
The	
  Second	
  Intermediate	
  Period:	
  collapse	
  and	
  resurgence	
  



Sources	
  for	
  Second	
  Intermediate	
  Period	
  History	
  
	
  
Wri;en:	
  
Contemporary	
  

	
  royal	
  building	
  inscrip>ons	
  
	
  private	
  tomb	
  inscrip>ons	
  
	
  literary	
  and	
  other	
  papyri	
  
	
  scarabs	
  
	
  personal	
  names	
  

Later	
  
	
  early	
  18th	
  Dynasty	
  accounts	
  of	
  wars	
  of	
  reunifica>on	
  	
  
	
  king	
  lists,	
  especially	
  Turin	
  Canon	
  
	
  later	
  historical	
  tradi>on,	
  especially	
  Manetho	
  

	
  
Archaeological:	
  

	
  ceramics	
  from	
  throughout	
  Egypt	
  
	
  Avaris	
  and	
  other	
  Delta	
  sites	
  
	
  Theban	
  tombs	
  of	
  kings	
  
	
  Abydos	
  tomb	
  of	
  a	
  king	
  

	
  
	
  



Scarabs	
  in	
  the	
  13th	
  Dynasty	
  
and	
  Second	
  Intermediate	
  
Period	
  some>mes	
  have	
  >tles.	
  
	
  
Royal	
  name	
  scarabs	
  are	
  
par>cularly	
  problema>c	
  but	
  
have	
  been	
  given	
  great	
  weight	
  
for	
  reconstruc>ng	
  the	
  history	
  
of	
  the	
  period	
  



The	
  poli>cal	
  situa>on	
  
in	
  the	
  Second	
  
Intermediate	
  Period	
  

A	
  tale	
  of	
  three	
  ci>es:	
  
	
  
Avaris/Tell	
  el-­‐Daba	
  
Kerma	
  (in	
  Nubia)	
  
Thebes	
  



Second	
  
Intermediate	
  Period	
  

Chronology	
  



15th	
  
Dynasty	
  
(Hyksos:	
  
Avaris)	
  

17th	
  Dynasty	
  
(Egyp9ans:	
  
Thebes)	
  
•  [several	
  kings]	
  
•  Seqenenre	
  Tao	
  

I	
  (m.	
  Tetsheri)	
  
•  Seqenenre	
  Tao	
  

II	
  (m.	
  Ahhotep)	
  
•  Kamose	
  

Abydos	
  Dyn	
  
(Egyp>ans:	
  
Abydos)	
  

13th	
  Dynasty	
  
(Egyp>ans:	
  Itjy-­‐tawy)	
  

14th	
  Dynasty	
  
(Deltans:	
  Avaris)	
  

16th	
  Dynasty	
  
(Egyp>ans:	
  
Thebes)	
  

Begin	
  18th	
  Dyn/end	
  Hyksos	
  
rule	
  

•  	
  	
  Ahmose	
  I	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  (m.	
  Ahmose-­‐
Nefertari)	
  



Manetho’s	
  account	
  of	
  the	
  
beginning	
  of	
  the	
  Hyksos	
  rule-­‐	
  as	
  

quoted	
  by	
  Josephus	
  



Hyksos	
  =	
  Hekau-­‐khasut,	
  ‘rulers	
  of	
  foreign	
  lands’	
  

From	
  the	
  tomb	
  of	
  Khnumhotep	
  at	
  Beni	
  Hasan	
  



Asia>cs	
  in	
  Khnumhotep’s	
  tomb	
  at	
  Beni	
  Hasan	
  



Monumental	
  door	
  jamb	
  from	
  
the	
  Hyksos	
  palace	
  
	
  
Titulary	
  combines	
  Egyp>an	
  and	
  
foreign	
  elements;	
  the	
  cartouche	
  
name	
  is	
  prefeced	
  by	
  
“Hyksos”	
  (ruler	
  of	
  foreign/hill	
  
countries)	
  and	
  the	
  name	
  in	
  the	
  
cartouche	
  is	
  probably	
  West	
  
Semi>c	
  (Sakir-­‐har)	
  



Avaris/Tell	
  el-­‐Dab’a	
  



12th	
  Dynasty	
  remains	
  at	
  Avaris	
  



Avaris	
  (modern	
  Tell	
  el-­‐Dab’a),	
  
capital	
  of	
  the	
  Hyksos	
  14th	
  and	
  
15th	
  Dynas>es	
  









The	
  Site	
  of	
  Kerma	
  



Royal	
  tumuli	
  at	
  Kerma	
  
Sacrifice	
  and	
  bucrania	
  



Kerma:	
  Western	
  Deffufa	
  (temple	
  site)	
  



Stela	
  of	
  Ka	
  from	
  Buhen	
  
	
  
An	
  offering	
  that	
  the	
  king	
  gives	
  (to)	
  
Osiris,	
  Lord	
  of	
  Busiris,	
  the	
  Great	
  God,	
  
Lord	
  of	
  Abydos,	
  and	
  (to)	
  Horus,	
  Lord	
  of	
  
Foreign	
  Lands,	
  that	
  they	
  may	
  give	
  an	
  
invoca>on	
  offering	
  consis>ng	
  of	
  bread	
  
and	
  beer,	
  oxen	
  and	
  fowl,	
  and	
  all	
  things	
  
good	
  and	
  pure….	
  
He	
  says:	
  I	
  was	
  a	
  valiant	
  servant	
  of	
  the	
  
ruler	
  of	
  Kush.	
  I	
  washed	
  my	
  feet	
  in	
  the	
  
waters	
  of	
  Kush	
  in	
  the	
  following	
  of	
  the	
  
ruler	
  Nedjeh.	
  



Egyp>an	
  goods	
  in	
  Kerman	
  tombs:	
  exchange	
  and	
  booty	
  from	
  raids?	
  



The	
  Theban	
  17th	
  Dynasty	
  



Sobekemsaf	
  II	
  



Abydos

Hierakonpolis

Aswan

Abu Simbel

Kom Ombo

Mostagedda

Akhmim

Thebes
Esna

Edfu

Deir Rifa

el-Hiba

Beni Hasan

LahunHerakleopolis
Medum

Heliopolis
Memphis

Faiyum

Saqqara

Tell el-Dab’a
Tanis

Mendes
SaisNaukratis

Aniba

QustulBallana
Buhen

el-Kab

Kerma

Gebel Barkal
el-Kurru Nuri

Meroe

Khartoum

first cataract

second cataract

third cataract
fourth cataract

fifth cataract

Serabit el-Khadem

Wadi Maghara

Coptos

Buto

Asiut

Moalla

Deir el-BershaCusae/Meir

Lisht

Mostagedda:	
  
Pan-­‐graves	
  with	
  
Upper	
  Egyp>an	
  
po;ery	
  

Deir	
  Rifa:	
  
Pan-­‐graves	
  with	
  
Memphite	
  and	
  
Tell	
  el-­‐Yahudiyah	
  
po;ery	
  

The	
  border	
  



Pan-­‐grave	
  culture	
  



Senebkay	
  –	
  new	
  evidence	
  of	
  an	
  Abydos	
  Dynasty	
  


