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Tropes off Early Islamic Settlement

Bedouinization of the: civilizations: ofi
ANbIGUIGY,

Assimilation tor the luxurnes of civilizead e
Neglect and Diserder, Rupture: and Decline



Some historical realities in the
settlement process

\V/ast majerty. of Aral settiement wWas: in
Syliarand lirag

Mevement of peoples was; closely

asseciated With the cenguests and the
army/

he emergence: of the: armsar (S. /11/5r) as
nedes for Aran/NMuslin settiement

Maintaining the preductive capacity’ of the
land was reflected in patterns ofi land
tenure



The Thunderng Arab IHeards
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Ceigcjorias of Eclf

‘ l_ I Isleirslie
Jrbanism: herore the

Negzisels

1 De Novo cities
1 Amsar
_ Qusur and planned towns (e.g. Ayla, Anjar)
1 Existing Cities
1 Resettlement within the existing towns
1 Building adjacent — variation of the misr concept
1 Defensive settlement - Ribat, thughur and awasim



Basra, Kufa and the earliest arnsar

Coenventional designation; Is
ds “garrisen towns”

Served as focil of
Aral/Muslim settlement
that segregated them from
INdIgEneUS populations

Presumed: tiilal
erganizauien: i the A7iiia

What accounts fior the
absence off amisar n. Syria?
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1. Territorial structure of the early Muslim garrison town. Tetters

refer to group (A), subgroup (B), and private holdings (C); numbers
refer to vacant or shared space.

Model of the khitta



Fustat: From Garrison town to
Metropolis
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Byzantine Babylon — Eustat an
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Tihe Attraction of Syira/Bilad al-Sham

“The region of Syria is splendid! Syria is the abode of the Prophets, the
habitation of the righteous, the home of the successors of the
Prophets. It is the destination sought by the upright. It contains the
first gibla [direction of prayer, i.e. Jerusalem] the scene of the Day
of Resurrection, and of the Night Journey of the Prophet; the Holy
Land, caravanserais most excellent, frontier posts most
commanding, mountains most eminent...”

“This land provides for the needs of this world and the next; for here
the heart is cheered and worshippers extend their bodies in prayer.
Then of course there is Damascus, the paradise of this earth, and
Sughar which is like a miniature Basra,; beautiful Ramla, with its
white bread, and Jerusalem the splendid, without tribulation; Hims
is famous for low prices and excellent air; the mountain of Busra
with its vineyards should not be forgotten; nor Tiberias, renowned
for its crops and its villages.”

Al-Mugadassi (10t c.) Translation:
Collins (1994: 138-9)
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Ayla (Islamic Agaba)
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The evolution of the fadir
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A Picture of the countryside: TThe Dead Cities ofi Northern
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I the Arid Margins
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The site of Balis and its Environs,

Syria, Middle Euphrates



Erontiers: al-thiughur; al-awasim.an
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