
Tribes and States

Social relations and socio-political 
organization of Arab Society



Elements of Group Cohesion/’asabiyya

• Kinship (real or fictive)
• The Gods
• Monarchs
• Trade Pacts (Ilaf)
• The land
• Shared labor
• Commensality



Segmentary Lineage Theory



Umm al-Jimal – Southern Jordan Spatial organization of Pre-Islamic 
Madina (Yathrib)



Tribe and Gender



Nomadic Pastoralism



Social Organization and the 
environment



Tribal Humanism
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