


The site of Akhetaten/Amarna 







Boundary stelae at Amarna; that 
on the right is from Year 6, the 
second round of stela erection 



On this day, when One was in Akhet-Aten, his Person appeared on the great 
chariot of electrum – just like Aten, when he rises in his horizon and fills the 
land with the love and the pleasantness of the Aten.  He set off on a good 
road toward Akhet-Aten, his place of the primeval event… 

A great oblation was presented to the Father, Hor-Aten… 

After this One performed the rites of the Aten, who was pleased with what 
was done for him… 

His Person stood in the presence of his father, Hor-Aten, as Aten’s rays were 
upon him… 

Then his Person said “Bring me the king’s companions and the great ones of 
the palace, the supervisors of the guard, the overseers of works projects, the 
officials and all the court in its entirety.”  So they were led in to him at once, 
and they lay on their bellies in his Person’s presence, kissing the ground 
before the good god.  Then said his Person to them “Behold Aten!  The Aten 
wishes to have something made for him as a monument with an eternal and 
everlasting name.  Now it is the Aten, my father, who advises me concerning 
it, namely Akhet-Aten.  No official had ever advised me concerning it, nor 
had any people in the entire land ever advised me concerning it, to tell me a 
plan for making Akhet-Aten in this distant place. 

From the Year 5 boundary stelae: 



… Then said the companions as they replied to the good god… 
“May his lordship govern from Akhet-Aten.  May you conduct every land to 
him.  May you tax the towns and islands for him.  Every city down to every 
[…], its entirety belongs to Aten, acting in accordance with what he himself 
ordains.  All flat lands, all hill countries and the islands of the sea are bearing 
their tribute, their products on their backs, to the maker of their life, at the 
seeing of whose rays one lives… 

“I shall make Akhet-Aten for the Aten, my father, in this place… 

At Akhet-Aten in this place I shall make the House of Aten (the whole city) for 
the Aten, my father. 

At Akhet-Aten in this place I shall make the Mansion of Aten (the great Aten 
temple) for the Aten, my father… 

At Akhet-Aten in this place I shall make the sunshade (mortuary temple?) of 
the King’s Chief Wife Neferneferuaten-Nefertiti for the Aten, my father… 

At Akhet-Aten in this place I shall make for myself the residence of Pharaoh, 
l.p.h. and I shall make the residence of the King’s Chief Wife. 

Let a tomb be made for me in the east mountain of Akhet-Aten, and let my 
burial be made in it…” 





Amarna and central city with 
production areas shown 



Tools for understanding Amarna on the web: 
Google Earth 
The Amarna model:  
http://www.amarnaproject.com/pages/model_of_the_city/index.shtml 



Plan of Great Temple and associated buildings; model looking south 
from Central City, Gempaaten in foreground 



Great Temple Sanctuary 
(and stela) 



Great Aten Temple: Gempaaten 









Model view of Small Aten 
Temple (before “Smenkhkare” 

Hall) 





Akhetaten/Amarna: Central City, Great Palace area 

King’s  
House 

Small Aten  
Temple 

Great Palace 



Bases for colossal statues 



Bridge and ‘King’s House’, Central 
City 





Military area with barracks 



Akhenaten and family traveling 
between the Central City and 
palaces 



Meryra (High Priest of Aten) pillared hall, west side 



Meryra (High Priest of the Aten) tomb relief, north and east walls 





The North City 





Monumental gateway at the North 
Riverside Palace 



The North Palace 



The North Palace 



“Standard” Amarna 
House Plan 



Parts of the Main City 



House of the Chief 
Builder, Hatiay, North 
Suburb 



Workmen’s Village houses 



Architectural emplacements for private religious practice at Amarna: Altars and Shrines 



Shrine in the house of Panehsy (his 
“official house” in the Central City) 



Garden Shrines at Amarna 



Private garden shrine at Amarna, reconstruction 

Private stela showing 
Amenotep III and Tiye, from 
Amarna 



Stela from a Garden Shrine 



Artifacts of domestic 
religion from Amarna 







Burial Chamber with 
sarcophagus emplacement 



Pillared Hall E: wall A 






