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The marbles, which once formed part of the façade of the Parthenon in Athens, were removed and brought to Britain by Lord Elgin at the beginning of the nineteenth century. They were taken before the Greek War of Independence, at a time when what we now recognize as Greece was ruled by Turkey and when the British Empire had strong colonial interests in the eastern Mediterranean and Near East. Elgin had acquired permission from the Turkish to remove elements of the marble frieze, however his rights over the marbles were reviewed at length by the British parliament before it agreed to purchase them for the British Museum. The Greek government has campaigned for the return of the marbles and in 1982 submitted a formal request to the Council of Ministers for Culture of the member-states of UNESCO in Mexico. As a case study the Marbles therefore allow for the examination of the British museum as space for the negotiation of British national culture; of the place of colonialism in the representation of British national culture; and of the role of the Marbles and the Parthenon in the construction of Greek national identity.

Your Mission:

Each person is assigned a side for the great debate: those supporting the Greek claim for the repatriation of the Marbles and those supporting the British position to keep the Marbles. In preparing your one page position paper please formulate the defense of your position but keep in mind the arguments for the other side. Also bear in mind the larger issues of repatriation and the questions of “who owns the past”? Please do not just give your own personal opinion, structure the essay to formulate a coherent argument on whether the marbles should stay or go. Here are some questions that may guide your essay:

· What are the Marbles?  And why do Britain and Greece want them?  

· List the arguments for the return of the Marbles to Greece or for keeping them in Britain. Discuss briefly the motives of those people involved. 

· What role have the Marbles played in the construction of British and Greek national identities?

· List the arguments for and against cultural restitution of the Marbles. 

· Despite the position you were assigned what is your opinion on whether the Parthenon Marbles should be returned? 

· What are the main historical and political factors influencing the place of the Marbles within these competing discourses of identity? 

· What are the main arguments and concepts employed in the negotiation and contestation of the ownership and representation of cultural property? 

· To what extent do international institutions and legislation concerning cultural property impact on this case? (see UNESCO web site on legal protection of cultural heritage and see the Hellenic Ministry of Culture web site for appeals to UNESCO)
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British Museum’s Collection

http://www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk/gr/debate.html

Campaign to Return the Parthenon Marbles

http://www.parthenon2004.com/ 

The Parthenon Marbles

http://www.uk.digiserve.com/mentor/marbles/
Restitution of the Parthenon Marbles

http://www.culture.gr/6/68/682/
UNESCO Cultural Heritage and Legal Protection

http://portal.unesco.org/culture/en/ev.php-URL_ID=2187&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
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http://www.museum-security.org/elginmarbles.html
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