
The misr of Fustat

Islamic urbanism and the 
beginnings of Muslim Egypt



Fustat Issues:

• What was wrong with 
Alexandria?

• Tribal organization and the 
urban sensibility

• What does it take to make a 
good city? An Islamic city?

• Whose city is it anyway?
• Real estate bubble 

anyone…location, location, 
location



Byzantine Babylon – Fustat an 
adjacent city?



Entrance 
for the 
Trajanic
Canal





Fustat’s “nucleus” – Old Cairo or Ahl al-
Raya





The Excavation of Fustat





From Khitta to Quarters:



Istabl ‘Antar excavations















14 Story Apartment Blocks?
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