
Orienting Questions for the early Orienting Questions for the early 
CaliphateCaliphate

Is there a state that emerges from the Is there a state that emerges from the 
MedinanMedinan society of the Prophet?society of the Prophet?
Why the conquests? Is there something Why the conquests? Is there something 
wrong with Arabia? Is this what states do?wrong with Arabia? Is this what states do?
What are the consequences of the What are the consequences of the 
conquests? Was it conquests? Was it worth it?worth it?
What are the factions that emerge? Are What are the factions that emerge? Are 
these divisions unavoidable?these divisions unavoidable?
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