
Arabia and the beginnings of 
the Muslim community

Mecca and Medina



A disunified Arabia?



The Prophet Muhammad – A timeline

• 570 Birth of Muhammad (the year of the Elephant)
• 574 Sasanian occupation of Yemen
• c. 600 Prophet marries Khadija – emerges as a 

prominent merchant
• 610 first revelation
• 616 Sasanian conquest of Syria and Egypt
• 622 Hijra from Mecca to Medina (Yathrib)
• 628 Peace treaty between Byzantium and Persia
• 630 Muslims conquer Mecca
• 632 Death of the Prophet Muhammad



Mecca

Key themes:

• Spiritual center and 
role in imagination of 
the Muslim community 
as united whole

• Symbol of political 
control and site of 
patronage

• Unique yet ubiquitous









Yathrib/Medina

Key Questions:

• Was this a city? If not 
what was the nature of 
its settlement?

• What institutions did 
the Muslim community 
introduce?

• Was this a model for 
future Muslim 
settlements and 
territorial organization?



The Utum (pl atam)

The architecture of a tribal society



Masjid an-Nabi (the mosque of the Prophet) –
present-day Medina



The origin of the Mosque and the Urban Concept
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