Minoan Religion

Cult symbols, iconography,

and ritual spaces




Evidence for Minoan religion

Cult/ritual spaces - domestic, urban, extra-urban

Iconography - seals, rings, frescoes, pottery

Cult “furniture” (ritual symbols)

Continuity into later Greek tradition/religion




Minoan cult symbols

Double axe

“horns of consecration”

Altar or sacrificial table

Table of offering

Kernos

Baetyl (aniconic image of deity)

Elements of nature (snakes, birds, trees, water, agrimia,
etc.)
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Miniature gold votive
dedications from the
Neopalatial period at
sacred cave at Arkalochori
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Detaﬂ of the Ayla Trladha sarcophagus




-
o
s
<
i
Q
QO
N
-
o
Q
C
o
7p
-
Yt
o
T




Altars and tables of offering
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Temple Repositories at Knossos
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Town ritual spaces:
the town shrine at Gournia
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Peak sanctuaries

votive offerings




Sacred Caves

Amnissos




Sacred Caves
votive offerings




Rural Sanctuaries
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“Saffron Gatherers” from Xeste 3, Thera. “Crocus offering to seated goddess” from Xeste 3, Thera.
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Ritual scenes on gold signet rings

“Ring of Minos”




