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Pierre de Coubertin 
[Founder and President, IOC]: 

“It is enough to remember the careful way antiquity 
allowed participation in the Olympics only to those 
athletes who were irreproachable. Ought it not to 
be the same in the modern world?” 



“The ancient Olympic Games were strictly 
amateur, and for many centuries, as long as 
they continued amateur, they grew in 
importance and significance.  Gradually, 
however, abuses and excesses developed…  
What was originally fun, recreation, a 
diversion, and a pastime became a 
business…  
The Games degenerated, lost their purity and 
high idealism, and were finally abolished… 
Sport must be for sport’s sake.” 

Avery Brundage 
[IOC President 1929-1972]: 

Jim Thorpe postage stamp, 1980s 



Start of semester question: 

“Ancient athletes made no money from the 
Games,  competing only for glory and an olive 
wreath.”  True or false? 

Two-thirds of you then agreed with that 
statement. 

David Young, The Olympic Myth of Greek 
Amateur Athletics [1984] 




















