
The Rise of the Abbasids

Politics, culture and the future of 
Islam



The Players

• Who are the Abbasids anyway?
• The alliance with the “Alids”
• The Khurasanis – abna’ al-dawla
• The Barmakids and the kuttab



Some Questions

• What’s the attraction of Iraq?
• Is this a more mature empire?
• Is this the end of Arab domination?
• What happens to the Umayyads? Syria?



Center and periphery



The Impact on Syria



Route Maps of 10th century Geographers
(note the connections of Syrian cities with the frontier and beyond)

Source: Yusuf (1985)

al-Istakhri Ibn Khurdadhbih Ibn Hawkal



Pella (Fihl) Area XXIX

The ‘Abbasid Complex



Amman Citadel

Source: Northedge 1992



‘Abbasid Reconstruction of the Amman 
Citadel after the 749 CE earthquake

Source: Northedge 1992



Tiberias/Tabariyya

Source: Stacey (2004)



Glazed ‘Abbasid Period Ceramics - Tiberias

Imported lustre wares Source: Stacey (2004)



An Assessment of Abbasid Syria

• Syria was not marginalized and managed to 
maintain sustained economic vitality

• The state did take an interest in the region’s 
economic situation

• Relationship to the Abbasid center, however, was 
not that of an exploited periphery

• Economically, the region did not generally operate 
as a province within a larger imperial whole. Local 
concerns were primary.

• Territorial logics of empire did not dominate 
economic and social life of Bilad al-Sham



Reorganizing the Frontier



Baghdad was not enough?



ar-Raqqa/ar-Rafiqa



The Economics of Empire



The Canal System

Work at the Nahr Rûd canal in southern Iraq (photo: G. Bell, March 1911 
(Copyright Gertrude Bell Photographic Archive, Newcastle University). 









Egypt





Siraf and the Persian Gulf



Abbasid Silver Hoards in Europe
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