Arabia and the beginnings of
the Muslim community

Mecca and Medina






The Prophet Muhammad — A timeline

570 Birth of Muhammad (the year of the Elephant)
574 Sasanian occupation of Yemen

c. 600 Prophet marries Khadija — emerges as a
prominent merchant

610 first revelation
616 Sasanian conquest of Syria and Egypt

622 Hijra from Mecca to Medina (Yathrib)

628 Peace treaty between Byzantium and Persia
630 Muslims conquer Mecca

632 Death of the Prophet Muhammad




77 Mecea in the 7th-8th cen' !
\D Mecca: by the 12th century
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Key themes:

e Spiritual center and
role in imagination of
the Muslim community
as united whole

« Symbol of political
control and site of
patronage

« Unique yet ubiquitous



Le « hajj », événement massif et mondial ﬁirc?ﬁtﬁz“rﬁiﬁf?ﬁ'ﬁ’k’t’
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> La participaﬁan par zones géographiques en 2005

L‘Arabie saoudite procéde par quotas  Dans les pays non musulmans,

pour fixer le nombre des pélerins Riyad fixe des quotas par Etat,

autorisés a participer au hajj. trés généralement supérieurs a
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ILLUSTRATION OF THE KA'ABA

1) Hajar-e-Aswad 6) Mustajaar

2) Magam-e-Ibrahim 7) Hateem

3) Hajar-c-Ismail 8) Riikn-c-Yamani
4) Meezab-e-Rahmah 9) Rukn-c-Iragi

5) Shaazarwaan 10) Rokn-g-Shami
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Yathrib/Medina

Key Questions:

» Was this a city? If not
what was the nature of
its settlement?

» What institutions did

the Muslim community
introduce?

» \WWas this a model for
future Muslim

settlements and
territorial organization?



The Utum (pl atam)

The architecture of a tribal society



Masjid an-Nabi (the mosque of the Prophet) —
present day I\/Iedma
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Pre-Islamic Sanctuaries

Amsar
(ca. 635-660)

Umayyad
(ca. 660-750)

Abbasid
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Oratory

(bayt al-3alt)

max. 12 x 6m
<72m2

FHE ‘HOUSE OF THE PROPHET  AND THE CONCEPT OF THE MOSQUE
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Masjid Jami*

(bayt a1-salst + sehn)  mex. 250 x 150m

max. 60 x 40m <37,500m2
<2,400m2

lsametric reconstructions ol the Prophet’s house:
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Top to bottom: after Hillenbrand 19094: Kuban 1g74: Leacroft & Leacroli 1976

The origin of the Mosque and the Urban Concept
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