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I. Chronology

a. Construction: Second Century BC

b. Remodeling: 62-79 AD (following earthquake of 62 AD)

c. Volcanic Eruption: 79 AD

d. Excavation: 1894-1896 AD

i. New approach to archaeological recording: return house to pre-eruption appearance rather than exporting artifacts to museum

II. The Vettii Family

a. Owners: Aulus Vettius Restitutus and Aulus Vettius Conviva

i. Influential men

ii. Conviva was an Augustalis
b. Unique layout of house

i. No public storefronts or front offices

III. Peristyle

a. Represents cosmopolitan style of Hellenized Domus

b. First style columns

c. Decorated with fountains, marble, bronze, and flowers

IV. Phallic Imagery

a. Priapus fresco at entryway

b. Statue of Priapus in peristyle

i. Symbol of prosperity, protection, and luck

ii. Portray wealth and fortune of Vettii family

V. Fourth Style Walls

a. Large scale narrative, “framed look”, mythological themes, and warm colors

b. “Punishment of Ixion”

i. Ixion was supposedly the first Greek to murder a kinsman. As a punishment for his crime, Zeus bound him to a fiery, revolving wheel in the Underworld.

VI. Significance

a. Hellenized Domus

b. Rise of ‘nouveau-riche’ class in Pompeii following earthquake

c. Decline in moral standards

d. Artistic evidence or agricultural practices

