R.I. Statistics

   There are currently 177,000 adults who make up the adult education target population in R.I. (16 or older, not enrolled in school, no high school diploma and/or limited English proficiency).


Nearly 142,000 have no high school diploma


25,000 have no diploma AND are LEP


10.500 have diploma, but are LEP

   Of course, even if there were a capacity to serve all these adults, not all would step forward. Based on what has happened in other states as their capacity has grown, the estimate is that 10-25% of the target population would want adult education services. That means we need a capacity for 15,000 to 20,000 adults. We are currently serving between 5,000 – 7,000 adults in the system.

   Why do we need adult education in Rhode Island?

    There’s a growing mismatch between the skills of the workforce and the skill requirements of unfilled jobs and jobs that are expected to grow. Without skilled workers, the economy of the state cannot grow.

   There are many implications for quality of life issues regarding participation in family and civic life that are impacted by one’s literacy skills.
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