

rnpt = year 

Heb‐sed pavilion (?) and race 
Serekh 
of Den 

Sdjawy‐bjty = 
royal scribe, 
Hemaka 

Hwt nswt 
= royal 
palace 

Oil from Libya, highest quality 

Offerings 

Opening of 
the fortress 
“beautiful 
door” 

Golden 
building of 
the oil press 



Helwan 
Memphis 

Buto 

Naqada 

Tell el-Sakan 

Locations of known Early 
Dynastic monumental 
architecture 

Hierakonpolis 



Mastaba of Neithhotep (mother of Aha, presumed consort of Narmer) at Naqada 



Elite “mastaba” 
tombs at Saqqara 



Mastaba of Sabu, mid 1st 
Dynasty Saqqara (S3111) 



Stela and mastaba of Merka, 
Saqqara, late 1st Dynasty 





Large administrative 
building or palace of 
the Early Dynastic 
Period at Buto 



Stela of king Raneb (Nebra); statue of the mortuary priest Hetepdjef 
listing three 2nd Dynasty kings: Hetepsekehmewy, Raneb and Ninetjer 



A: Hetepsekhemwy 

B: Ninetjer 



Private stelae of the 2nd Dynasty 



Seth Peribsen and Horus and Seth Khasekhemwy 



Khasekhemwy 

Peribsen 



“Shunet ez‐Zebib” 
Funerary enclosure of 
Khasekhemwy at Abydos 









Jar inscription of Horus Khasekhem reading “year of 
fighting and smiting the northerners” found in 
temple deposit at Hierakonpolis 


