
Jar inscription of Horus Khasekhem reading “year of 
fighting and smiting the northerners” found in 
temple deposit at Hierakonpolis 





“Shunet ez‐Zebib” 
Funerary enclosure of 
Khasekhemwy at Abydos 



Tomb of Khasekhemwy, Abydos 





Egyptian Chronology 
•  Predynastic (c. 4400‐3000 BC)                      
  dynasty 0 c. 3100 

•  Early Dynastic (c. 3000‐2650 BC)                      

  Dynasty 1‐2   

•  Old Kingdom (c. 2650‐2150) 

  Dynasty 3‐8 (or 6, depending on who you’re reading) 

•  First Intermediate Period (c. 2150‐2050 BC) 

Dynasty 9‐11.5 

•  Middle Kingdom (c. 2050‐1650 BC) 

Dynasty 11.5‐13.5 

•  Second Intermediate Period (c. 1650‐1550 BC) 

Dynasty 13.5‐17 

•  New Kingdom (c. 1550‐1075 BC) 

Dynasty 18‐20 

•  Third Intermediate Period (c. 1075‐664 BC) 

Dynasty 21‐25 

•  Late Period (664‐332 BC) 

Dynasty 26‐30 

•  Ptolemaic Period (332‐30 BC) 

•  Roman Period (30 BC‐AD 395) 



Old Kingdom plan of attack: 

•  Overview: chronology, kings and officials, 
sources of evidence, holes 

•  Kingship and the divine in the Old Kingdom 

•  3/4th Dynasty, royal and official 
•  5/6th Dynasty, royal and official 
•  Discussion: shifts between early and late Old 
Kingdom administration (Wednesday, October 
5th) 



The Step Pyramid of Djoser (Netjerikhet) at Saqqara 









Kings of the 3rd Dynasty: 

Netjerikhet (Djoser) 
Sekhemkhet 
Khaba 
(Nebka?) 
Sanakht/Huni (same person?) 







Kings of the 4th Dynasty: 

Snefru 
Khufu 
Djedefra 
Khafra 
Menkaura 
Sepseskaf 



Snefru’s pyramids at 
Meidum and Dahshur 















Kings of the 5th Dynasty: 

Userkaf 
Sahura 
Neferirkara 
Shepseskara 
Raneferef 
Niuserra 
Menkauhor 
Djedkara 
Unas 





Pyramid of Sahura at 
Abusir with relief of an 
expedition 



Sun Temple of Niuserra at Abu Ghurob 





5th Dynasty mastaba of 
Ptahshepses at Abusir 



6th Dynasty kings: 

Teti 
Userkara (ill known) 
Pepi I  
Merenra 
Pepi II 
Nitiqret (a reigning queen) 



Pyramid complex of Pepi II, last 
major king of the 6th Dynasty 





Provincial tombs of the late 
Old Kingdom 

Meir Deir el-Gabrawi 

Gebel el-Teir 

Moalla 

Tell el-Rub’a 

Dishasha 



Punt 

Byblos 

Libya 

Yam? 

Sinai 

Wawat? 

Irtjet and Setju? 



Foreign contacts in the Old Kingdom: Nubia 


