








Kings of the 5th Dynasty: 

Userkaf 
Sahura 
Neferirkara 
Shepseskara 
Raneferef 
Niuserra 
Menkauhor 
Djedkara 
Unas 





Pyramid of Sahura at 
Abusir with relief of an 
expedition 



Sun Temple of Niuserra at Abu Ghurob 



Pyramid Texts in the 
interior of the pyramid of 
Unas 



5th Dynasty mastaba of 
Ptahshepses at Abusir 



6th Dynasty kings: 

Teti 
Userkara (ill known) 
Pepi I  
Merenra 
Pepi II 
Nitiqret (a reigning queen) 



Pyramid complex of Pepi II, last 
major king of the 6th Dynasty 



Pyramid complex of Pepi II 



Provincial tombs of the late 
Old Kingdom 

Meir Deir el-Gabrawi 

Gebel el-Teir 

Moalla 

Tell el-Rub’a 

Dishasha 



Punt 

Byblos 

Libya 

Yam? 

Sinai 

Wawat? 

Irtjet and Setju? 



Kingship and the Divine in Old Kingdom Egypt 



Khafre, 4th Dynasty, King and Horus 
Statue from his pyramid complex at Giza 



Nebra or Raneb? 
Stela of a 2nd Dynasty 
king, from Saqqara 







Excerpt from the 
early 5th Dynasty 
section of the 
Palermo Stone 



Pyramid Text 600 and allusions to the Memphite Theology 

•    Atum Kheper, you have come to be high on the hill, you have arisen on the 
Benben stone in the mansion of the Benben in Heliopolis, you spat out Shu, you 
expectorated Tefnut, and you put your two arms around them as the arms of a ka 
symbol, so that your ka might be in them.  O Atum, place your arms around the 
king, around this edifice, around this pyramid as the arms of a ka so that the King’s 
ka may be in it, firm forever and ever.  O Atum, place your protection over this 
king, over this pyramid of his, over this edifice of the king, so that you may guard 
against anything happening evilly against him forever and ever, just as your 
protection was placed over Shu and Tefnut. 

•    O great Ennead which is in Heliopolis – Atum, Shu, Tefnut, Geb, Nut, Osiris, Isis, 
Seth, Nephthys – children of Atum, extend his heart (good‐will) to his child (the 
king) in your name of Nine Bows.  Let his back be turned from you towards Atum, 
so that he may protect this king, so that he may protect this pyramid of the king, so 
that he may protect this edifice of his from all the gods [and] from the dead, and 
so that he may guard against anything happening evilly against him forever and 
ever.   

•  Atum (the complete one) ejaculating out of himself Shu and Tefnut (air and 
moisture).  They give birth to Geb and Nut.  Next generation, and the conflict 
between Horus and Seth. 




