ARCH 0270  TROY ROCKS!  ARCHAEOLOGY OF AN EPIC
ASSIGNMENT 2:  DUE IN CLASS, THURSDAY, OCT 15 
2-3-PAGE OBJECT DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

The goal of this assignment is to provide students with the opportunity to closely observe and analyze an object from the ancient Greek world, to explore the types of information that can be drawn from ancient images, and to examine relationships between art and text.  

Your first objective is to present a detailed visual analysis of one Greek vase (Six choices provided; basic descriptions below), which illustrates some aspect of the Trojan War story.  
The second objective is to discuss the object/images on it in the context of what you have read so far in the ancient sources or have learned about the Trojan War story from your other reading or in class.  
For the visual analysis, you should observe the object closely (as closely as you can from photographs, alas) and describe—in a logical and well-organized way—the object itself.  In addition to the aspects of the object that relate to the Trojan War story, you will want to consider factors such as the shape of the object, its intended use, or potential viewers.   

For the contextual discussion, you should examine how the image(s) you are examining relate(s) (or doesn’t) to the narratives or descriptions provided by the Homeric texts.  Consider questions such as what types of visual “clues” are provided for the viewer to help him/her identify the people in it, what they are doing, and what part of the story is being portrayed.  Be specific about what those visual signals are and how you know.  You may also consider what aspects of the Trojan War episode are represented visually, what parts are omitted, or changed, how and why.  You are not required to consult any additional sources, but if you do, you must cite them appropriately.* A quick guide for citations are available at:  http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/tools_citationguide.html
Prepare to discuss your object in class.  I will bring images of the objects to class, but if you have additional images  that you would like to show for your discussion, please email those images to me before 6:00pm Wednesday, October 14.
*NOTE:   If you include ideas or descriptive passages in your paper that are drawn from another author (including catalogues, articles, websites, etc.), you must cite your source.  The uncredited use of other authors’ phrases, text, or ideas is plagiarism.
OBJECTS 

1.  Amphora with Priam pleading with Achilles for the body of Hector
Date:  ca. 540 BC

Related narrative:  Iliad, Book 24
2.  Amphora with Blinding of Polyphemus
Date:   ca. 670-50 BC
Related narrative: Odyssey, Book 9
3.  Wine vessel with (A) the Greeks go to see Achilles and (B) single combat scene between Achilles and Hector (not totally certain it’s Hector, but a good chance).  
Date:  ca. 480 BC 
Related narrative:  Iliad, Book 9 (visit to Achilles); Iliad, Book 24 (fight between Achilles and Hector)
4.  Krater with Sarpedon carried away by Sleep and Death and (B) youths arming themselves for battle.
Date:  ca. 515 BC
Related narrative:   Iliad, Book 16 (death of Sarpedon); no known source for scene of arming youths
5.  Pinax (plate) with Hector and Menelaus fighting over the body of Euphorbus

Date:  ca. 600 BC
Related narrative:  Iliad, Book 17

6.  Amphora with Ajax and Achilles playing dice 
Date:  ca. 550-525 BC

No known related narrative (discuss in terms of other information about Ajax, Achilles from Iliad)
