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A Dynastic Shrine?









A clear example of spolia in the southern, outer wall of the mosque. The mosque itself 
was built on the site of a Byzantine church that was removed, which itself was built over a 
Roman temple to Jupiter.



Talking to my uncle one day I said: “Oh my uncle, 
surely it was not fitting for al-Walid to expend the resources 
of the Muslims on the mosque at Damascus. Had he 
expended as much in building roads, or the water tanks, or 
in repairing the fortresses, it would have been more proper 
and more to his credit.” Said he: “You simply do not 
understand, my dear son. Al-Walid was absolutely right, for 
he accomplished a worthy work. He saw that Syria was a 
country settled by Christians, and he noted in that place all 
their churches so handsome with their enchanting 
decorations, renowned far and wide… So he undertook for 
the Muslims the building of a mosque that would divert 
their attention from the churches, and make it one of the 
wonders of the world…”

--- al-Muqaddasi (10th c. Muslim geographer )
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