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The volcano as a sublime, subterranean thing of telluric wonder 
 

The volcano in many ways epitomizes the post-Enlightenment sublime as envisioned by Kant (1987 

[1790]) or Burke (2008 [1757]). Pompeii and the AD 79 eruption of Vesuvius, in particular, have been 

pivotal in the formation of the modern imaginary (Goldstein 1979); the field of psychoanalysis, in 

particular, was heavily impacted by both the discovery of Pompeii and the metaphor provided by 

archaeology (e.g., Freud 1917). In this paper, I draw together journal articles from the social sciences 

and volcanology as well as interviews I conducted with residents of Pandora in order to illustrate 

how….[300-400 sparkling words total should be able to convey your project and force you to boil your 

main thesis down to a concentrated nugget, though should you need to go longer please let me know]  
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[I highly recommend that you use Endnote, if you don’t already. You can download the software for free 

from the Brown website;  it organizes your citations and formats them uniformly. I tend to use the 

Current Anthropology citation style in Endnote though any standardized, alphabetized style will be 

acceptable] 


