Research Project Guidelines

ARCH 1160

The World of Museums: Logistics, Laws and Loans

Overview
During the semester each of you will work independently on a research project. The theme will relate to the readings, issues, guest speakers, and case studies we have explored in class. The individual project will delve deeply into a particular issue related to a specific museum or institution. The project will involve reading primary and secondary sources that are relevant to your topic. 

Objectives
· To building your research skills in research, writing and oral presentation

· To broaden your knowledge in the field of museum studies

· To develop your skills in analyzing and interpreting museum practices, particularly from the legal, logistical and loan aspects of their missions. 

Assignment
· Write an analysis of a case in which a museum or other cultural institution has dealt with a controversial situation regarding logistics, loans or law (acquisitions, deaccessioning, politics of display, repatriation, unethical boards etc..) Analyze the ways in the museum dealt with this controversy. Your article should put the case in the context of issues discussed in this course, including museum ethics. For example, the Brooklyn Museum announced in the summer of 2008 that it has purchased many items of Coptic art that have now been determined to be fakes, but has decided to exhibit these forgeries. Other museums have wrestled with whether or not they should repatriate items to indigenous peoples to whom NAGPRA does not apply.

· This paper will require some research for articles about museum cases.  You may use the articles included in the reading, but you need to use at least two additional sources.  Please feel free to get in contact with me regarding topics or areas of research. I have a whole list of topics surrounding museums and controversies. 

· In addition to writing a 10 page research paper, you will be asked to present your research as a poster in a poster session. 

Milestones
· September 16 – ROCK library visit with Norine Duncan. Do not hesitate to contact Nori about your project for assistance finding resources.

· October 21 – project proposal and annotated bibliography DUE

· November 25 – final paper DUE. Email a copy of the paper to me at Morag_Kersel@brown.edu

· December 2 – poster preparation

· December 9 – poster session and presentation at the Joukowsky Institute at Rhode Island Hall
