The Roval City of al-Qahira




The Fatimid Dynasty

A Shr'i group of Ismar’'li (“seveners”) sect

909 dynasty established in N. Africa based in Mahdiyya (Tunisia)
with support of Berber tribes - by Abdullah al-Mahdi

969 Conquer Egypt and establish rival caliphate based in al-Qahira

Late 11 century control outside of Egypt challenged by Turks
(Levant), Zirids and Banu Hilal (N. Africa)

12t ¢. Crusader threats
1169-1171 fall to the Ayyubid dynasty
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Flate 1. Al-Mahdiyya. Great Mosque, Portal. (Photo: J. Bloom.)
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Elements of the Fatimid
Royal City

 Walls and Gates

 The role of the Palace

e Inscriptions

e Socio-spatial
segregations

« Architectural branding
and Shii identity

Bab al-Qantara

AL-MAQS

port of 4

al-Mags

JUDARIYYA

/\_JJ S
Tale’i Mosque

Birkat
al-Fil

/  BARJAWAN

Bab Zuhuma

Palace
- Bab Turbat al-Za'faran %
; WAZIRIYYA = ////

YANISIYYA

oo

a
hahab
Ehrdr

Great”

Bab al-ld

)

Bayt al-
Hikma Bab Daylam

DAYLAM

Mosque
of al-Azhar

=

0 100 200 300 400 500 m
L | | | 1 |

2 H
d i
Bab al-Rih
oy !
W Bab afr-Zumurrud
b al-7 al-id :.:'-'quare
I

Bab Barqgiyya

1
KUTAMA 77
Bab Zuwayla (11777 S ’
e S~ ALSUFLA /|
Bab al-Faraj ~
Bab Zuwayla (2)""'-..,___ ! /N Jawhar's wall

Bab Qarratin (Mahrug)

Badr al-Jamali's wall

EaAL

=== Jawhar's wall

Badr al-Jamali‘s wall

@® mosque



) A ] e S b 7.' i .Lrliﬂ
E"*“‘P‘bz‘ "7 ,E pr. T

Bab Zuwayla (1092) Bab al-Futuh (1087)
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arched window from the Western

Palace incorporated into the Bimaristan of al-

Mansur Qalawun

A double



SN

. '/ér///;. %ﬂw Apu _./. .

/ R b

e
Ik 7 7

]
L-QASREYN

PT
s]

7

fs52

.,..
_

~
PR RN

MR
Y

N
N //f/ /.,/4 o
3 > OANN I’ 1
RN 7 A -
N

= r/, ,,f/ ////,///ﬂ//




Al-Azhar
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al-Muiz 969 CE al-Aziz 978-9 CE

“Muhammad is the messenger of God who sent him with guidance and
the religion of truth that he might make it supreme over all other
religions, even though the polytheists may detest it.” Sura 9:33
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The Ayyubid Wall
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Exterior of the mosque of the wazir al-Tala'i’
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A contemporary reinterpretation

Azhar park — Cairo 2007
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