URUK POTTERY FROM ERIDU UR
AND AL—UBAID

The excavations of 'ABu Shahram

(Eridu) have furnished us with a consi-

derable quantlty of both early and late
Uruk pottery.’ Five temple- -platforms
(V-I) and two non-secular buildings in
the town area were attributed fo Uruk
period.> The earlier ceramic group was
found mainly in the two non-secular
buildings, and in the sand piled within;
a few examples propably came from
temple VI® (the last al ‘Ubaid temple).
Late Uruk pottery occurred in the rub-
ble filling and the layer of debris, laid
over the duftlncr sand in the two non-
secular bmldmos and to a lesser extent
in fallen debris in the late Uruk temple
platform in square EF/7.*

Among the early types, three Uruk
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- vanetles namely the red, bhe grey, and
the plam (both ‘hand-made and wheel -

turned)  wares were present.
The red ware is common in the early
group, especially in the ‘“‘out-house’,

square H/5. Four types of vessels occur- A

red:-

1. High-shouldered narrow -necked jars

with plain everted rims.*

2. Flat-based jars, with curved proﬁles'
and plain rims, often with small lugs -

at intervals a,round the belly (Warka
E-anna XIIT yielded some analogies
to these two types. Cf. UVB IV, pl.
17Dr, a; also a fragment in Warka
X1V, see ibid. pl. 17Dm).

3. Deep flat-based bowls, with convex
profiles and everted rims.

4. Shaliow flat-based bowls with sin-

(1) Thlee seasons of work drrected by
the Iraqi Directorate General of Antiquities
between 1946-1949; so far only preliminary
reports have heen published (Sumer Vol.
ITI, no. 2, 1947; vol. IV, no. 2, 1948; vol.
V. no. 2, 1949). Lloyd’s article on the Uruk
potlery (Sumer IV, no. 2, 1948) benefitted

the writer immensely in the preparation
of this study.

(2) Sumer IV, no. 2, pp. 34-44.

(3) Safar, F. Sumer III, no. 2, pp- 233
(in Arabic).

(4) Sumer IV, no. 2, p. k4.

(5) Ibid., p. 44, and table I, nos. 1-4.
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18 Uruk Pottery

uwous sides {(Warka XITI-XII fur-
nished a few fragments of this type).

Red ware vessels are usually made of
rather fine pink or brown clay, coated
with a fine red <lip or wash; all were
burnished. An imp()rt-:mt discovery made
in an undoubted ‘Ubaid level (level X1)
is the jar shown on pl. I. Unfortunately
only three fragmients were found, but the
reconstruction carried out at the Iraq
Museum seéms fairly certain, as the

carinated portion and rim were preservéd-

The jar is made of pinkish clay and
coated with a finé red slip. It has, on the
cavinaled body, five groups of four knobs
distributed almost equally around the
line of carination. The excavators at-
tributed this example to the ‘Ubaid per-
iod, but the writer prefers (on the basis
of both shape and colour) to place it
with .the red Uruk pottery. Its existence

in' Eridu XI must indicate an earlier

beginnning of the red ware in the ‘Ubaid
permd quch an early beginning explains
the transitional- sta;ze which occurs nearly
everywhere where ‘Ubaid and Uruk pot-
tery have been found. Further examples
selected from among. the. bods7 of Eridu
potsherds kept in_the magazines of the
Irag Museum :

1. One small'j ]ar Wlth dmwht ncck and
“shatply out-turned rim: Tt is of hard,

“fine paste; réd. ware thh burnished -

;rcd slip.. Found in Temple. X.

One modmm sized - narrow jar with
- loop -handle. There ‘are - four frag-
ments of this vessel, two' of which

.t:)

]OIIl ‘hard, limestone-tempered, brick-
-red-ware,~roughly burnished; found =

“in-temple VIII.

Only fragments of Uruk grey ware
were found, mainly in the “‘out-house”
i square H/5. Among the Temple IX
potsherds, however, is a large bowl with
slightly immcurved rim; it is of hard, fine
paste, highly burnished. The one recog-
nizable type is a deep open bowl with a
curved profile and either flat or rounded
bottom, the rim being usually inverted.
A fine grey slip was applied both to the
exterior and interior of vessels, and was
then highly burnished.®

The plain Uruk ware at Eridu is
generally buff or drab in colour, usually
self-slip and either hand or wheel-turned,
the latter being more popular. The fol-
lowing types of vessel occurred in this
ware :

1. Spouted jars, which are rather po-
pular, usually having curved profiles;
spouts are short and placed high on
the shoulder directly beneath the
rim.” In one of the so-called ‘‘votive-
deposits’’, more than twenty such
jars of rather ovoid shape were

found.® Vessels with false spouts like

those of Warka IX- VIII also occur-
red,® as did spouted jars with globu-
lar bodies.™®

2. Double-mouthed jars, usually with

rather globular bodies.

3. Many fragments of open bowls, each

bearing a Iedge or lug-handles direct-
were found in

ly beneath the rim,"

.thc ““out-house’’.

" In the late types of Urak .pottery at -

Eridu, the following shapes are present:

1. Fragments belonging to squat four-

bands of incised crosshatching on the

“Tugged jars,'* decorated usually with =

(6) Sumer IV, no.: 2, p. 46; ma.nv paral-
lels are {0 be seen throughout Warka:XIV-
V, cf. UVB IV, pls. 17 Da. and 19 Cy. a.

(7)-Sumer IV, no. 2, table-3 nos. 1-2; cf.
also UVB IV pl. 17 Dp of Warka XIII :

(8) Sumer IV, no. 2, table 3 nos. 17-18.

(9) Ibid., table 3 no. 22.

(107 Ibid., table 3 no. 21. ,

(11) Ibid., table % nos. 3-4. .

(12) This type, and the following two,
were tabulated by the excavators under the
‘‘Early group’; it seems more reasonable,
however, to p]ace them among the late

types.

=]
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the shoulder.*® Other incised orna--
metn occurred in the form of - small:
crescents, made by pressing a hollow:
reed obliquely in- the:clay.’* Tab-:

haundles, either triangular or rectan-
gular also occurred.?®. PRI T

2. Deep ““flower pots’’ are popular;
sorue of these arc crudely shaped: On
them (especially round the base)

traces of finger iripressions.are still¢

visible;'® all are hand-made.

The most common of the late types
are Jars with drooping (curved)
spouts. Such jars usually have tall,
curved profiles, small flat bases, short
narrow necks, and plain flaring rims.
Spouts, as a rule, were placed high
on the shoulder.’” A large mumber of
fragments belonging to these jars
were reported from the later rubble
filling over the ruins of the early
Uruk building, and from the debris
of the late Uruk temple-platform.
4. Jars with short, upward-pointing
-spouts; the bodies of which are. either
tall and slender or rounded with a-
very short neck.’ Such examples us-
nally have flat bases and spouts
placed immediately beneath the plain
rim., i i
5. Unspouted jars with tall slender
bodies are familiar among the late
ceramic,'® as are narrow bottles with
folded-over rims. '
6. The earliest examples of the bevel-
led rim votive bowls occurred in the
upper part of the sand filling in build-
ings in square H/5. Hundreds of
these bowls were found among the
~ later debris.*®
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The bulk of the Uruk and Jamdat
Nasr pottery occurred in deep soundings
conducted in the tfown area and in the

cemetery at Ur.” The majority of this

. ceramic came from graves and occurred-

for the most part above the remains of
the al ‘Ubaid period and below those of

the Early Dynastic. At the bottom of the - '
kiln stratum in Pit F (the flood pif), -

material from Ur-‘Ubaid III graves was
mingled with early Uruk pottery, mainly
the red ware.** The lower part of Pit F
furnished the greater part of the ceramic
in question. Pits D, G, H, K, L, X, Y

and Z yiel_d_ed but little Urulf pobtery e

The Pottery of Pit F:

"The two bottom levels (g and h)-of = - _ -

the eight building strata encountered

between 17.00 m. and 10.00 m. above - -- .
sea level at the top of Pit F. were attri-

buted to the Jamdat Nasr period.* Two
specimens of early Uruk fypes were
found in level g, however, a handled-cup

and a fragment of red-slipped ware.** In |

a half metre of debris above the kiln

stratum and below building level b,

where Jamdat Nasr wares were popular,

the following types were present: .

A late Uruk or Jamdat Nasr jar.

An early Uruk handled-cup.

. Sinuous-sided open bowls,” a late
Uruk variety. . - ’

oo o

Below this, excavations proceeded
down to 5.50 m. above sea level through
accumulated heaps of potsherds and ash.
Stratification was artificially drawn, and

(13) Sumer, IV, no. 2, table 3 nos. i-2.
(14) Ibid., p. 50; and table 4 nos. 35-36.
(15) Ibid., table 4 no. 37.
(16) Ibid., table 3 no. 41.
~ (17) Lloyd uses this type of jar for dating
his second sub-phase of the Uruk period, cf.
Ibid., table 3 no. 9.
(18) Ibid., table 3 nos. 19-20 respectively
(19) Tbid., table %4 no. 22.- _

(20) Ibid., p. 49, and fable 3, no. 40.
(21) Gf. Sir Leonard Woolley: Ur exca-
vations, Vol. TV, 1956, p. 2.

(22) Ibid., pp. 3 and 56; pls. 71 and 73. -

(23) Ibid., pp. 3-4, and 56-59; pl. 73.

{(24) Ibid., p. 62.

(25) Ibid., pp. 645, and pls. 64 (JN. 154),
56 (IN. 3), R ' :
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hall a2 melre in depth was assigned to

Between 9.00 m. and 8.50
Jamdat

G;l_('h }L‘\'(‘]»,m.;' ( A
m. of the. kil stratum, plain

Nasr wirds were still plentiful, though'

the polyelivome variety was  declining.
. The following. propotion  of sheld_s
wias found : pol.}'chrome JN:4; Uruk red

burnished: -.70;. Uruk _black burni-
shed: 1; tmstul handled-cups; many;.
spouted jars  with globular bodies
and. nu«r b.m,s 1;' painted al-
“Ubaid : .. - Between .. 8.50 = m.
and - 8. OO m. .the proportlon was as
fallows; polyehrome.JN.: . none; mono-

1; plum-red, burmshed 4;
4; plam Pruk ware:

38; pamtcd al Ubald 47; twisted
handles: 5; spouted jars }uth_ curved
profiles: G. Between 8.00 m. and 7.50
the -]‘)roportion?\\'va's:-' Uruk red burni-
‘shied :- 87; incised, or stamped: orna-
nient:
al:-“Ubaid™
(one is’ c'o'inplete example); double loop-
liandled-cups :
cups: G6; plain Uruk sherds: Targe num-
be\eHed rim- votive: - bowls™ - very

crome JN -
mcxsod oumment

ber;
popnl af; ‘spoutéd jars ‘with ‘curved pro-
files, and small flat bases; the spout is

of the:diooping type: % (both are intact

examples¥:** Depth 7.50'm. — 7.00 m:
showed: the following types: .
(_‘thll’lL JN:2; . plum-red JN, burmshed

5: Uruk yed Butnished™s 46; pa,mted al-
“Ubaid: 73 twisted baundled-cups: 10;
bevelled rim \otlve bowls? Jarge number.
The. proportion . ab. depth 7. 00 O~
6.50 m. w as:
red” burnished :-'23; pamted al ‘Ubaxd

82; -ineised omamen{: T;-bevelled-rim
votive. bowls. : declining -

jars: a few.™. Depth 6.50 m. —'5.50-m.
is- the’ Towet: -part of’ the- kiln stratum,

in which all JN." wares were entirely

absent and Umk vanetles decreasmd n

4 monochrome JN:64; painted
-“64; Joop handled-cups: -7

several; twisted handled--

-1MODOo-

monoohrome JN:2: Uruk

in". humbers

beaker: severa] slender-bodied spouted - -
4::At a depth of 5.70 m. — 3. 80 m. in

quantily. Al ‘Ubaid painted ware,
however, showed an - unmistakable
increase (729  potsherds).  Of - the
Uruk red - burnished ware only four
examples occurred; there were “two
twisted handled-cups, and two loop
handled examples also. No, bevelled

rim votive bowls were found.

Pottery of Various Pits:

Pits A, B and C yielded nothing of
the ceramic under discussion.

1. Pit D neldul only two examples;
- both came from 8.00 m. — 7.00 m.
~above sea level. One is a deep ““flower
_pot’’, the other a spouted jar; both
-~ are Uruk types.
2. At 8.50 m. — 7.50 m. in Pit G there
were a few Lmk sherds - mingled
.~ with painted al ‘Ubaid pottery;
. among - them was a black-burnished
rim-sherd (shape undetermined); and
several red-burnished examples (also
" of undetermined shape). At a depth
_of 750 m. — 6.50 m. a shoulder :
“ fragment occurred, grey-burnished,
" with four small lugs. Jamdat Nasr
. wares are fully represented, however.
3. In Pit H, there was no, sign of Uruk
_ceramic, yet Pit K moduced some,,
* together with painted al ‘Ubaid pot-’
; 'Aterv which wasthouaht t6 be interu-
- dive.*® At depth-5.90 m. — 4.20 m.
(in K) occurred several fragments,
~=mainly red-slinped and . burmshed "
= There" were: also some sherds “from
-2 bevelled rim votive bowls. /Still dee-
. per at"1.70 m. — 1.00 m. .above
z2-sea level, more red-slipped sherds
were found, tooether w1th a hand]e :
--of a-cup. :

" Pit H a number of fragments of
bevelled rim votive bmx]s occu'rred
~--'v’31$0 sevem] sherds of red - slipped

(26) Ibld p. 65. % g R
.‘-: (27) .Ibld pp 27 % and 67
(28) Ibid. s P 67 pl 62 (JN 11'-})

' (29) Ibid., p. 67; pls. 58 (IN. 70) and 61

(N 118). -

(30) Ibid., pp. 72¢ Tk,
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ware, together with more examples
of plaln ware.

In Pit" W were a few h‘wmenﬁs of
the grey ware with either Ahonzontal
or vertical pebble-burnished traces. -

7 '(i. Pit X yielded grave materials of the

‘“Ubaid, Uruk, ‘and Jamdat Nasr per-
“iods. Red-burnished examples occur-

- red in graves 148, 214, 217, 235 and-

- 325. Other C\amples covered with a
h.lcmame wash came from graves

155, 192, 193, and 347. Black-bur-

nished fragments occurred in graves
162 and 303.

-2 .

Graves 348-367 in Pit Y yiclded both
red and grey fragments, the red being
shipped  and either left mait or bur-’
nished. Gray and Dblack - examples
were always burnished,

111

~ The so-called “‘prehistoric” pottoxy
of Tell al ‘Ubaid came from two areas

~excavated early in 1923-1924 by Wool-

lev, from a trench (2-4 m. in width and
30 m. in length) dug at the hut settle-
ment,*! and from a few graves, un-
earthed in a ““later cemetery’” belonging
to the late Early Dynastic period.*

Grrave no. 90 was assigned to an earlier-

period on the grounds that its contents®
pxobnbh belonoed to the late U m]\ per-
10d.”

Uruk Pottery from the Trench:
Masses of painted al ‘Ubaid sherds

were encountered in the trench sounding:

except at its south-eastern end, where a
large number of coarse plain potsherds

Behnam Abu Al-Soof, ) |

- were found. Among thém were" numerous
" pieces of the grey and- blick Warés, some
~with "combed incisions.
" plain buff ware; sxm"l«u‘l) decorted, also
oceurted.- A -few specimens p'nnted red
- all over (red-slipped) were found niingled

E wmples of

with a great niumber of painted al. “Ubaid
sherds at ‘the -north-east “end of the
trench. Examples of the: plairi- “combed
ware also occurred -in-this- area. Unfor-
tunately no complete shapes = could be
1econstzuctcd fmm thme fnnmontq

Uruk Pottery from the Graves

Grave no. 90 yxcldcd an._ovoid- s]mpe«l

=spouted jar- mth a- rather narrow neck

and beaded rim.** A variety of -spouted

- jars-also-occurred,” together with plain

unspouted jars.”” Handled-cups. -with
rounded bottoms occurred;™ . there <were
erescent-shaped 1incisions .on thie apper

‘body. Varieties of the “ﬁo?wer pot’” oc-

cuued in some graves.” Shallow saucer-
like bowls Occurred © Jamdat Nasr poly-
chrome, monochrome, and plain varieties
were - plenhful The -most plomment
shape 'amono the httel potterv was a

squat jar.*

1V. Summary:

Both early and late Uruk types were
present almost equally at Eridu. Unlike
Warka, and in fact unlike the majority
of other Mesopotamian sites, the crude
bevelled rim vetive bowls occurred ra-
ther late, while “‘flower pots’” were
found in an earlier context.

The squat, lugged jar (pl. I) dis-

(31) UE I. pp. 149-150. Further excava-
lions were carried out later by Lloyd and
Delougaz (cf. OIP LXIIL, p. 130).

(32) UE I. p. 172; ninely four graves
were recorded; among them nos. 8, 9 and
64 yielded painted al ‘Ubaid wares (see
ibid., p. 190).

("3) Ibid., p. 203.

(34) Perkins placed it in the Protolite-
rate period (ef. SAOG. 25, p. 104).

(35) UE I. pl. LIX, type LXXX.

(36) Ihid., pl. LIX,. lypes LNXXVIL
LXXVIL, and LXXVIIL

(37) Ibid., pl. LXVII. lype LV.

(38) Ibid., pl. LII, type p. XVIL.

(39) Ibid., pl. LV, types I, II. III and
IV. No mention of the hevelled rim valive
bowls was madse, hawever.

(40) Ibid., pl. LVEL type XV.

(41) Ibid., pl. LVIII, type NIL.VIL
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covered in level XI (‘Ubaid level), and
other examples of the red and grey
varieties found in Temples X-IX, and
VIII, suggest strongly both that - the
Uruk pottery is a local development, and
that there is a - considerable ovexla.p
between the second part of al ‘Ubaid
period and the beginning of Uruk. It
further suggests a gradual change in
ceramic tradition, and not, as prevmusly
thought the intervention of new people.
- The bulk of the Uruk ceramic at Ur
came from heaps of accumulated debris,
the rest from graves. The material is
not stratified as at Warka, Eridu and
Nippur, yet it still supplies useful evi-
dence both for the continuity and the
development of Uruk pottery in the
south. The considerable overlap between
‘Ubaid and Uruk on the one hand, and
between Uruk and Jamdat Nasr on the
“other should be particularly noted. Both
early and late Uruk types occurred in
several pits, although the majority come
from the lower part of the kiln stratum.
Red-and grey-burnished Uruk wares

were found in some quantity, but few

~ shapes could be reconstructed. Buff plain
ware was by far the most common type
of Uruk pottery. Among the -early plain

~decorated,

-this site,
‘and further excavation would probably

Uruk Pottery

buff pottery the following types are pre-
sent: handled-cups, both loop and
twisted-handled, with either rounded
bottoms or flat bases; bevelled rim votive
bowls, equally common in both the early
and late groups; spouted and unspouted
jars, again equally popu]uu n the early
and late periods; the “‘flower pot’’ open
bowl, this occurred in  good number
mno.ng the late types and n association
with the following Jamdat Nasr wares;
four-lugged jars.

TFragments of grey and black Uruk
wares, sonmie with combed incisions,
fragments of bufl plain ware sinxilall)
together with a few pieces
coated with a rod slip, were found at the
south-castern end of the trench at Tell
al ‘Ubaid. With them was a mass of
painted al “Ubaid pottery.

Grave 90  viclded some vessels
typical of the Uruk period: spouted
and unspouted jars,  also handled
cups. - Jamdat Nasr pottery occurred

in considerable quantity. From this
it can be concluded that Uruk pot-
tery, although not fully represented at
is present at Tell al ‘Ubaid,

produce stratified material.
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