P,

A R WP o s A A

THE EXCAVATIONS AT TELL ES-SAWWAN
FIRST PRELIMINARY REPORT (1964)

1. ,' ntroduction.

The site known locally as Tell es-Saw-
wan (“‘Mound of the Flints’’) is situated
on the eastern bank of the Tigris some
eleven kilometers downstream of Samarra
(lat. 34° 80N, long. 43° 35’E), where
it stands on a chff commanding an ex-
tensive view of the river (fig. 1). It has
a maximum height of 2.5, m. above the
level of the piam pehind, and is roughiy
oval an shape, measuring approximately
230 n1. north-south by 110 m. east-west

(Ag. 2); it is composed of three mounds,
hmmftex designated A, B, and C, of
which the highest (B) is partly separated
"'mzn A and C, to 1ts north and south
respectively, by two seasonal water-
courses. The site was first noted by Ernst
Herzfeld in 1911, during the course of
the German exeavations at  Samarra.’
Tts importance was subsequently recog-
nised from collections of the material
found on its surface: ernde and incised
Hassuna together with painted Samarra
potsherds are plentiful, also fint and
obsidian artifacts. This evidence led. us
to conclude that the occupation of Tell

(1) H. Herzfeld, Die - Ausgrabungen von
Samarra, Band V {1930, p. 5.

es-Sawwan was limited to a period
stretching from some time during the
sixth into the early fifth millennium
B.C., after which it was effectively
abandoned. ‘ }
~ In deciding to excavate Tell es-
Sawwan, the Directorate General of
Antiquities hoped to provide answers to
several important, vet hitherto unfatho-
med, problems of Mesopotamian pre-
history. In particular it seemed virtually
assured that here at last we might be
able to reveal a Samarran village cowm-
munity in all its material details, in-
cluding its uchltectme Moreover, in
view of Tell ex-Sawwan’s central vengra-
phical position, there was a reasonable
prospect of our uncovering further evi-
dence of cultural contacts  between
northern and suuthern Traq during the
sixth millenninm B.C. The results of the
first season, which lasted lttle more.
than three months, not only answered
most of the questions we had posed hut
also brought to light material f(u excet wl-
mg our (‘\pOCtAtIOIN

2. Progress of the Excavations.

Operations were started at Tell ce-
Sawwan on 17th, February, 1964, bv
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a team from the Department’s technieal
staff under the direction of Behnam Abu

AL e4-Soof. The assistant archaeologists

were Tariq en-Naimi., Rabie el-Qeisi,
Ghaniim Wahida, and Yasin Rashid. The
photographs, both of the excavation and
the objects, were taken by Antran Evan,
chief photographer of the Dep.ntm(\nt.
The site was visited continually through-
out the season by the Director-General
Dr. Faisal EI-Wailly and the Inspector-
General 1’1'01'0%@-01 Faad Safar. We also
had the pleasure of w ﬂcommo among
many visitors and scholars. the heads
and members of the foreign Institutes of
Archaeology and e\pﬂdmom working in
Iraq at the time.
Excavation was first begun on mound
A, where some- Islamic graves were
encountered; our investigations here
were - coneequcntlv cuxpended for the
time being, and work turned to the
relatively undisturbed areas of mounds
B and C. A trench opened on the western
side of mound C led to  well-preserved
walls constructed of large rectangular
mud-bricks (fig. 3). E\tendmcr our ex-

cavations at this point, we cucceeded in
exposing a building of no less than four-
teen rooms (fig. 4) whose walls- were
found to be resting directly on virgin
soil. To the east a second building was
discovered (fig. 5, backglound), des-
pite its general similarity to the first,
which was still standing at the time of
its construction, it was somewhat less
regular in plan, and underneath it we
subsequently unearthed an earlier house
built with greater regularity on the
virgin soil (fig. 6-8). These buildings
represent the earliest levels at Tell es-
Sawwan {levels I and II, counted up-
wards from the bottom).

Work was being carried out mmul-
taneously on the southern side of mound
B, (figs. 9, 10), and a trench was also
driven to -the  mound’s northernmost

limit (fig. 11). These operations, which -
enlarged the excavated area umtil it

> -

covered ammost o third of the <site,
revealed that here there exasted, betweeen

“the summit of the mound (fig. 12, level

V) oand virgin soil, no less than five
main building-levels. In order to con-
pare the levels encountered on mound €
with those in the core of mound 13, two
deep soundings weve made at different
points on the latter. The first, dug
from near the swmmit of the mound,
was 2 m. square at its top and reached
vivain <oll, moan arvea 1 m. squioe, at
a depth of 3 m.; here again five build-
mo—le\ els were found ])]01)’\131\ with two
nlmqeq in level IIL, and the pottery and
small finds were similar to those from
the levels, in the main area of exeava-
tion, to which the levels of the sounding
appeared to correspond. The second
sounding was located at the northern
end of mound B; it had the same dimen-
sions as the first, and reached virgin
o1l with similar resuits (fig. 13). Further
investigations. on the eastern periphery
of the same mound. led to the discovery

of a defensive ditch, several parts of -

which were subsequently examined.
The excavation was originally  due

to finish, with the fiaansis! vear, at the

end of March, 1964. During u.» Tt
few days of this month, ™ however, wc
discovered a number of graves dug from
level I into the virgin soil below, and
these . were so remarkable that the
Directorate General of Antiquities felt it
necessary to prolong the season and in-
vestigate more of them. Extra money

was obtained, and work continued with-
out interruption until May 20th, expos-
ing over a hundred and thirty burials of
extraordinary interest.

An understanding of the relation-
ships, chronological and cultural, which
exist between the levels excavated at Tell
es-Sawwan and those of other sites of

comparable age, will depend on a detailed

analysis of the pottery and other arti-
facts which has not yet been completed;

~we have generally limited ourselves, in
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the following preliminary account, to
straight descriptions of material from
Sawwan itself. Some indication of the

site’s absolute date, however, may be

gained from three carbon-14 readings

for which we are indebted to the labora-
tory of the Pennsylvania University
Museum. The laboratory’s provisional

estimates, based on the Libby method

rather than the 5730 halflife (which
would add about a century to each date),
are 5506 + 73 B.C. for a sample from a
level I floor (P. 855), 5349 486 B.C. for
a sample from %undmg 1I, floor 3,
which is probably equivalent fo level TIT
elsewhere (P. 856), and 4858 4+ 82 B.C.
for a sample from the level III floor of
room 39 (P. 857). The last figure is

remarkably low, and some contaminat_ion -
. moat, may be regarded as an example,

may be suspected.

3. The Defenses and the Architecture.

The earliest feature identified on the
site consists of an artificial diteh,
averaging 2.5 m. wide and 3 m. deep,

" cut into the natural conglomerate under-

lying the mound. The cut is V-shaped,
and narrows to a maximum width of 50
em. at its lowest point. It was investi-
gatcd n Qve tre nches (fig. 2, nos. 1-53,

nunibered n clnonologlcal order). The

ditch was first discovered while we were
examining the south-eastern fringes of
mound B; further work to the north-east
revealed a continuation of the same
ditch, and we were then able tolocate and
expose its south-eastern corner (fig. 14).
Once this had been established, we
followed the course of the ditch north-
wards, and presently reached its north-
eastern corner (fig. 15). Digging a point
further to the west, we conﬁlmed the

course of the (htch s northern side.? Tt
was clear from these investigations that

_(2) Here we found the difch partly filled
with burnt debris which included several
varieties of grain. Cf. Hans Helbaek,
Sumer XX, (1964), pp. 45-48.

" the ditch formed approxxmatelv, three
sides of a square round the eastern side
of mound B; the northern and southern
arms of the ditch coincide with the lines
of the two watercourses which now carry
the run-off from the mound to the river,

but they were not themselves contmued
westwards It may be conjectured that
the ditch was onomallv supplied with
water from the river, but before the
construction of the Samana barrage the
level of the Tigris was already well below
the mound, even at the helght of the
annual flood. The ditch was dominated
on its inside by a thick buttressed wall’
(studied more thomuchl\ in the second
season), and many :]nw—balls were dis-,
covered in its fill. C]earl\ the Sawwan .
‘ditch, whether or not it was actually a

of an early
mind the
neolithic

unique in \Ieﬁopotamla
defensive system, calling to
more elaborate pre-pottery
defenses of Jericho.

The ditch was created during an
early phase of level I. Later, when the
settlement was extended southwards,
bevond the confines of mound B where
the first village was presumably located,.
walls were constructed over the western
tip of the ditch’s southern arm (figs.
16-18, 20); here the ditelr was extremely -

shallow, and the anew buildings can
hardly have prejudiced the defenses of
the settlement. Elsewhere the ditch te-’
mained open during the occupations
associated with levels IT and HI, and at
least part of it was still _exposed in level
V; potsherds of the latter level, mostly
pamted Samarra ware but also one Halaf
sherd, were occasionally found together
with other objects at its very bottom.

"There were®as mentioned above, five
main building-levels found at Tell es-
Sawwan, and these were numbered I-V
from the bottom upwards; the surviving
height of these architectural 1'emains
does not exceed 3.5 m. in all (figs. 21-
23). Buildings from the earliest phases of
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level I, preceding or coutemporary with
the ditch, may be presumed to exist in
the heart of mound B; those which we
were able to excavate fullv were con-
structed on virgin soil ontside the ditch
to the south. Here level T is principally
represented by two large a1chi10cluml
units with a notably regular ground- -plan
(fig. 24). Building 1, to the west, has
more than fourteen rooms and p1obahh
more than one courtvard (fig. 25);
Building 2. further to the east, covers
a greater area. but was designed with
les§ regularity both inside and out (figs.
26-29). The buttresses which are a no-
_table feature of the external faces of both
buildings-normal]y occur at the junc-
- tion of two walls, and had apparently the
purely functional purpose of strengthen-
ing the outer walls. Both buﬂdmds ne.
1 at its north end and no. 2 at its west,
contain unusnal features which are
probably to be understood as staircases
leading to the roofs though thev might
be no more than platforms (figs. 24,
33. 34). Between the two bulldmgs 1s
a narrow lane. This begins parallel to
the south-east wall of Building 1, then
-turns north-west separating the two
buildings, and finally divides into two
. branches going east and west; to its north
lies another building, also of level I
(fig. 24, 25, 30). :

Rooms 15, 8, 12, and 13, in the

eastern part of Building 1, deserve
special attention. They are -linked by
three axial doors (fig. 35), and the end-
room 13 has a niche in the centre of its
northern wall; below this niche was
discovered a . most striking. alabaster
statuette of a ‘‘mother- goddess (fig.

36). Two comparable clay figurines were -

found, headless, on the floor of room 8
(fig. 87, the two seated figures on the
left), and in another room (7) of the
same building we found yet another

‘‘mother-goddess’’ statuette of alabas-
ter (fig. 38, right). These finds, com-

Lmeu with the regularity of the build-
mmg’s lay-out, may indicate that it was
some kind of 1011010115 structure. Further
evidence in support of this hypothesis
may possibly be provided by the presence
of the extensive e cemetery, to be described
below, which was unearthed beneath its
ﬂoms, and by the length of time for
uhxch the bmldmo 1lsdf continued in
use.

Building 1, though damaged by fire
during its first period of occupatlon was
still \nndmo without significant altera-
tions in level 11 (8o 81); only an abut-
ment was added to part of the outer face
of its eastern wall, perhaps w «ct as a
buttress. At the same time Building 2
was replaced by another building less
regular than its predecessor in p]an (fig.
32). A street, running on the same lines
as that described above, still existed in
level II.

Level IIT was Jess extensively ex-
cavated than levels T and II, and con-
sequently no buildings were completely
uncovered (fig. 39). It was plain, how-
ever, from the limited architectural evi-
dence, that between levels I-IT and level
I1I there was unbroken continuity hoth
in the building materiale used and in the
general lay-out. The houses of lovel 17T
were probably smaller, vet their rooms

were as large and their plans ag regaiar;’

their corners were again oriented
towards the cardinal points of the com-
pass, and there were external buttresses
at wall-junctions. There was a wide un-
occupied space between the eastern and
western ends of the exposed area of level
IIL; here we found three circular grain-
bins or siloes made of gypsum (juss),
one with a diameter of 1 m. and the
others with diameters of over 2 m. (figs.
39-44). It should be noted that in some
places level IIT was divisible into two
snccessive phases of building; walls of
the earlier phase are to be seen beneath
rooms 107, 120, 129, and 132.
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The excavated area of level IV was
again smaller than that of levels I-II,
but there was enough to show the same
evidence of. architectural continuity as
had been observed in level IIT (figs. 45,
46). Three square mud-brick enclosures,
located at the eastern .end of the area

- exposed, were probably used as storage

bins (figs. 47, 48). Heavy door-sockets
made of gypsum were a particular feature
of this level (fig. 49). In some parts
of level IV, most notably rooms 92 and
93, there was evidence for two phases
of occupation separated by a brief inter-
val (figs. 52, 53); here to floors were
found with 40 cm. of fill between them.
Practically the whole of level V has
disappeared because of erosion. Never-
theless a few remains, chiefly rooms or
parts of rooms and walls were identi-
tiable (figs. 54, 55). The height of these
walls does not exceed 30 cm.; yet again
they exhibit the same architectur al
techniques as in previous levels.

Apart from the more general evidences
of continuity mentioned above, buildings
of all five levels had several characteris-
tic details in commoun. They were all
constructeq of rather large obl ong mud-
bricks, made in moulds and measuring

- 50-70 by 21-30 by 6-8 em. (fig. 56); the

thickness of a wall 1s the normal- width
of a brick (21-30 cm.). Walls were mud-
plastered on both their internal and
external faces, and the latter sometimes

.sho\\'ed three or more well-executed

tayers of re-plastering (figs. 57, 58).
Cypsum (jussy, which was used s a
flooring material throughout levels 1L
V, first appened in this capacity in
]e\el 1T (fie. room 72). Here it was
the last of thxee coats of plaster: first
mud was laid down,  then a layer of
bitumen was applied, and then the
gypsum plaster was added as a finish.
In some instances gypsum flooring
reaches onlv-to the foot of the walls of
a room, but in others it is carried up the
walls to form a slightly concave footing

which was probably.intended to seal the
base of the walls and protect them from

-the action of water.

A

4. The Pottery.

Levels I and II, especially the
former, furnished very little pottery.
The sherds from level I mainly resemble -
the late archaic type of Hassuna Ib-1I,
though some may have earlier affinities.
Level IT shows continuity in the pottery
(figs. 59-60, nos. 1-8, 10, 16, 17), and
incised and painted Hassuna wares
appear..The coarse pottery of both levels
has, as a rule, a black unoxidized core
which may be attributed to poor firing,
and the clay tends to contain large parti-
cles of extraneous matter. The surface
colour of such pottery is usually buff or
light-brown; it it ‘coated with a self-slip,
and sometimes burnished. A few frag-
ments of a very crude variety, found on
the level I floor of room 13, belong to
hemispherical bowls (fig. 65, no. 2).
Fragments of red- shpped and grey wares
are also evident (fig. 65, nos. 3 4 from
level IT, room 28, ﬂoor)

In level III the incised Hassuna
ware becomes very popular and the
crude archaic type disappears. Painted
Samarra makes its appearance in con-
siderable quantities, and a few examples
which were painted after firing are found
(fig. 65, no. 1, from level HI room 44).
Tn level IV the incised Hassuna pottery
appears for the last time. and the pain-
ted, and painted and incised, Samarra
ware now predominates. Very little is left
of Sawwan V, but it sufficles to show
continuity in the pottery; Samarra wares
are the only ceramic product of this
level. Only one; goly€hrome, Halaf flag-_"
ment was present (fig. 61, no. 28);
was found at the bottom of the deFensw
ditch, and should probably be associated
with the topmost level, Detailed draw-
ings of the shapes and motifs of the
Samarra pottery found in levels ITI-V
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are now being prepared, and will be in-
cluded in the second preliminary report:
provenances of the pieces illustrated here
(fig. 60, nos. 14, 15, 18-21, and fig. 61.

nos. 21-27. 29-32) are listed at the end
of this article.

Thus the pottery sequence confirms
the architectural evidence that the site
of Tell es-Sawwan was occupied, from
beginning to end, without any signifi-
cant interrupticns; there was no rigorous
change in population or drastic foreign
invasion. In level ITT, where Samarra
ware is seen emerging alongside the con-
tinuation of standard Hassuna, it is
clear that there is no sharp break but
rather an overlap hetween the two tech-
niques. The finding in this level of some
Samarra  fragments  painted  after
firing, and perbaps lightly exposed to
heat just to fix the paint but not to the
degree of oxidization, may be taken as
an indication that the potters of this
period were given to experimenting with
colours and new techniques of painting.

5. Other Artifacts. -

The most remarkable objects from

purposes. Thew show an exquisite vtand-
ard of craftsmanship, much superior to
that of pottery of the same date. The
people of level T were the wmasters of
this industry, but a few similar pleces
were found in level IT also. and there
were even some in level I1T though these
may have been stray pieces re-used.

The flint and obsidian industries at
Tell es-Sawwan are represented by a
number of flakes and blades. some of
which may be termed microlithic. Both
materials occurred in all five levels. The
flints include steep scrapers. one-sided
scrapers, notched scrapers. core-scrapers,
parallel-sided scrapers, curved points and
one triangular arrow-head (fig. 79, TM.

68336). There were also flint - sickle-

blades (fig. 78, IM. 68793), and one
fragment of a sickle was found which
incorporated three flints and one obsid-
1an blade stuck together with bitumen
(fig. 78, IM. 68792). Other obsidian
tools, apart from sickle-blades, include

borers, corve-scrapers, and knife-blades; .

- some of these showed signs of having

Tell es-Sawwan were found in level I, -

mainly in graves under Building 1; their
material is usually a creamy alabaster.
Among them are vessels of many shapes
and sizes (figs. 73, 74), including tiny
dishes, plates, round or oval bowls, cups,
flasks, and large pots; “‘cult objects,”
some probably of phallic significance
(fig. 66, middle row); and a fine series
of ““mother-goddess’ statuettes (fig. 67),
some with bitumen caps and eyes inlaid
with shell. There were also many beads
of various materials: dentalia and other
shells, bitumen, alabaster, bone, qnd
semi-precious stones such as carnelian
(fig. 69, and 70, I.M. 68749). One.of
the statuettes (fig. 67, bottom row, third
from left) is unfinished, and it is more
than likely that all the alabaster objects
were locally” made, chiefly for funerary

been retouched and resharpened.

Implemenis of ground Black stone

were found in all levels &t Ranivun;
among them were hoes, celts, polishers,
rubbers, palettes, mortars, pestles, mul-
lers, and querns (fig. 78, 80); and there
were many sling-balls, especially in the
defensive ditch. Awls, pins, needles, and
spatulas made of bone were frequent at
all levels (fig. 70), and so were clay
spindle-whorls of various sizes. We

- found several figurines of clay, and one,

in a level III grave, of juss (fig. 66, top
second from left). Two bhaskets caulked
with bitumen from level IT should also
be mentioned (figs. 62, 63). No metal
was found in 1964, but during the second
season several beads and a small knife
of .copper came to light in-a level T grave
beside the door of room 142.
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6. The Graves. T

The o’ccdpanfs'of.lével I buried their -

dead beneath their floors. We had our
first intimation of what these graves
were to contain when we found, lying
on virgin soil under room 117, a few
disturbed human bones, mostly belong-
ing to an infant, together with - some

small stone vessels and shell beads. Fur--

ther excavation in rooms 19 and 20 of
level I brought to light more burials and
their furniture, and it was at this stage
that we decided to prolong the dig in
order to investigate the entire area below
the ﬂoou of Bmldmo 1 and possibly
Building 2. As a result of this operation
more than one hundred and thirty burials
were discovered; almost all of them
below Building 1. The burials were
richly furnished with stone statuettes,
stone v essels, and beads of various mater-
ials: a general impression of the ceme-
tery’s main characteristics mayv be
pained fxom a perusal of the 1)10\”1%101181
hst of oraves and grave-goods given
helow, Thele can be no douht as to the
connection between the graves and the
buildings of level I. All the burials were
sunk from level I floors into the virgin
soil. and the floors were then thickly
replastered. Not one burial was found
extending heneath the walls, and almost
all were inside level T buildings; in one
mstance the whole centre of a room was
occupied by the burial of one important
adult male {(fig. 71).° Although no graves
contained pottery, we did find, on the
floors of level I, statuettes, vessels, and
other objects, precisely similar to those
used for furnishing the graves.

The graves themselves consisted of
'lellox\ pits, irregularly oval in shape
dug into the virgin soil to a depth of 23-
50 cm. below floor level; thev were oc-

.adornment to the skin after death

casionally bordered or encased with crude
hand-moulded lumps of clay. Most of the
skeletons were those of very young child-
ren, but there were also several adoles-
cents and adults. The skeletal material
has not been analysed; some skulls ap-
pear dolichocephalic. A high proportion
of the skeletons were fragmentary, and
this may indicate the custom of partial
burial though it is by no means the only
possible explanation;* for the very age of
these burials should itself be taken into
consideration, and it is relevant that over
a third of the grave-pits dug did not
contain any bones at all. Almost all the
skeletons whose original position was
obsérvable were contracted; they gene-
rally faced west, but there were some
facing east; the heads of the majority
were directed southwards. Several of the

‘hodies had been wrapped in very fine

reed-mats, the impressions of which
were well preserved by a thin coating of
bitumen which had been applied to them.
In grave 113. where the skeleton was
not contracted bu: heaped in a disor-
derly fashion with the skull separate,
there were traces of red. ochre on the

‘head and body: in all probability this

colour was applied as a kind of ritual
. and
came into contact with the hones onlj
when the flesh had decomposed.®

Some of the beads found may have
been attached to garments, but others
had belonged to strings wound either
round the neck or the hips; the latter
arrangement is reminiscent of the jewel-
led g h:uland worn round the waist of one
of the terracotta figurines from the site

3) Grave-pit 34, in room 5. Close by fo
the south was the fragmentary skeleton of
an adult female with a necklace of dentalia
shells. ‘

) Cf. “Swmier” XX [1964), p. 2. Tt is

m ele\hng to- compare the+findings at
Varka, where out of some 150 skelelons
buned in well-fitting double pots of the Neo-
Babyvlonian period, only_ some ten to fifteen
were in gocd condition. (Information sup-

plied by Dr. Mark A. Brandes of the German

Archaeological Institute, Baghdad).
{3y For other possibilities Cf. J. Mellaart,
Anatolien Studies XIV (1964), pp. 92, 93.
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. 66, top row, third from left, and
fig. 72, top left).

The Tell es-Sawwan cemetery was
not limited to Building 1. At the bottom
of our first deep sounding near the centre
of mound B (fig. 75), we uncovered a
few infant bones accompanied by a small
stone vessel and a statuette in the form
of a seated ‘‘mother-goddess’, all sunk
into virgin soil; though there is of course
no established connection between the
lower floor-levels in this sounding and
those of mound C, it seems virtually
certain that here we have a grave appro-

‘ximately contemporary with those of

Building 1. We alzo uncovered three
graves below rooms 141 and 142 of
Building 2; work in the second season
his confirmed that there were burials
beneath the floor all over this building,
though they were not so crowded as in
the adjacent Building 1. Subsequent
work has also exposed graves west of
Building 1 and at the northern fringes
of the site; again ail these burials had
been cut into the virgin soil below level
I floors.

_ No comparable graves were discover-

~“¢d in level II, but one which had been

i

sunk, probably from level III, into the

Jlevel IT wall of room 32, was found to

contain’ an alabaster figurine of a
“‘mother-goddess’’; this had been broken
and repaired in antiquity, and may per-
haps have reached its position in the
grave Jong after it had first been carved.
Another level III burial contained a
“mother-goddess”’ figurine of juss (fig.
66, top row, second from left).

" There were several infant burials in

Jevel IV; these were contained " in oval
_ receptacles of juss (figs. 50, 51). The.
example illustrated had a lid of the same

shape and material as the receptacle
itself, and enclosed the skeleton of a
young child contracted like an embryo

_ in.the womb, a string of tiny white

shell beads, and a small pottery hemi-

 gpherical bowl with a trough spout.

7, Summary,

The excavation of Tell es-Sawwan
constitutes the most important event in
the field of MMesopotamian prehistory
since the work at Hassuna and Eridu in
the 1940s. Here we have the rare oppor-
tunity of unearthing, completely and
methodically, just below present ground-
fevel, an extensive and prosperous neoli-
thic settlement. Among the results of the
first ceacon. the following are especially
significant.

1. The ditch of level T is (e cailiost
work of its kind vet identified in Tragq,
and indicates that we are dealing with
a settled community capable of organised
self-defense. )

2. The five building-levels discover-

ed, with their regularity of plan and the ..

elaborate techniques they display, are
evidence for a degree of architectural
sophistication hitherto unknown in
Iraq at this early date.

3. The pottery corresponds fairly
closelv to the standard Hassuna-Samarra
repertoire known from Hassuna itself;
the ascociation of the two wares in levels
IIT and IV demonstrates clearly that-
one gradually replaced the other wifth
no sharp break intervening.

4. The continuity of architectural
and ceramic traditions = through all
levels at Tell es-Sawwan suggests moss
powerfully that there was mno abrupt
change of population in the area during
this period.

5. The carved alabaster objects found
in the earliest levels far exceed, in quality
and quantity alike, anything that had
been anticipated. Their extraordinary
importance is immediately apparent,
and is indeed enhanced by the fact that
they raise as many questions as they
answer. They were almost certainly
made in the locality, and their discovery
has cast unprecedented light on a vital
aspect of the early civilisation of Iraq.
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8. Provisional List of Level 1 Graves.

Almost all the graves dug in 1964 are
summarily described below. Eaeh entry
begins with a rough estimate of the age
at death, based often on. very hmlted
evidence; complete skeletons are speci-
fied; where no estimate of age is given,
no bones at all were found. Objects,
unless otherwise stated, are of alabaster.
The numbers in brackets at the end of
each entry refer to the Sawwan 1964
catalogue, in which twd or more objects
from the same grave were sometimes
joined under a single number.

Sounding I.

1. Tnfant. Statuette; flask. (1,2).
~ BRoom 2.
2. Adolescent. Statuette; flask of pink

- stone; plate. (30).

Infant. Dish of black stone, plate.

(135).

4. Plate, broken and mended in anti-
quity; flint blade; dentalia shells
4 cm. long. (120).

o

5. Adult. Bowl; flask; plate; pen-
dant. (121)
6. Infant. Flask. (123)

. Cup of red stone, with red ochre
staining at ‘bottom. (126)
<. Dish: beads: large bivalve

beads. (127)

9. Infant. Flask; bitumen attachment
somewhat resembling snake-head.
(113)

10, Adolescent. Three bowls, one of

pink stone; celt of ground stone.

shell

(109).

11, Infant. Plate; some small animal
bones. (107).

12, Infant. contracted. Dish; flask.
(115)

13. Adult. Two bowls; carnelian and
turquoise beads. (103)

14. Adolescent. Cup; plate; large bead
of green stone. (88)

15. Infant. Flask. (208)

16.

17.

18.
19.

. Infant,

Infant. Flask with projection,
somewhat resembling a seated pair
of legs, on one of its sides (cf. fig.
68). (204)

Infant, complete, contracted. Two
flasks; shell needle; carnelian
beads. (205, 206).

Two plates. (207, 208).
Adolescent, contracted. Plate, on
which the hands were resting;
flask and two phalli between the
hands and the skull; alternating
bitumen and dentalia beads round
the hips. (223-226)

. Infant. Two dishes; two flint scra-

pers. (186, 187, 190).

. Infant. Flask; dish: three beads of

green stone. (233, 234)
contracted.  Statuefte;
plate; dish; hollow cylinder with
ribbing on- half of its external
length; dentalia and bitumen beads
on hlpa (210-213)

23. Adult. Three bowls; beads; pig-

pendant of green stone (fig. 06,
bottom row, ceutre); one carnelian
bead; many beads of turquoise and
large bivalve shells. (214-217)

. Infant. Dish; plate; two flasks; one
large bead of green stone, (227-

‘)30)

Room 3.

*

%t least one adult. Six statucttes,
some plerced as pcndant\ eight
plates, flasks, and bowls; figurine
of a rabbit (?): ring of shell; celt
of ground stone; bone need'e: tm‘q—
noise and dentalia  beads. {146-
164) .

. Infant. Three bhowls; one bitumen
spindle-whorl.. (14)

Room 4.

7. Statuette. (25)
28.

Dish, with the skull of a bird in-
side. (40)

. Infant. Plate. (78)



Adolescent. No objects.

26 Tell Es-Sawwan
30. Adult. Dish; one hlof, bead of  52. Three bowls. (111)
green stone. (137) 53. Infant, cmnactcd Threg., dishes.
31. Adult. Flask; sauce-boat, soume- (110) '
what; leqembhnﬂ a tortoise. (139)
32. Infaﬂn « Two howls (124) Room 8,
33. Infagh, wrapped in mat. Two 54, Tnfant .
dishis, one of black stone; dentalia 0% 1nfant, complete, conty
bea ( 40 410) - ok pl]ﬂ\ stone. (009} :
: 55. Flask. (185) A
Room 5, 56. Plate; hollow cxhnflm Wit ping
34. Adult, complete tall male, contrac- ggohah of its external 10“0th (231,
ted (fig. 71). Statuette; cup; two )
bowls, including the largest yet 97. Flask; dish. (188, 189)
discovered (fig. 74, top row, right);  58. Adolescent, contracted. Black stone
object with half-hollowed cylindri- bowl. (241)
cal body (fig. 74, second row, zg, DPlate; dish broken and mended in
centre) found under head. antiquity. (246, 247)
Room 6. 60. Infant. Bowl with two vertically
_ ‘ : ' pierced lugs. (245)
35. Bowl; small animal bones. (141) 61. Infant. Flask: i o
36. Tnfant. Statuette. (23) nfan as C'uge 1an and large
turquoise beads. (249, 250)
37. Infant. Two flasks. (122) 62. Statuet )
38. Infant. Dish. (125) 2. Statuette, wearing bitumen cap
- and pierced for use as a pendant;
39. Adolescent, contracted. Two bowls; 9940
plate; ﬂﬂ\lx (238-240) .
many bivalve. shell beads. (112)
40. Infant.- Dish;- punt-shaped bowl; 63. Infant, complete contracted.
beads of green stone. (106) Flask, found by mouth; sauce-
41. Adult. 'Bowl; dish of black stone; b<2)at Qn%ch]ace of . Qmall beads.
two flint blades; univalve shell (251, 252)
beads. (119) ‘ 64. Infant. Three flasks; conical object
42. Bowl. (128) of grey stone; necklace of carnelian
43. Infant, contracted. Statuette; three beads; dentalia beads round hips.
flasks; dish; flint blade; one car- (268-273)
nehan bead. (129) Room 9.
Room 7. = ~ 85. Infant. Flask; three plates. (59)
44. Two flasks, one of gxey stone; dlsh 66. Adolescent. Dish; flask; bowl!; bitu-
' 47 _ men and dentalia beads. (77, 417)
- 45. Flask. (49) 67. Adolescent. Two bowls; "univalve
46. Cup; large carnelian beads. (38). shell bead with traces of red ochre
47. Infant, contracted, wrapped in (72) ' B
mat. Two bowls. (32, 33) 68. Dish. (69)
48. Adult. Plate; figurine of rabbit (?).  69. Dish. (70)
@7 70. Bowl. (68) - - -
49. Infant. Two bowls. (130) 71. Infant. Three flasks. (75) = -
50. Adolescent. Three bowls. (131) 72. Male statuette . (fig. 67, bottom
51. left). (17).
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81.
S2.

83.
S4.
85.
86.
87.

388.
S9.
90.

1.

. Statuette; bowl. (22)

QU s

Room 10
Infant, contracted Three bowla
(41- 43)

Room 11,

Dish; broken piece of bracelet (fig.
66, bottom). (131)

Room 12,

Infant. Dish with two vertically
pierced lugs. (263)

. Adolescent. T'wo dishes; two bowls.

(264-267)

Room 13.

Infant, contracted. Plate; flask;
phaltus. (200-202)

. Tetrapod bowl. (297)
. Infant. Cup; tetrapod plate. (191,

192)
Infant. Bowl. (248)
Statuette; cup. (218, 219)

Room 14.

Flask. (63)
Statuette; bitumen beads. (24)
Plate. (48)
Plate. (48)

Adolescent, complete, contracted,
wrapped in mat. Two dishes, one

in front of the mouth and the other

under the hands. (84)

Adolescent. Black stone dish. (85)
Infant, contracted. Bowl. (86)
Adolescent. Flask, Dbroken and
mended in antiquity. (87)

Cup. (262)

Room 15.

2. Infant, contracted. Three statuet-

tes, including one pierced for use
as a pendant and with eves of in-

93.

- 94.

95.

96.

97.

- 98.

99.
100.
101.
102.
103.

110.

laid_ shell three flasks; carnelian
“and turquoise beads. (193-199)

Infant, contracted. Statuette; cup;
flask;. t'urquoiss beads. (220-222)
Infant. Statuette, pierced for use
as a pendant, wearing a bitumen-
cap, and with eyes of inlaid shell; .
flask; necklacé of alternating ala-
baster and bitumen beads. (235-
237) -

Dish. (184)

Room 18,

Adolescent. Five dishes; two bowls;
sling ball;: some dentalia. (179,
276-281, 402) :

Adolescent. Two statuettes; plate,’ :

two flasks, -one ‘with a projection
somewhat resen:tbhnnr a seated pair

~of legs on one of its’ SldeS dentalia.

(19, 180, 274, 275, 415)

Infant. Statuette; plate; flask; ob-
sidian blade. (3, 301 302)

Bowl; flask. (171, 172)
Bowl; flask. (289)

Pot. (298)

Pot; flask. (303, 304)

Infant. Pot; celt of ground stone;
dentalia, carnelian, and bitumen
beads. (72)

1. Bowl. (66)
5. Infant. Bowl. (67)
. Infant. Three bowls; three dentalia

shell beads. (62)

. One univalve shell, one carnelian.

and one green stone bead. (73)

. Infant. Flask; two dishes; necklace

of carnelian, dentalia, and one uni-
valve' shiell bead. (50, 377

9. Dish. (257)

. Area 18,
Phallus. (64)

-



Tell Es-Sawwan

flasks, one of them with a projec-
tion like a pair of seated legs on

28
111. Adult; bones in heap. Two bowls; - ~one of iis sides: dish: ball of black
some burnt material. (60) stone; ground celt; some dentalia
112. Flask. (138) beads. (258-261)
113. Adult female; bones in heap, with Room 142
traces of red-ochre. Pear-shaped : o
jar with cable pattern round base 129. Infant. Plate. (256)
(fig 1 68, top row, centrgz);' many N.B. The excavation of the graves in
bga s(gf 211)1atbaster afg pink stone  ;5oms 141 and 142 was not completed
v (fig. 69, bottom). (44). in 1964, and others came to light in the
114. Adult. Two dishes; univalve, car- next season. Among these was one con-
nelian, and turquoise beads. (114) taining a few copper beads and a small
copper knife.
Room 20.
115. Two dishes; two bowls: flask; 9. Notes on the Hlustrations.
~many dentalia beads. (178, 284- ' .
283) 7 Figure 37.
116. Infant. Four bowls, with four stone 1. Left: Seated clay figurine of a
balls in the largest of them. (166~ ‘‘mother-goddess’”; head and left breast
170) lost in antiquity. Ht. 3.4 cm., waist 2.5
117. Infant. Plate; bowl; turquoise €M Level I, room 8, floor.
: beads. (174. 175, 414) 2. Centre: seated clay figurine of a
118. Infant. Punt-shaped bowl; turg- “mother-goddess’’; head lost in anti-
woise beads. (178) quity. Ht. 8.9 cm., waist 2.6 cm., Level
119. Tnfant. Bowl. (300) L, room 8, fioor. _
190. Two biwls; dentalia beads. (294, 3. Right: ferracotta figurine, hollow
295) inside and with a tiny hole on top of the
head. Ht. 11.5 cm., hips 5.5 em., waist
121. Flask of red stone. (296) 3.5 om., Level II, south of Building 1,
122. Cup; three stone balls. (176 290, 1.
291, 299) .
©123. Plate. (292) Figure 38. |
1. Teft: alabaster statuette of a
1. .
Room 2 ““mother-goddess’’. Ht. 5.4 cm., waist
124. Adult. Cup; plate. (37, 39) 9.3 cm., Level I, room 13, floor.
125 Infant, wrapped in mat. Two 9. Right: alabaster statuette of a
bowls; dentalia beads. (34-36) “‘mother-goddess”. Ht. 11 cm., waist
196. Tnfant. Two bowls; alabaster, car- 2.2 cm., Level I, room 7, floor.
nelian, and bitumen beads. (108) ' .
o Figure 59. o
Room 1. 1. Jar. Rim diameter 22.5 cm., body
127. Infant Plate; cup; bowl; bone 37, base 13.5, ht. 26 Level II, sound-
needle; obsidian blade. (242 -244) ing I floor. -
198. Infant. Complete, contracted. Two . Pot. Rim dxametm 26 cm., body

29 bass 11.7. Level I, room 15, floor.
-3 Pot Rim dlameters 28 3 and
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20.1 em., body 21.7, base 23 8 and 13.7,

ht. 17.5 Tevel I, room 2, ]ust. above
floor.

4. Incomplete pot. Body “diameter
26.5 cm., base 9. Level I, room §9,
floor.

5. Pot. Rim diameter 23.7 cm., body
24, base 14.5. Level 1, room 12, floor.

6. Jar. Body diameter 19 cm., base

15, ht. 17. Level I, area 19, floor.

7. Incomplete pot. Rim diameter 17
cm., body 20, base 13, ht. 8. Level 1,
west of rooms 126 and 143, floor.

8. Open bowl. Ht. 9 cm. Level I,
room 14, floor.

9. Open bowl. Rim diameter 25 cm.,
base 19.3, ht. 5. Level III, room 106,
fill.

- 10. Fragment of body of large jar.
Level I, room 143, floor.

Figure 60,

11. Large, over-fired pot. Rim dia-
meter 34 cm., body 37. Level III, room
41, fill.

12. Deep pot. Rim diameter 29 cm.,
body 31.5 ht. 25. Tevel IV, room 52,
fill. '

13. Cf. fig. 59, no. 9, above.

14. Bowl. Rim diameter 10 cm.,
body 10.6, base 5.5, ht. 8.2. Level IV
room 100, fill.

15. Bowl. Rim diameter 11.4 cm.,
Body 14.8, base 5, ht. 10.8. Level III,
room 126, floor.

16. Fragmentary pot. Ht. 16.5 cm.,
Lexel II, room 25, floor.

Pot. Ht. 26.5 cm., Level II,

' loom 3‘3 floor.

18. Pot. Rim diameter 189 cm.,

‘body 20, ht. 10.7. Level IV, room 98

floor.
19. Bowl. Level II1, room 140, floor.
20. Pot. Rim diameter 11 cm., body

13.5, ht. 9.5. LevelIII room 128 ﬂoor
21. Bowl. Rim diameter 17 cm.,
body 17.4, hase 8 ht. 9.5. Level III
room 128 “floor:
o Figure 61.

21. Bowl. Rim diameter 16 cm.,
body 16.3, base 7.5, ht. 7. Level V,
room 63, floor.

22. Hollowed base of large bowl,
found in the ditch 2.80 m. below the
surface.

23. Pot. Rim diameter 18.9 cm.,
body 24.7, base 7.5, ht. 17.5. Level
111, room 126, floor.

24. Jar. Rim diameter 7 cm., body
15, ht 15. Level III, room 44, floor.

- 925. Bowl. Rim diameter 25 cm.,
body 23.5, ht. 7.5. Level II1, room 140
floor.

26. Bow! reconstructed from frag-
ments found in different parts of level -

11

'27. Pot. Rim dlameter 13.7 cm.,
body 14, ht. 8.7. Lexel IT1, area 130
floor.

28. The only Halaf fragment found
so far. Bottom of the ditch, in first
trench.

- 29. Zoomorphic fragment. Level V,
room 66, floor.

30. Zoomorphic fragment. Ht. 7.2
cm. Level ITI, room 110 floor..

31. Cup. Rim diameter 7.5 ¢m., base
5.9, ht. 6. Level IV, room 112, floor.

32. Small jar. Rim diameter 7.5
ht. 8. Level V, room 41, floor.

1. Small jar. Rim diameter 7.8 cm.,
body 10.4, base 5, ht. 9.8 cm. Le\el
V, room 63, floor.” -

2. Shallow plate, with heavy traces
of red ochre paint still visible on it,
indicating that like nos. 3-5 it was used
as a palette. Rim diameter 13.8 c¢m.,
ht. 2.4. Level III, room 131, floor.
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3. Bowl, with traces of red ochre
visible inside and out. Rim diameter 13
cm., ht. 4.5. Level IV, room 93, earliest
floor.

4. Shallow plate, with traces of red

ochre. Rim diameter 12.4 cm., ht. 2.
- Level IV, room 114, floor.

5. Shallow plate, found with lumnps
of red ochre. Rim diameter 12 cm., ht.
1.8. Level III, room 106, floor.

Figure 62,

Bitumen impression of large globular
basket. Level IT, eastern corner of room
32, floor.

Figure 63.
* Bitumen impression of small basket.
Level II, in western door of room 35.
Figure 66.

Top row, from left:

1. Upper part of terracotta figurine
with extremely wide shoulders; head,
left breast, and lower body lost in anti-
quity. Width between shoulders 6.5 cm..

Level II, outside the south-east corner -

- of room 25, fill. Cf. also fig. 72.
2. Gypsum (juss) figurine of seated

mother -goddess’’; head lost in anti-

quity. Found in a grave probably sunk
from level III.

3. Lower part of terracotta figurine

with garland of jewels around the waist
and legs; head and upper body lost in
antiquity. Level II, south of room 3.
Cf. also fig. 72. -

7. Bitumen attachment, :perhaps of
religious import. Ht. 7 cm. Found in an

infant burial (no 9) in room 2. Cf. also

ﬁg 72.

'\Ilddlé TOW, from left o
. 1. Hollow object. Ht. 13 cm:.. Foundr

in room 8, level I grave. -

2-5. Ob]ects probably of phallic
mgmﬁaanbc Found with cthers of larger
size in level I graves in Building 1.

Bottom row, from left:

1. Solid stone object. Ht. 6.5 cm.,
Level I, room 2, infant burial.

2. Bull’s head, with two black lines
painted on the mouth and forehead.

Tievel IV, outside the eastern wall of
room 93, fill.

3. Clay figurine of animal; head lost
in antiquity. Level IV, room 42 floor.

4. Pig-amulet of green stone, nsed
as a pendant. Tength 5 7 cm., Level I,

room 2, grave 23.

5-7. Alabaster rabbit amulets. Found
with others in level T graves, Building
1.

Below, 1. Fragment of alabaster
bracelet Length 3.5 cm., width 1.2.
Tievel 11, outside the southern wall of
room 32, floor.

Below, 2. Fragment of alabaster
bracelet. Level I, room 11, grave 75.

Figure 67.

Bottom row, third from left: alabas-
ter statuette, unﬁmshed and indicating

_that the Sawwan statuettes and vesqels

are most probably of local manufacture.
Ht. 5 em., Level I, outside room 3.

Figure 70.

IM. 68782. Broken bone spatula.
Length 7.2 em., Found 1.5 m. below
the surface, in the defensive ditch
(trench no. 5).

IM. 68788. Broken bone spatula.

~Level II, room 36, floor. -

 IM. 68790. Bone spatula. Length 11
cm:, width 1.5. Level II, area 109.

IM. 68786. Bone needle. Length
originally 22 cm., Level II, room 22,
ﬁoor » :
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IM. 68785. Bone borer. Length 8

cm., Level II, room 34, floor.

IM. 68787. Bone object, probably
fragment of handle. Length 7.4 cm.,
Level I, room 10, floor.

IM. 68789. Bone borer. Length 6.5
em.. Level I, room 12 floor.

IM. 68773. Grey stone tool. Length
5.7 cm.. Level 1, room 12, floor.

IM. 68783. Shell tool Length 3.7
cm.. Level I, room 3, grave.

IM. 68784. Burned hone object.

TLength 12.5 cm.. Level I, room 15, floor.

IM 68796. Many small oval, and
some disk-shaped, pellets of alabaster

which were found, together with the

remains of clay cyhnders (?), on the
Level T floors of rooms 2 and 8. They
were associated with rebuse cones of grey
and white stone, one of which also oc-
curred in a ]evel I grave (no. 64) in
room 8.

Figure 78.

IM. 68765. Celt, one of a group of
seven. Length 7.5 cm., width 4.2, T.evel
1T, room 106, floor.

IM. 68771. Celt. Length 8.5 cm.,
width 3.5. Level II, room 120 floor.

IM. 68764, Side scraper. Length
10.2 em., width 5.5 Level I, room 9,
grave.

IM. 68772. Hoe. Length 10 cm.,
width 6. Level I, room 15, floor.

IN. 68763. Celt. Length 8.7 cm.,
width 3.7. Level III, room 106, floor.

IM. 68775. Celt. T.ength 7 cm..
T.evel I. room 13, floor. '

IM. 68770. Celt. Length 4.6 cm.,
width 2. Level I, 1oom 18 fill.

IM. 68769. Celt Length 6.8 cm.,
width 1.6. Level I, area ]‘) floor.

IM. 68777. Sharp edge of celt.
Length 5 cm., width 4. Tevel IV, room
105, floor.

IM. 68792. Part of sickle, incor-
porating three flint blades and one obsid-
ian stuck together with bitumen; slight
traces of gloss on the’blades indicate that
the sickle was used in harvesting. Level
II, room 115, floor. _

IM. 68793. Flint sickle, Wlth bitu-
men adhering, and again fraces of gloss.

Tevel IV, room 44, ﬂoor.

Figure 79,

Left: nail-shaped obsidian object,
perhaps used as a hair separator or
spacer. Level V, room-50, fill.

IM. 68336. Triangular flint arrow-
head. Length 2.8 cm., w1dth 1.4. Level
I, room 84 floor. Compare J. Mellaart,
Anatalz'an Studies XIV (1964), fig. 52,
especially nos. 5, 6, 7, 12, & 21. ‘

IM. 68332. Clay sonical human
figurine. Ht. 2.5 em.. Level I, area 19,
floor.

Figure 80.

IM. 68454 (top row, left). Pestle.
Tength-20 cm., diameter 5.5. Level I,
room 2, floor.

IM. 68464. Pestle. Length 28 em.,

. Level I, room 8, floor.

TM. 68465. Large heavy pebtle with
a perforation at the top probably to ac-
comodate a wooden haft. Length 52.5
cm., base diameter 13, top diameter 10.
Te\el I, room 5, floor.

IM. 68452. Mortar, still containing
traces of red ochre. Length 25 cm.,
width 18, ht. 13. Level I, room 10,
floor. : .

IM. 68451. Mortar, still containing
traces of red ochre. Diameter 27 em..
ht. 14. Level T, area 19, floor. - »

IM. 68304. Large quern of black
steatite. Diameter 88 cm., ht. 11. Level
I, room 21, floor.

IM. 68450. Palette for aixing
colour, or quern for grinding paint; still
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retaining traces of red ochre. Length
20 em., width 18, ht. 10. Level I, room
2, floor. '

TM. 68449. Palette, still with traces
of red ochre. Length 27 cm., width 15
cm., ht. 7s5. Level I1, room 29, floor.

IM. 68453. Pestle. Length 16.5 cm.,
diameter 6.5. Level I, room 2, floor.

IM. 68446G. Pestle. Length 16 cm.,
width 5. Level I, room 2, floor.

IM. 68338. DPestle. Length 29.5
cm., diameter 5.5 Level I, room 10,
floor.

IM. 68459, Pestle. Length 21 cm.,
diameter 4.5. Level I, room 2, floor.

IM. 68455. Pestle. Length 20 cm.,
diameter 5.5. Level I, room 2, floor.

IM. 68456. Pestle. Tiengih 13 cm.,
diameter 5.5 Level I, room 2, floor.

IM. 68457. Pestle. Length 6.5 cm.,
top diameter 7.5. Level I, room 2, floor.

IM. 68458. DPestle. Length 12.5
cn., top diameter 9.5. Level I, room 2,
floor.
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