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The World of Museums: Logistics, Laws and Loans

Due October 21, 2009 
Paper Proposal and Annotated Bibliography

A short précis and an annotated bibliography of your proposed research paper worth 10% of your final grade are due on October 21. The précis should outline the nature of your topic, the ethical issue you will consider, and some thoughts on the arguments and potential thesis surrounding your topic. The annotated bibliography must include at least 10 appropriate sources. Note that sources must be a mix of books, articles and websites (limited to 3). 

PRINCIPLE: The purpose of a proposal is to communicate your intentions for the main research paper to others so that they can give you feedback and assistance. Therefore, a good proposal communicates to the reader in as much detail as possible the research question that you are interested in and the line of investigation that you intend to pursue. The clearer you make this to the reader, the better the help they can give to you, and the better your proposal will be. A proposal is a brief discussion (no more than 500 words) of one's topic. It is written in essay form and should, as always, be typed (12 font, Times New Roman, double spaced). 

· Choose a topic. NOTE: There is a good chance that if you are uninterested in the topic with which you are working, your paper will not be nearly as first rate as a paper in which you chose a topic of interest to you. 

· The thesis or purpose of the paper. What is the ethical dilemma you are considering? Take a position, which should be arguable, easily supported with textual evidence (primary and/or secondary texts), and clearly stated. Remember, a thesis is not a question. 

· As background, briefly describe the general area of investigation, the topic you intend to pursue. It often helps the reader understand your personal interest in this topic so you may want to describe this briefly. Also, you may wish to describe to the reader your assumptions as to the answer of your question.
· List any secondary questions that you need to answer in order to move toward answering your main question. The development of your research paper can contain secondary descriptive questions that help develop your central ethical dilemma. 

· Provide a bibliography of at least 10 pertinent references (library, internet [only 3 internet sources] and other) using American Anthropologist (available from: http://www.aaanet.org/pubs/style_guide.pdf) citation guidelines. Annotation means that you include two or three sentences outlining the main idea or thesis of each reference. 
Annotations

Annotations are capsule summaries that usually are about a paragraph in length. You should annotate a wide range of sources, particularly scholarly books and refereed journals, but also dissertations, unpublished literature (e.g., contract archaeology reports), conference papers, popular texts, and websites, among other sources. Annotations do not need to be either critical or laudatory in tone; instead, they should aim to provide a clear and clinical description that would provide a subsequent researcher enough information to determine if that source is relevant to their own work. 

I will grade scrupulously for your adherence to the style guidelines. You are bound to find some odd resource that doesn’t fit any of the examples in the style guide, so please let me know if any details are unclear or you have resources that do not readily fit the rules.

The Bottom Line

The completed paper is due to me on or before Tuesday October 21, 2008. Please do not procrastinate, and do let me know if you have any questions.

Examples of annotated bibliographic referencing using the MLA formatting see < http://honolulu.hawaii.edu/legacylib/mlahcc.html> for further examples:

Atwood, Roger. “Guardians of the Dead.” Archaeology 56.1 (2003): 42-49. 

This is a popular magazine article that discusses the phenomenon of looting in Peru and the brigade of locals who are working to combat the looting of archaeological sites. Atwood reports on his meetings with the various stakeholders in the lucrative activity of looting: the looters, archaeologists, local villagers, and government officials. 

Moody-Adams, Michele. Fieldwork in Familiar Places: Philosophy, Culture, and Morality. Harvard University Press, Cambridge, 1997. 


The basic theme of this book is about how to approach seemingly irresolvable moral disagreements and move beyond the mire of cultural relativism and the disability of culturally induced moral blindness to better understanding decision making.
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