The Rise of the Abbasids

Politics, culture and the future of
Islam
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Center and periphery

Al-Shammasiyah, originally an area
for military reviews and encampments
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The Impact on
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Fig. 23, Examples of Abbasid pottery, Area XXIX. For descriptions see text. 2
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ior Plate 3. Early Islamic patiery {see captions, p. 106).




Syria was not marginalized and managed to
maintain sustained economic vitality

The state did take an interest in the region’s
economic situation

Relationship to the Abbasid center, however, was
not that of an exploited periphery

Economically, the region did not generally operate
as a province within a larger imperial whole. Local
concerns were primary.

Territorial logics of empire did not dominate
economic and social life of Bilad al-Sham



Reorganizing the Frontier
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Baghdad was not enough?
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The Economics of Empire




The Canal System
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Work at the Nahr RGd canal in southern Iraq (photo: G. Bell, March 1911
(Copyright Gertrude Bell Photographic Archive, Newcastle University).
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asid Silver Hoards In Europe
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