CLAS 0210: Sport in the Ancient Greek World

Quiz # 1, Friday 19 February 2010
YOUR NAME:

10 minutes, answer all questions

1.
The building of the great Temple of Zeus at Olympia began in: (a) 454 BC BC; (b) 421 BC BC; (c) 370 BC; (d) 470 BC; (e) 510 BC.

2.
The river that flows past the site of Olympia, and which largely buried it in alluvial silts, is called: (a) the Peneios; (b) the Altis; (c) the Kronos; (d) the Alpheios; (e) the Elis

3.
Which of these words is the Greek term for wrestling: pale; phillipeion; pankration; nymphaion; pyx?

4.
Which of the five events in the pentathlon were also contested separately as events in their own right and with their own prizes?

5.
Name one sporting event for which we have evidence in Bronze Age art and  Homer’s poetry, and in the records of the ancient Olympic games.

6.
Roughly how many Olympiads occurred in the ancient world? (a) 50 (b) 1200 (c) 300 (d) 200.

7.
Competitors approaching the entrance to the stadium at Olympia passed by the Zanes.  What were they?

8.
How many stadion-lengths was the foot-race called the dolichos?
9.
In the pankration, which were the only moves that were forbidden by the rules?

10.
Which sporting contests took place on the final, fifth day of the Olympic program?

11.
Name the 2nd century AD Greek writer of a 10-volume guidebook to mainland Greece, including two books devoted to a detailed description of the site of Olympia.

12.
The regular circuit of games held at Olympia, Delphi, Isthmia, and Nemea are often referred to as the stephanitic games.  To what does this word refer?

13.
The games at Delphi did not begin until almost 200 years after those at Olympia.  True or false?

14.
Gymnos means “nude.”  What then was a gymnastes?

15.
“Of all the images of Zeus, the Zeus in the bouleuterion at Olympia is the one most likely to strike terror into the hearts of sinners. This Zeus is surnamed Horkios…”  [Arete #90].  What activity took place in front of this statue during the Olympic Games?

