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Are these really the same thing?
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Masjid al-Nabi (The mosque of
the Prophet):

Is this the starting point?



Pre-lslamic Saenctuaries

: ma'bad:

Mihrab and Haram:

Parallel i i
Developments of the ol-Nebi
Mosque as an
institution

"tribal™ ~
masjid

1 [
1 ]

Oratory Masjid Jami¢
(bayt al-saldt) (bayt s1-3alst + sahn) ~ mex. 250 x 150m
mex. 12 X 6m max. 60 x 40m <37,500m?2

< 72m2 <2,400m2

Umayyad
(ca. 660-750)

Abbasid
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The Umayyad Mosque of Jerash




The Great Mosgue of Damascus




—l_——n — ]

1L

|

]

| |

. . i sz

- : Approximate location of ; }Iflllw‘lh (?j the
Byzantine Church Companions
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Palace Gate
(maqsiira)

Bab al-Sa‘a

| |
Illlllllllllllllllr1

=
b

Tetrapylon

\

E—
100m







Sy
TV IYVVVYYYeVYYy Ty

L AR A s s 0 0 ¢

LAY CHARY




s Beownege v ¥ v L SRR R
{3 Talking to my uncle one day I said: ”Oh my uncle,
2 surely it was not fitting for al-Walid to expend the resources
¢ of the Muslims on the mosque at Damascus. Had he
444 expended as much in building roads, or the water tanks, or
* " in repairing the fortresses, it would have been more proper
= and more to his credit.” Said he: “You simply do not :
. understand, my dear son. Al-Walid was absolutely right, for &
= — he accomplished a worthy work. He saw that Syria was a |

; their churches so handsome with their enchanting
| decorations, renowned far and wide... So he undertook for

| _- . the Muslims the building of a mosque that would divert % A
~_ their attention from the Churches, and make it one of the e
~ wonders of the world.. -

--- al-Muqaddasi (10" c. Mushm geographer ) f%b%
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